Girdwood Public Safety Advisory Committee 
Regular Meeting

November 6, 2019
Minutes Final

The Girdwood Board of Supervisors, its committees, and subcommittees are subject to the Alaska Open Meetings Act as found in Alaska Statute 44.62.310 and Anchorage Municipal Code1.25 - Public Meetings.

7:04PM Call to order, Ken Waugh, Co-Chair
Confirmation of Quorum: confirmed.  Attending are Ken Waugh, Mike Opalka, Jerry Fox (GBOS Public Safety)
Agenda approval for November 6, 2019 meeting JF/KW
3-0
Minutes approval from October 8, 2019 meeting JF/KW
3-0

Announcements/Introductions/Presentation:
PSAC seats C and D (Opalka and Wade) are set to renew their 2 year terms in March, 2020.
  

Old Business:

1) Update on approval of Girdwood Police Services Contract by Whittier Town Council and Anchorage Assembly.  Anchorage Assembly passed the contract 2 meetings ago. City Manager will sign as soon as Whittier Town Council has approved the contract.  Nov 12 (TUE) is introduction at Whittier Town Council meeting; Chief Achee has mentioned that a Special Meeting will be recommended to approve it. Otherwise, the Whittier meetings are monthly and vote on approval would be in December.
Tommy O’Malley has provided letter of support for Whittier contract.

Group discusses sending a representative from Girdwood to attend the discussion and vote.  Group requests info from WPD regarding the date/time selected for the Special meeting.

2) Review past/upcoming community events (see list below)
In addition, Chief Achee has mentioned a program with kids regarding safe use of the new crosswalk light, once it’s installed.
 
New business:

3) Discuss PSAC meeting schedule – tabled to new year.

Group does discuss next month meeting.  
Several members of PSAC have mentioned they are not available Dec 2.  This meeting will be re-scheduled or maybe cancelled depending upon agenda. Alternate dates will be emailed to PSAC for consideration:  THU Dec 5 is currently available in early December.


Public Comment:

Persons offering public comment must state their full name and address.  Public Comment is limited to three (3) minutes per person and must be on subjects not listed on the agenda.

Other Business 
4) Girdwood Grassroots concerns from prior meetings:
Update on request to lower speed limit on Crow Creek Road: no update from DOT
Update on Alyeska Highway Pedestrian Safety Corridor Sweeps mitigation: bollards and signs have been purchased and are being placed until snow clearing requires removal; stencils will be painted in spring 2020; re-marking lines to show crossing of path at intersections will be added in Spring 2020.  DOT has advised that they will re-pay GVSA for these mitigation measures.  Overall re-design of the sweeps is not currently under way.  DOT did not apply for federal funding for this project in the last grant funding cycle.
Update on Hightower/Alyeska Hwy Crosswalk light project:  Light posts expected to arrive in December and will be installed upon arrival.
Update on Special Events Parking: HLB is working on a temporary impound lot for special events, with a goal of having this in place for contract by towing company for Spring Carnival.  Currently there is no local towing company, however other companies may bid on this contract.
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5) Roundtable comments from the PSAC board
Ken Waugh: Requests update from WPD regarding reports of knife/machete wielding individual in Girdwood.
Mike Opalka: Concern about homeless camps in the woods and fire danger/bear danger.  Group discusses large camp that has recently been exposed as leaves have fallen.  This is a significant camp with lots of food, trash, debris.  Camp is on ASD land, HLB is helping with posting the site; neighbors and family of the camper have assisted in part of the cleanup.  GVSA staff are removing the rest and anticipate that this will be a full dumpster of trash accumulated throughout the summer, including boxes of donated canned and fresh food, bags of clothing from the Big Brothers/Big Sisters bin; books and magazines from library give-away and post office.

Kyle Kelley: working with WPD on abandoned vehicles.  Vehicles get tagged and some are moved across the parking lot and left again for the next cycle, however progress is being made with some.  Turnagain Towing has not been able to respond to most recent requests, working with Anchorage Towing, which tows abandoned vehicles that have not been burned for free as they are able to re-sell for parts, etc.
Work will continue to clear the lots and parking spaces around town.

Group discusses that DOT is changing the signage regarding maintenance on the Seward Highway.  No maintenance 10P-4A signs will be replaced. There is no change to the DOT plans for handling maintenance on the highway presented with the announcement of the closure of Silvertip Station at the Hope Road junction.
Public Safety Reports:

WPD Update (WPD Interim Chief Andre Achee): No report, Chief is currently out of town.
GFR Update (Chief Michelle Weston): 48 members; Nov 19 will be a combined CERT/GFR exercise with medic bus. 7 new firefighters, good interest for new class in February.  Local participation remains low, with only 1 Girdwood member in the new class.  AFD contract renewal is on hold until February while GFR works on accounting. New contract for out of service area responses in Kenai Peninsula Borough is expected to bring in $20,000 to GVSA once signed.  

Nikki Olson has been awarded the EMS Educator of the Year!

GBOS Public Safety Supervisor report (Jerry Fox): No additional report

Public Safety Outreach Opportunities/Events:
Girdwood School Play

THU-FRI Nov 14/15

Girdwood K—8 School Commons

Girdwood School Bazaar
SAT Dec 7


Girdwood K-8 School
Girdwood School Holiday Show
WED Dec 18


Girdwood K-8 School Commons



ASD winter break

FRI-MON Dec 20-Jan 5

Winter break
New Years Festivities

TUE Dec 31


New Year’s Eve
Military Monday


MON Jan 6


Resort event 1st MON Monthly

ASD Parent Teacher Conf
WED-THU Feb 12-13

Half Day School

ASD spring break

FRI-SUN March 6-15

Spring Break

Alyeska Spring Carnival

Apr 17-19


Resort Event
Alaska Motor Musher Weekend April 24-26


Resort Event

Bike to School Day

TBA
Alaskaman Tri


June 27



Community Event

Forest Fair


July 3-5


Community Event
Blueberry Fest


August 15-16


Resort Event

Adjourn 7:45PM

