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ANTI-GANG  &  YOUTH  VIOLENCE  POLICY  TEAM 

September 21, 2007 Meeting Summary  
Mayor’s Conference Room, Anchorage City Hall 

 

ATTENDANCE  (alphabetical order) 

Policy Team Members Present:   Members Absent:      
Adrienne Bachman, Anchorage District 
Attorney’s Office 

 Rex Butler, Criminal Defense Attorney 
(Unexcused) 

Mayor Mark Begich, Municipality of Anchorage  Judge Morgan Christen (Ex-Officio Member)  
(Excused) 

Michele Brown, United Way of Anchorage  Chief Rob Heun, Anchorage Police Department 
(Excused) 

Michele Christiansen, Cook Inlet Region, Inc.  Chief Chuck Kopp, Kenai Peninsula Borough 
designee for Mayor Williams (Unexcused) 

Nelson Cohen, U.S. Attorney  John Novak, Anchorage District Attorney’s Office 
designee (Excused) 

Carol Comeau, Anchorage School District  Donna Peterson, Kenai Peninsula Borough  
     School District (Excused) 

Shawn Davies, Alaska Department of 
Corrections 

 Greg Razo, Cook Inlet Region, Inc. (Excused) 

Chuck Farmer, U.S. Attorney’s Office designee  Marian Romano, Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
designee for Mayor Menard (Excused) 

 Master Bill Hitchcock, Alaska Children’s Court  
     (Ex-Officio Member) 

 André Rosay, UAA Justice Center (Excused) 

Bishop Michael Keys, Anchorage Faith &  
     Action • Congregations Together   

  Ma’o Tosi, Pride Club (Unexcused) 

Denis LeBlanc, Municipality of Anchorage   
Suzanne Little, Mountain View Weed & Seed   
John McConnaughy, Municipality of Anchorage   
Dean Williams, McLaughlin Youth Center   
Others Present: 
Tom Begich, Reclaiming Futures 
Catherine Curtis, Municipality of Anchorage       
 
1. CALL TO ORDER & OPENING REMARKS : Denis LeBlanc called the meeting 

to order.  Team members introduced themselves for the benefit of new member 
Adrienne Bachman. Mr. LeBlanc informed the group that a film crew from the 
George Lucas Foundation would be filming the first few minutes of the meeting for a 
documentary they are producing. 

 
2. REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AUGUST MEETING SUMMARY:  Meeting 

summary was approved with amendment requested by Chuck Farmer to identify 
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him as the US Attorney’s Office designee (in Nelson Cohen’s absence) rather than a 
member of the Policy Team. 
 
3. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a) Dean Williams updated the group on the technical assistance award from the 
National District Attorneys Association.  NDAA representative Steven Jansen 
will visit Anchorage on October 18 & 19 for individual meetings and to attend 
the Policy Team meeting.  Catherine Curtis will work with members of the 
Policy Team to arrange several one-on-one meetings with Mr. Jansen.  The 
meetings will help him identify the type of assistance the Policy Team needs 
when he returns in the spring with a team from NDAA.  Mr. Williams also 
reported that he will serve on a panel at an upcoming NDAA conference to talk 
about the Policy Team and its work. 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS (order was changed on the agenda) 

a) PowerPoint presentation by Tom Begich on Reclaiming Futures / Anchorage 
Youth Development Coalition Public Opinion Survey (handout). 

  
5. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS for AUGUST MEETINGS  

a) PREVENTION SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT:  Chair Michele Christiansen 
reported that the Family Support & Engagement group continues to pursue 
distribution of the DHHS parenting booklet.  The group is waiting to hear from 
the Anchorage School District about the number of students at each school 
whose parents speak in each language area.  That will help the group determine 
the goal number for fundraising for a second printing.   The booklet was passed 
around the group members to review.  Mayor Begich asked that the group be 
sure that DHHS and/or the work group work on providing the information in 
hospitals to new parents.   

 
The Media Campaign group is working with the UAA Justice Center on a 
Media Evaluation of Anchorage-area print, TV, and radio press on youth and 
youth-related crimes.  The result will help inform the group for the media 
campaign and may lead to a panel discussion with media at the Alaska Press 
Club conference next year. 

