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ANTI-GANG POLICY TEAM RECEIVES TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  AWARD  
One of six jurisdictions selected nationwide 

 

Southcentral Alaska is one of just six regions across the country singled out for assistance by 
the National District Attorneys Association (NDAA) to crack down on youth and gang 
violence, according to a city-federal partnership. 
 
The Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Policy Team announced today it has been awarded 
technical assistance to develop and implement a collaborative strategy to reduce youth and 
gang-related violence by the NDAA. The group was selected through a national competition. 
 
“The Policy Team impressed reviewers with the significant efforts already undertaken by 
local law enforcement, including the offices of U.S. Attorney Nelson Cohen and Mayor Mark 
Begich, to develop comprehensive strategies to prevent, intervene, and suppress gang 
activity,” said David LaBahn, director of Research and Development Division for the 
Association.  “The Tri-Borough partnership between Anchorage and the Matanuska-Susitna 
and Kenai Peninsula boroughs broadens the collaborative element that is important to the 
success of such efforts.” 
 
The award includes on-site technical and professional assistance, where a team of four 
traveled to Anchorage.  In addition to LaBahn, members of the technical assistance team 
include Steven Jansen, director of the National Center for Community Prosecution at the 
American Prosecutors Research Institute; Judge Eileen Koretz, formerly the supervising 
judge for the Criminal Court of the City of New York for New York County; and John 
Megaw, deputy project director for the Harlem Community Justice Center. 
 
The team is in Anchorage this week meeting with law enforcement and other city, borough, 
state and federal officials. Issues addressed include public safety challenges faced by 
communities neighboring another that is cracking down on gang crime, prisoner re-entry 
issues, inter-agency collaborations to address gang-related crimes, and student absenteeism.   
 
“We’re proud to have been selected for this opportunity to enhance our work to reduce youth 
and gang violence,” Begich said. “Only by sharing information and establishing collaborative 
relationships can we continue to successfully combat these problems in our communities.” 
 
“It’s important to tell others about the work we’re doing here in Alaska, and to also continue 
learning about efforts in other jurisdictions,” Cohen said. “Being recognized for our work by 
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broadening the partnership we’ve developed is a great reward that will continue to bear 
fruit.” 
 
The other five communities selected for the technical assistance include Akron, Ohio; Carson 
City, Nevada; Lexington County, South Carolina; Frederick, Maryland; and DeKalb County, 
Georgia. 
 
The Policy Team consists of 20 members, including the Tri-Borough mayors, the U.S. 
Attorney, and representatives from the Alaska Judiciary (ex-officio), Alaska District 
Attorney's office, Anchorage Prosecutor's office, criminal defense practice, law 
enforcement, school districts, local non-profit agencies, faith-based organizations, and 
other community groups. Each member of the Team serves on at least one sub-committee 
in the areas of Prevention, Intervention, and Law Enforcement.  The sub-committees 
began meeting in January 2007. 
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