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Submitted by:  Chair of the Assembly at
the Request of the Mayor

Prepared by: ~ Municipal Light and Power
Department

For reading: July 15, 2008

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AQ No. 2008-90

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD A
NEW TITLE 32 FOR THE MUNICIPAL POWER AUTHORITY AND ENACTING
SECTION 4.80.030, AMENDING CHAPTER 26.30 AND SECTIONS 3.20.070,
3.70.060, 4.50.020, 4.70.010, AND 26.10.025, AND REPEALING SECTION 4,70.030
TO PROVIDE FOR CONSISTENCY WITH NEW TITLE 32.

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1. The Anchorage Municipal Code is amended to enact a new title 32,
Municipal Power Authority, to read as follows:

TITLE 32
MUNICIPAL POWER AUTHORITY
Chapters
32.10 General Provisions.
32.20 Operation and Management of the Utility.
32.30 Personnel.
32.40 Miscellaneous Provisions.

Chapter 32.10 GENERAIL PROVISIONS

32.10.010 Establishment.

32.10.020 Governing body.

32.10.030 Powers of the board of directors.
32.10.040 Meetings of the Board of Directors
32.10.050 Extraterritorial Jurisdiction
32.10.060 Definitions

32.10.010 Establishment.

There is established the Municipal Power Authority, a public corporate authority of
the municipality. The authority is an instrument of the municipality, but exists
independently of and separately from the municipality. The authority shall
continue to exist until terminated by ordinance. When the utility’s existence is
terminated, all of the authority’s rights, assets and properties shall pass to the
municipality.
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AO adding new title 32 and amending titles 3, 4, and 26

to provide for consistency with new title 32

32.10.020 Governing body.

A.

The Municipal Power Authority shall be governed by a board of directors
consisting of seven (7) members, appointed by the mayor, subject to
confirmation by the assembly. All directors shall be citizens of the United
States, and residents of and registered voters in the Municipality of
Anchorage. Board members shall be qualified as follows:

1. One member shall be a member in good standing of the Alaska Bar
with experience in utility matters;

2. One member shall be a registered professional engineer in Alaska
with experience in utility matters;

3. One member shall have experience in finance, accounting, or
business administration with experience in utility matters;

4. One member shall be a municipal employee; and
5. Three members shall be at large.

Directors shall serve staggered terms. The first term lengths shall be as
follows:

Seat 1: 1 year

Seat 2: 2 years
Seat 3: 2 years
Seat 4: 3 years
Seat 5: 4 years
Seat 6: 4 years
Seat 7: 5 years

After the first term, terms for each seat shall be five years.

The general manager of the Municipal Light & Power Utility shall not be a
director, but shall serve as executive secretary and staff to the board.

The compensation for the Municipal Power Authority board of directors
shall be determined by the commission on salaries and emoluments in the
same manner as provided for elected officials in Charter section 5.08.

Except as may be inconsistent with the provisions of this title, chapter 4.05
shall apply to the board.

During their terms of office, directors may be removed by the mayor only
for cause.
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32.10.030

Powers of the board of directors.

A.

The authority shall operate and manage the Municipal Light & Power
Utility. In connection with the operation and management of the utility, the
board of directors may in general exercise any power unless otherwise
provided in the Charter, this Code, or prohibited by state law.

The board may also:

1.

2.

10.

11.

Adopt a seal;
Sue and be sued;

Annually review the compensation of utility employees, and take
such action with respect to utility employees as is required or
permitted by the Code;

Formulate and adopt policies for the utility, and forward proposed
rules and policies to the assembly for approval where required;

Adopt, amend and repeal bylaws for the board’s internal
organization and activitics; bylaws regarding notice of meetings
shall be consistent with the Charter and section 1.25.015;

Operate, manage, and control, utility land, plant, facilities, personal
property, and personnel in accordance with general standards
common to utilities, whether public or private, providing the same
utility service;

To the extent permitted by this Code, operate and manage all of the
utility’s human resource, payroll, accounts receivable, accounts
payable, purchasing, contracting, and other operational or business
functions;

Act on behalf of the Municipality to obtain rights-of-way necessary
or desirable to the utility’s services, subject to title 25;

The Municipal attorney shall advise and assist the authority on legal
matters; the board may obtain other appropriate non-legal
professional services as required,

Investigate, study, and plan utility facility requirements and service
conditions;

Plan and implement the utility’s capital improvement and
maintenance strategy and operations;
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12 Coordinate with the risk management division to obtain appropriate
insurance coverage for utility property and operations;

13. Set tariff rates and fees for products and services provided by the
utility, subject to approval by the assembly;

14.  Establish appropriate and reasonable tariff rules for the utility. The
existing tariff rules, approved by the Regulatory Commission of
Alaska as of the effective date of this section, shall continue in force
until changed by the board;

15.  Adjudicate formal complaints not resolved by the utility itself;

16.  Purchase or otherwise acquire other electric utilities or assets of
electric utilities on its own behalf or on behalt of the municipality,
subject to title 25 and assembly approval;

17. Recommend to the assembly revisions to the Code the board deems
necessary or desirable for the efficient operation of the utility or for
the benefit of its customers; and

18. Take all other actions under law it deems necessary to ensure the
independent operation and management of the utility, subject to
applicable Charter and Code provisions.

The board may exercise the power of eminent domain on behalf of the
utility only with prior approval by the assembly, or if required for an
emergency declaration by the mayor, in accordance with title 25.

The board may sell or dispose of utility real property, subject to prior
approval of the assembly. Title 25 shall apply to any sale or disposition of
utility real property.

The board may acquire real property on behalf of the utility, subject to prior
approval of the assembly. Title 25 shall apply to any acquisition of real
property for the utility by the board.

Changes to the utility’s tariff shall become effective only after notice,
consistent with chapter 1.25, subject to section 32.20.030, Rates, Fees, and
Charges, unless necessary to protect public health or safety.
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