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Meeting Summary 
Anchorage Disc Golf Site Selection and Management Study Advisory Group Kickoff Meeting

The first advisory group meeting was held on Tuesday, August 21st at USKH.  The meeting began with a discussion about the purpose and goals of the advisory group.  Group members generally agreed that the purpose of the group is to advise Parks & Recreation by:

· Identifying issues associated with disc golf facilities in Municipal parks

· Developing criteria to inform the site selection of new disc golf courses 

· Recommending management expectations to ensure disc golf activity is a sustainable part of the Municipal park system

The meeting primarily focused on key issues associated with supporting disc golf in Municipal parks.  Group members shared personal experiences with disc golf activity at Westchester Lagoon.  Some of the problems identified were:

· Public intoxication

· Damage to park assets (trees, vegetation)

· Congestion/conflicts on nearby shared use trails

· Conflicts between disc golf activity and other park uses

· Trash

Positive attributes of the Westchester Disc Golf course were also identified:

· Aesthetic beauty

· Ample sunlight on course area

· Convenient location of course with respect to downtown and other activities

· Multi-modal access – parking lot for cars, accessible by major trail corridor

· Course has a balance of holes that are engaging to beginners and experienced disc golfers
A short discussion on course development considerations included:

· Structural improvements to accommodate heavy foot traffic

· Building courses with extra holes to allow for alternate fairways, and tees to mitigate impact on land 

· Level of amenities to maintain course (trash receptacles, bathrooms, benches) 

Defining management expectations for disc golf activity in Municipal parks was brought up by several group members throughout the discussion.   The topic will be addressed in detail at a later meeting following the establishment of site selection criteria.  

Next Steps

The meeting closed with a discussion about schedule, next steps and community outreach.  The dates of the next three meetings were established and will be held at USKH on September 4th, September 18th and October 2nd.    At the next meeting, the advisory group will be tasked with defining site selection criteria.  While the advisory group will generate the criteria list, Parks & Recreation and USKH will help drive the discussion by providing examples of how other municipalities have determined site selection.  

Outreach

The Anchorage Disc Golf Site Selection and Management Study Advisory Group schedule, meeting minutes, and other relevant documents will be posted on the Parks & Recreation project website.  Parks & Recreation will notify the public of the project website via Facebook and a distribution list from the recent public process concerning the Westchester Disc Golf course seasonal closure.    
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