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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
 

  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

 

October 9, 2011 

 
 
I.  Call to Order 
 
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order by 
Acting Chair Carl Propes at 6:05 p.m. on Thursday, October 9, 2014, at Spenard 
Recreation Center. 
 
II.  Roll Call  
 
Roll call was taken by John Rodda, Director of Parks and Recreation. 
  
Commissioners present: 
 Commissioner Jim Balamaci 
 Commissioner Jon Dyson 
 Commissioner Peter Murphy 
 Commissioner Richard Mystrom 
 Commissioner Carl Propes 
 Commissioner Harlow Robinson 
 Commissioner Levi Robinson  
 Commissioner James Winchester 
 
Commissioners absent/excused: 
 Commissioner Joey Caterinichio 
 
A quorum was present.   
 
Staff present: 
 John Rodda  
 Holly Spoth-Torres 
 Josh Durand 
 Diana Cramer 
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III.  Consent Agenda 
 
  A. Agenda: 
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded by, the Agenda for the October 9, 2014 meeting 
of the Parks and Recreation Commission was unanimously approved. 
 
  B. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Minutes of the September 11, 2014 meeting 
of the Parks and Recreation Commission were unanimously approved. 
  
IV.  Director’s Comments 
 
  John Rodda, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
End of summer:  Parks and Recreation is busy wrapping up its summer work projects 
and programs, and getting prepared for winter activities.   
 
Creative Place Making:  Next month Commissioners will receive a packet of information 
on Creative Place Making, which is a program designed to enhance public parks 
through the use of arts and culture.   
 
Westchester Lagoon Bridge:  It is hopeful that Parks and Recreation will be able to build 
a new bridge, and work out problems with the 2nd Avenue bridge, next summer, and 
continue planning for repairs or replacement to other bridges in need of work as well. 
 
Women’s 7 Rugby:  The women’s rugby demonstration put on last month was very 
successful.  It went over very well with the public and the schools.  In fact, there are now 
35-40 school-age girls involved in a winter program for non-contact rugby.  The program 
is being developed, with the likelihood of additional fields being constructed and special 
events taking place.  One event is a rugby tournament with attendance of 20 teams 
from Australia and New Zealand, and other places.   
 
Kincaid snow making:  We are awaiting snowfall in order to test the equipment.  
Hopefully, that will finally be the end of this project.   
 
3rd Avenue problems:  There have been a lot of problems with illegal camping in the 
overgrown area on the hill above the 3rd Avenue jail.  Community Work Service and 
Park Maintenance have been busy with illegal camp cleanups all summer.   
 
Hockey tournament:  It is likely that Anchorage has been chosen as the host for a 
national hockey tournament.  Information will be provided as plans develop.   
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Albrecht ballfields:  On October 22, Parks and Recreation staff have a meeting with 
representatives of Anchorage Sports Association in pursuit of its plans to construct a 
new concession building at Albrecht ballfields, which information was provided to the 
Commission in March 2014.  This project is moving forward.   
 
  Holly Spoth-Torres, Park Superintendent 
 
Ms. Spoth-Torres introduced Parks and Recreation’s new Volunteer Coordinator, 
Michelle Fehribach.  Ms. Fehribach has experience organizing community activities, and 
working with the Peace Corps and Americorps, and is dedicated to community service.   
 
V.  Appearance Requests 
 
There was one appearance request from representatives of the Alaska Highway 
Project.  Jean Pollard and Andrew Knoll discussed the desire of their organization to 
build a memorial honoring the African-American Army soldiers who built the Alaska 
portion of the Alaska Highway.  They will be working with Parks and Recreation staff to 
conduct site selection and design of the memorial.  Information will be presented to the 
Commission as the project develops, and then for its approval and resolution in support.   
 
VI.  Action Item 
 
  PRC 14-26 Loussac Library Improvements Phase 1   
  PRC Resolution 2014-19   
 
Peter Briggs of Corvus Design and Krista Phillips of RIM Architects presented details on 
the Loussac Library Improvements Phase 1 project.  The focus of the planned 
modifications, as presented at this meeting, relate to a new ground-level entry to the 
library building, and vehicular access and parking.   
 
Josh Durand, Park Planner, stated that Parks and Recreation Staff recommends a 
resolution approving the plan as presented here but with language added that 
specifically states that future development of the library property will include recognition 
of the 2006 Cuddy Family Midtown Park Master Plan. 
 
