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MEMORANDUM
Date: October 6, 2016
To: Parks & Recreation Commission
From: Parks and Recreation Department

PRC 2016-27: Proposed Placement of “Vote by Mail” Ballot

Project: Drop Boxes at Parks & Recreation Facilities

Proposal

The Anchorage Assembly proposes placing ballot drop boxes at certain Municipal Recreation Centers
among other places as part of the implementation of the voting by mail program.

Attached is additional information further explaining the proposal and identifying the specific proposed
locations: Fairview and Spenard Community Recreation Centers, and Sullivan Arena.

This item was presented as an information item at the Commission’s September 8 meeting.

Recommendation

The Parks and Recreation Department recommends that the Parks and Recreation Commission adopt
the attached resolution in support of placing “Vote by Mail” ballot drop boxes at recreation facilities as
proposed.

Attachments
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Municipality of Anchorage, Alaska
Parks & Recreation Commission

632 W. 6" Avenue, Suite 630
P.O. Box 196650
Anchorage, AK 99519

Resolution No. 2016-21
Request for Approval to Place Ballot Drop Boxes at Recreation Centers

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory capacity to
both the Mayor and the Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility and duty to
provide for the long term vision of our park system by ensuring that a balance of parks, natural
resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, welfare, and safety of all residents of
the Anchorage Bowl; and

WHEREAS, Municipal recreation centers serve the community and neighborhoods in a variety of
ways; and

WHEREAS, the Municipality offers voting by mail and desires to make the process convenient for
the public; and

WHEREAS, Municipal recreation centers such as Fairview Recreation Center and Spenard
Recreation Center, as well as the Sullivan Arena, are potentially convenient sites to
accommodate ballot drop boxes to accept vote-by-mail ballots; and

WHEREAS, hosting ballot drop boxes at these sites would not impair recreational uses of these
sites; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission does not object to the
placement of ballot drop boxes at Fairview and Spenard Recreation Centers and at the Sullivan
Arena, and potentially at other Municipal recreation facilities if approved by the Municipal Clerk
and Parks and Recreation staff.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission this 13th day of
October 2016.

Chair
Parks and Recreation Commission
ATTEST:

John H. Rodda, Director
Parks & Recreation Department



WHEREAS, the recommendations proposed in the University Lake Park Master PI
attempt to balance the diverse wants and needs of all park users and are baseg’on
community and stakeholder preferences for desired future conditions, are inforpfed by
best practices, have been vetted by the advisory group, and have received gA4esolution
from the University Area Community Council; and

WHEREAS, the recommendations proposed in the University LakgAark Master Plan
provide strategies to retain the natural character of the park; ipfprove water quality,
wildlife and natural resource management; provide trails to port a variety of uses
including an off-leash trail, improving signage and wayfingthg, providing parking that
meets demand, and upgrading maintenance and amenitigg to support park use; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that thgZAnchorage Parks and Recreation
Commission approves the Master Plan submittgd by the Department and the advisory
group for University Lake Park.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Angfiorage Parks and Recreation Commission this
8th day of September, 2016.

Voting Record on Resolution 2816-20 University Lake Master Plan:
In favor Commissigfier Balamaci

igSioner Jon Dyson

issioner Michael McCambridge

missioner Peter Murphy

ommissioner Harlow Robinson

Commissioner Jim Winchester

None

None

Commissioner Richard Mystrom

Commissioner Levi Robinson

Commissioner Alison Smith

VIlIl. Information ltem

PRC 16-26 Vote by Mail — Ballot Drop Boxes at Recreation Centers
Presented by Dennis Wheeler, Resource Data

Dennis Wheeler discussed the Anchorage Assembly’s plan to implement voting by mail.
The plan is to place ballot drop boxes around the city in convenient, accessible
locations that can be used by voters. It is hoped the convenience will encourage more
voter turnout. The boxes are about the size of a traditional U.S. Postal Service mail
box. One box was placed on a trial basis at Fairview Recreation Center last year and
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the experiment was considered a success. There are three sites selected that require
the support of the Parks and Recreation Commission: Fairview Recreation Center,
Spenard Recreation Center, and the Sullivan Arena. Initially a single box will be
temporarily replaced at each location during the election cycle, with an eye toward
permanent placement if the chosen locations and the plan in general are successful.

Parks and Recreation staff will present this item for resolution at October’'s Parks and
Recreation Commission meeting, and provide a recommendation and proposed
resolution for the Commission’s consideration and approval.

Commissioner Comments

s working out. Mr. Durand replied that it seemed to be working well. The
ad had no negative feedback.

Commissioner J
unavailable to atte
appreciated the oppo
regrets that he will be un

es Balamaci reported that his term expires in October but he will be

that meeting; therefore, this meeting will be his last. He said he

nity to work with the Parks and Recreation Commission and
le to continue.

X. Upcoming Meeting

The next regular meeting of the Pa&ks and Recreation Commission is scheduled for
6:00 p.m., October 13, 2016, at Spenary Recreation Center.

Xl.  Adjournment

Upon motion duly made by Commissioner
Commissioner Harlow Robinson, the motion to adjou

eter Murphy and seconded by
was unanimously approved.

MINUTES APPROVED this __ day of , 2016:
Jon Dyson, Chair John Rodda, Director
Parks & Recreation Commission Parks & Recreation
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