Girdwood Public Safety Advisory Committee

December 3, 2018
 Minutes Draft

7PM Call to order, Ken Waugh
Confirmation of Quorum:  All attending
Agenda Approved for December 3, 2018 meeting 
MH/MO
Minutes Approval for October 1, 2018 meeting

MH/GW
Announcements/Introductions/Presentation:
None
Public Safety Reports:
WPD Update (WPD Interim Chief Robert Baty): Chief Baty was introduced at GBOS meeting in the end of November. He has just signed one year contract with Whittier.  Whittier Police Dept is now fully staffed with 6 officers.  

Activity report reflects ongoing effort to maintain high visibility in the community, with business checks around town.  There have been a number of vehicle break-ins recently, but there is no particular pattern to the activity.  Chief Baty reminds people to lock their cars and not leave valuables in them. Group discusses that the relationship with APD is strong, the two groups work well cooperatively together and have established protocols that are working. 
Stats and Activities YTD:  Report received 11-1-18 thru 11-30-18 and will be posted on the website.

GFR Update (Chief Michelle Weston):  417 responses YTD.  Community Thanksgiving was a big success.  

Chimney fire today, Chief Weston reminds people to clean their chimneys.  There are chimney cleaning logs at Home Depot or Lowes. She also recommends getting chimney sticks, which can be put in the fire box if there is a fire and helps to extinguish it. This product is also available at hardware stores.  
Strong response from GFD during and after the earthquake.  Windshield survey of the community was completed in under an hour, which is optimal.  15 members were on hand at the department, additional 8 came from Anchorage when the Seward Highway opened.  911 system went down during quake, alternate communications system was set up and broadcast via social media and radio. Command center was set up and staffed throughout.  Glycol leak in the old ambulance bay shut down the heat to the fire department, library, community center until early SAT AM.  MOA sent repair crew as soon as they could to get that repaired.  Seward Highway closed for about 2 hours, Lifemed not available, AFD and GFD worked out alternate plan, had it been needed. Some gas leaks reported.
Takeaways:  
Michelle plans to implement Instant Action Plan (IAP) training at GFR.  

CERT Training was put in to use, newly minted CERT members assisted at Fire Station.
Girdwood would have had more issues if the power had gone out.

Support and communications with AFD, APD, Municipal Manager, etc were great, even with 911 issue.

MOA provided service as quickly as possible, even though Girdwood was not as hard hit as sections of Anchorage and Eagle River.

GBOS Public Safety Supervisor report (Robert Snitzer)
Thank you to public safety professionals for their work during the earthquake and aftermath.  Infrastructure, both public and private held up well.  Robert Baty was introduced to GBOS as new Interim Chief mid-November, excited to have him in position.  GBOS is pleased with Whittier Police service the last two years, right sized model with community focus.  There is about 1 year remaining in the contract, GBOS is eager to have PSAC continue review of service options and put forward a recommendation before summer 2019.

Public Safety Outreach Opportunities/Events:

Holiday Bazaar


12/8/18

Girdwood School


12-6
Santa visit


12/20/18

Hotel Alyeska 3F


evening

Christmas Pageant

12/24/18

Hotel Alyeska 3F


evening
New Years’ Eve


12/31/18

Town-wide, base of mtn

evening
Girdwood Public Safety Advisory Committee is a sub-committee to the Girdwood Board of Supervisors

Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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Old Business:

1) Discuss contract renewal with Whittier City Manager Jim Hunt and Interim Police Chief Robert Baty

Whittier City Council is interested in contract renewal with Girdwood/MOA for police services.

PSAC to review current contract, review data from WPD activity reports over last 2 years, and create list of items that are desired in upcoming contract to provide to Whittier and Anchorage by March, there may be pre-meetings required in February and March.  PSAC would like to see proposals in April, 2019 to send recommendation to GBOS

2) Review Community Emergency Plan status 
Tabled as Michelle attended EMS call.

New business
None

Public Comment:

None
Other Business & Roundtable Comments from the Board:
3) DOT Items:

Response to request for Alyeska Highway directional signage – no new information 
Bike Path Sweeps:  DOT has changed design standards going forward in similar projects. There is no funding to change current Alyeska Highway pathway design, but DOT will support additional striping and addition of removable bollards at intersections.
4) Girdwood Grassroots concerns:
· Bears: Girdwood Bear Aware received GBOS Resolution of Support for law to require all trash is in bear resistant containers in Girdwood.  Group plans public info campaign this spring.  PSAC asks for Girdwood Bear Aware to provide update at the January 2019 PSAC meeting.
· Dogs:  Anchorage Animal Care and Control provided information for staff to distribute regarding reporting aggressive dogs, etc.  Four Valleys Community School provided a free community presentation regarding dog handling by professional handler in charge of rescue dogs with the Resort.  
No further follow up expected.
Adjourn 8:30PM