  Public Appearance Requests   
 
Dwayne Adams, a local architect, spoke in support of the Loussac Library 
Improvements Phase 1 as presented to the Parks and Recreation Commission at this 
meeting, and also recommended that the Commission state in its resolution that any 
future development of the library must recognize the 2006 Cuddy Family Midtown Park 
Master Plan.   
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Discussion amongst commissioners dealt with the best way to include the 
recommended language, and the wording thereof, in the resolution.   
 
After discussion, and upon motion duly made by Commissioner Balamaci and seconded 
by Commissioner Murphy, PRC Resolution 2014-19A: Resolution of Support for 
Proposed Z.J. Loussac Library Renovation, Phase I, was unanimously approved as 
follows:    
 

Resolution 2014-19A Resolution of Support for  
Proposed Z.J. Loussac Library Renovation, Phase I 

 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission serves in an advisory 
capacity to both the Mayor and the Assembly; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission has the responsibility 
and duty to provide for the long term vision of our park system by ensuring that a 
balance of parks, natural resources, and recreation facilities provides for the health, 
welfare, and safety of all residents of the Anchorage Bowl; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission recognizes the 
importance of protecting Municipal resources for permanent and long-term park use 
appropriate for providing an inclusive, orderly, cost effective and publicly supported park 
and recreation system supportive of other community facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Cuddy Family Mid-Town Park adjoins the grounds of the Z.J. Loussac 
Library; and  
 
WHEREAS, a master plan for the park  was developed with considerable public 
involvement and participation of Z.J. Loussac Library staff, and is intended to 
complement the site plan of the Library and strengthen the physical and visual 
connections between these facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the plans for Phase I of the improvements of the Z.J. Library primarily 
address changes to the building entrance; now, therefore, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission supports the 
conceptual plans for Z.J. Loussac Library Renovation Project Phase I regarding the 
library entrance; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that future development phases will include recognition 
of the 2006 Master Plan of Cuddy Family Midtown Park. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Parks and Recreation Commission this 
9th day of October 2014. 
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VII. Information Item 
 
  PRC 14-27:  2014 Construction Accomplishments 
 
Josh Durand, Park Planner, provided details of the 2014 construction accomplishments 
of Parks and Recreation.  Rather than hiring outside consultants, engineers, and 
landscape architects, more work is being done in-house.  Therefore, a larger 
percentage of the costs of each project are going into the ground.  Key 
accomplishments in 2014 were: 
 

1. Over five million dollars in MOA park improvements;  
2. A successful volunteer program with over 8,500 volunteer hours; 
3. Phase 1 rehabilitation of the Chester Creek Trail;  
4. Nine neighborhood park fix-it events; 
5. Seven Youth Employment in Parks Projects; 
6. Two new and three renovated playgrounds; and  
7. Six challenge grant projects.  

 
This year’s projects included:  
 

• Balto Seppala Park playground upgrade and picnic shelter; 

• Abbott Loop Community Park playground improvements; 

• Arctic Benson Park playground improvements and dog park upgrades; 

• Pena Fields (at Centennial Park) ADA upgrades and picnic patio; 

• Creekside Park ballfield upgrades; 

• Little Dipper Park viewing platform; 

• University Lake Park kiosk and park signage installation; 

• Goose Lake Park basketball court resurfacing;  

• Lanie Fisher Chester Creek Trail Phase 1 rehabilitation; 

• Papago Park parking lot improvements; 

• Russian Jack Springs Golf Course greens and tees replacement; 

• Oceanview Park playground replacement; 

• Stephenson Park playground installation; 

• Jewel Lake Park dock replacement; 

• ALPAR site at Westchester Lagoon landscape improvements; 

• Spencer Loop Trail repairs and improvements; 

• Roosevelt Park swing replacement; 

• Greenbelt trail bridge improvements; 

• Kincaid Singletrack trails, new soft-surface trails; 

• Russian Jack Springs Park greenbelt bridge repair; 

• Little Campbell Lake trail maintenance; 

• Far North Bicentennial Park trail construction and maintenance; 

• Campbell Creek Estuary Natural Area trail construction and maintenance; 
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• Ruth Arcand Park trail maintenance; 

• Moen Park trail construction; and 

• Campbell Creek streambank vegetation.   
 
VIII. Upcoming Meetings 
 
The next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission is scheduled for 6:00 p.m., 
November 13, 2014, at Spenard Recreation Center. 
 
IX.  Adjourment 
 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MINUTES APPROVED this ___ day of __________, 2014: 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________   _______________________________ 
Chair       Director 
Parks & Recreation Commission   Parks & Recreation 
 
 


