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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, in cooperation with the Federal Aviation 
Administration and the Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport, is proposing a runway extension 
project to reduce airfield congestion and aircraft taxi delays.  Attached is a Project Fact Sheet about the 
project alternatives that are under consideration.  The project is undergoing an Environmental 
Assessment, anticipated to be complete this fall with a Record of Decision by December.   
 
While the Runway Extension is proposed on HLB lands, the Sisson Loop and Arlene’s Way Nordic ski 
trails will be affected by the project.  The P&R Department has an intragovernmental permit to operate 
and maintain these trails on HLB lands.  The “build” alternatives for the proposed runway extension will 
not impact the alignment of the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail; however, visual and noise intrusion will 
impact the trail corridor experience. 
 
Enclosed is a letter from Mayor Mark Begich in response to the agency scoping process.  Parks and 
Recreation staff will continue to collaborate with other departments for a coordinated municipal response.  
I would like to emphasize that in his letter, the Mayor requested the following for Public Involvement: 
 

The PRC is an advisory body to the Assembly and me on park and trail issues.  I encourage the 
project team to reach out to the trails community and request the findings of the noise and visual 
assessment and potential trail relocations be brought forward via the PRC. 
 

The Project Team will be present for a brief overview of the project and Q&A. They are scheduled to 
return at the July 10th meeting for a more lengthy discussion. 




