Girdwood Public Safety Advisory Committee 
Regular Meeting

May 6, 2019
 Minutes Final

The Girdwood Board of Supervisors, its committees, and subcommittees are subject to the Alaska Open Meetings Act as found in Alaska Statute 44.62.310 and Anchorage Municipal Code1.25 - Public Meetings.

7PM Call to order, Ken Waugh, Co-Chair
Quorum confirmed

Eryn Boone attending on behalf of Jerry Fox, who is the new Public Safety GBOS member.
Agenda Approved for May 6, 2019 meeting
GW/MO
3-0
Minutes approved from April 4, 2019 meeting
MO/GW
3-0
Announcements/Introductions/Presentation:
Old Business:

1) Review status of Whittier Police Service Contract:
Chief Achee are working through language changes in the new contract, specifically the description of how 911 calls are handled is out of date.

Kyle plans to meet with Jerry Fox to review changes requested in the contract, and then will turn over the contract negotiations to the MOA legal department, to engage with Whittier legal counsel.  

Current contract expires 12/31/19 at midnight.  Goal for contract renewal to be set is end of 3rd Quarter.  

2) Review spring carnival events
WPD reports that they were busy and had all available officers in Girdwood.  
GFR reports that vehicles parked to attend slush cup on SAT blocked hydrants and blocked access to neighborhood roads.  
During Forest Fair and Spring Carnival, peak days of attendance (SAT of each event), bring more vehicles than there is reliable parking to accommodate, ticketing would not solve the problem, and towing is not realistic as it takes 2+ hours to tow one vehicle to town.

In Anchorage and other communities, organizers of large events are required to hire traffic control (off-duty APD) to manage traffic to ensure safety of neighborhood residents.  Events in Girdwood have grown on peak days, especially if good weather draws large crowds.

Looking forward to Forest Fair permitting Michelle Weston (GFR), Mike Opalka (GFF), Tommy O’Malley (GFF), Andre Achee (WPD), and Kyle Kelley will meet to work on solutions for Forest Fair, so that an operational permit can be issued and other permitting can go forward. In addition to neighborhood access, there are also concerns regarding the density of campground camping during Forest Fair, as access/egress of fire equipment is  blocked.

New business
3) Consider PSAC member to serve as co-chair - tabled
4) Public outreach opportunities School, Coffee with Cops – reviewed schedule below and added items.  Also baseball season has started, encourage WPD to stop by.
Public Comment:
Krystal Hoke introduces herself as Executive Director of Girdwood Alliance. 

Margaret Tyler states that WPD has provided excellent response to request for help with homeless and illegal camping.

Mike Opalka mentions the beached whale.  APD offered no response, WPD sent an officer to assist.  Michelle Weston reports that cars were stopped and drivers were out of their vehicles in the driving lane.  Michelle reported to AFD Deputy Chief Cain, but no response yet from APD Chief Doll.  Kyle will follow up with Chief Doll and will bring up Forest Fair parking concerns.
Seward Highway construction south of Girdwood will continue to be an item for communications with fire dept and police.  WPD and GFR have numbers for the foreman and project manager and are able to be in touch with them.

Girdwood Public Safety Advisory Committee is a sub-committee to the Girdwood Board of Supervisors

Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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Other Business & Roundtable Comments from the Board:
1) Girdwood Grassroots concerns:
· Bears (Girdwood Bear Aware): Event on May 11 10A-12P at the Fire Hall.
The ordinance that has been recommended through PSAC to MOA is likely to be on the Assembly agenda on May 21.  This will allow the city manager to determine locations within the MOA that are required to have bear resistant trash cans and will clarify fines for feeding wildlife.  Alaska Waste and other trash can providers are regulated by the RSA, the delay in implementation of this ordinance is related to ensuring that regulatory items are also handled.

· Response to request for Alyeska Highway directional signage – no update
· DOT response to request for Seward Highway signage at pullouts – no update
Public Safety Reports:

WPD Update (WPD Interim Chief Andre Achee):  Hiring 2 new officers (1 seasonal, 1 permanent, both experienced).

Expect to be fully staffed with 6 officers by July. 
Stats and Activities YTD provided. New reporting system isn’t the same as the previous one and appears to have fewer responses reported.  Working on getting a report that reflects response of WPD.
Recent incident that was posted on Girdwood social media last weekend is being addressed.
Recent issue with Cordova dispatching is being addressed with ACS.
GFR Update (Chief Michelle Weston)

174 runs YTD, 8 new members started with GFR in recent weeks, and another 6-8 new members will begin in June.  About half of the new members and recruits are from Girdwood.
Manch Garhart’s baby came a bit early, he’s out for a while with injury and baby.
GFR is converting over for summer operations, getting boat out and wildfire equipment ready.  AFD Forester is coming to talk to CERT.  There is a 50/50 match for tree removal near residences.  Talk to Michelle for more details.  Kyle and Michelle may work on chipping trees. The grant for Girdwood brush lot is not funded.
Michelle reminds people not to use the fire lane by the fire hall.
GBOS Public Safety Supervisor report (Eryn Boone for Jerry Fox)
Recommendation of PSAC for WPD contracting has been voted on, so contract negotiations can begin.
GBOS approved funds for the crosswalk light at Hightower/Egloff and Alyeska Highway.  This project should start in June.

Public Safety Outreach Opportunities/Events:
School Bike Rally

WED May 8 8AM & 3PM

Girdwood School

Wake Up Girdwood:Bear AwareSAT May 11 10A-12P

Fire Hall
Fiddlehead Festival

SAT-SUN June 1-2

Resort Event

AlaskaMan Triathalon

SAT June 29


Seward Highway/Girdwood events

Girdwood Forest Fair

FRI-SUN July 5-7

Town Event

Discrete Mountain Run

SAT July 27


Town Trail Event
Blueberry Festival

SAT-SUN Aug 17-18

Resort Event

End of year bike festival
FRI-SUN Sept 6-8

Resort Event
Fungus Fair


SAT-SUN Sept 7-8

Community Event
Climb-A-Thon


SAT Sept 14


North Face Trail Event
Rotary Health Fair

SAT Sept 28


Community Event

Girdwood Trail Marathon
SAT Oct 5


Community Event
Adjourn 8:07PM
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