  
The referred objective for coordination of a coalition of mentoring organizations 
was reported on by Chris Aquino at the last Prevention meeting.  The group has 
agreed to share resources around training, recruitment, and recognition for 
mentors.   

 
b) INTERVENTION SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT:  Chair Dean Williams 

reported that the Suspension/Expulsion group is making made good progress 
and began working on strategy at the last meeting.  Each member took a portion 
of the strategy to develop in time for the October meeting. 

 



Policy Team Meeting Summary 
September 21, 2007 

3 
 

Master Hitchcock reported that some members of the Juvenile Justice Working 
Group will work with him on the Truancy Prevention objective.  He has met 
with Anchorage School District Superintendent Carol Comeau, who will assign 
a staff member to participate.   
 
The Vocational Education objective continues to be driven by the Tri-Borough 
districts.  Each district submitted a general description of their programs to the 
Intervention Sub-Committee for their first quarterly report.   . 

 
c) LAW ENFORCEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT:  In Chief Heun’s 

absence, Tom Begich reported that the Community Justice Center work group is 
holding their monthly meetings at the Mountain View Diner.  The group’s new 
members include Michael Heyward from the Mountain View Community 
Council, David Alexander from 9Star, and Linda Moffitt with the Division of 
Juvenile Justice.  The group continues to work with APD on narrowing the list 
of charges the court would address. The group discussed the survey being 
completed by the UAA Justice Center on which the work group was allowed to 
include several questions.  The group’s next steps will be to develop a strategic 
plan, which will include a community engagement plan to get input and support 
from the neighborhood.   

 
Mr. Begich reported that the Legislation work group is scheduled to meet on 
October 9th to continue the discussion about HB 255, the dual sentencing 
legislation that was introduced by Rep. Craig Johnson.  Master Hitchcock 
suggested that a member of the Alaska Juvenile Justice Advisory Commission 
(AJJAC) participate in that discussion.  He will send Catherine a name with 
contact information for an AJJAC participant.   

 
The Community Policing work group has decided to meet bi-monthly due to the 
progress of the APD.  As responses come in to solicitations for physical public 
safety improvements in the Mountain View area, the group will meet to address 
them.  The group will be engaged by the Community Justice Center work group 
for the community engagement effort. 

 
Mayor Begich noted that an effort is underway to collect signatures to put a 
wholesale liquor tax proposal on the ballot.  If successful, some revenue would 
be directed to support public safety funding and treatment of chronic inebriates.  
A group member noted that the website is www.asafecommunity.org.   

 
d) ASSESSMENT SUB-COMMITTEE:  Chair Michele Brown reported that the 

group did not meet in September since the Community Plan is underway.  She 
reviewed the elements that have been previously circulated to Policy Team and 
sub-committee members.  The group will meet again after the governance panel 
is in place and implementation has begun.   
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6. NEW BUSINESS 

a) Tom Begich reminded the group about the upcoming strategic planning 
session on October 9th for the Disproportional Minority Contact group. 

b) Catherine Curtis reported that Covenant House was soliciting youth art of 
First Friday shows in October, November, and January. 

c) Denis LeBlanc and the Policy Team applauded Ma’o Tosi for winning the 
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce’s Gold Pan Award for Premier Service to 
Youth. 

d) Nelson Cohen reported that the U.S. Attorney’s Office recently indicted 
twelve individuals on federal gun and drug violations.  He noted the critical 
ongoing collaborations with the Anchorage District Attorney’s Office to make 
such accomplishments possible.  The U.S. Attorney’s Office has been 
awarded a grant to fund a successor to John Novak’s work in that office 
(another Assistant D.A. to work as a Special U.S. Attorney) on statewide 
cases (not just Anchorage-focused). 

Mr. Cohen also reported that Project Safe Neighborhoods has begun a national 
media campaign on gun violence.  Messages include the sentence and 
repercussions one can expect after using a gun, and also the effects gun 
violence can have on the family.  (Update: Some of these ads are now playing 
in Anchorage.  Catherine Curtis has sent the Prevention Sub-Committee’s 
Media Campaign work group the link to view these ads.)  Some cities are 
utilizing these ads when working with new offenders. 

7. ADJOURNMENT:  Next meeting will be Friday, October 19, 10:00am, Mayor’s 
Conference Room. 


