Girdwood Land Use Committee

Notice of Meeting on November 11, 2019 
7PM
Minutes Final
The following items have been submitted as agenda items for consideration at the meeting of the Girdwood Land Use Committee.  A voting member is any person eighteen (18) years of age or older who has been a resident and/or property owner, business owner or designated representative of a non-profit association who has resided in, owned property in, owned a business located in, or operated as a non-profit association for ninety (90) days or longer in Girdwood Valley.
The Girdwood Board of Supervisors, its committees, and subcommittees are subject to the Alaska Open Meetings Act as found in Alaska Statute 44.62.310 and Anchorage Municipal Code1.25 - Public Meetings.

Agenda Item LUC 1911-01: 
Call to order 7:03PM Brian Burnett
Agenda Approved for November 11, 2019 Regular Meeting
M. Edgington/K. McDermott
Minutes Approved from October 14, 2019 Regular Meeting
K. McDermott/M. Edgington
LUC Officer reports




None

Announcements & Presentations:
Girdwood Trails Committee and Girdwood Land Use Committee are scheduled hold elections to designate officers at their January 2020 regular meetings.

Girdwood Brewing Company presentation regarding amendment to the brewery’s Conditional Use Permit to expand operations to the entire building. No action required. This meeting will serve the community meeting requirement.  Josh Hegna and Rory Marenco present that public notice of this meeting was sent to neighbors 32 days ago.  Parking is being addressed at the brewery with new parking plan, which includes bike racks and service by Glacier Valley Transit.  Brewery plans to have the full packet submitted to the MOA Planning dept by the end of the month and anticipate review by Planning and Zoning and Assembly starting in February.
Agenda Item LUC 1911-02:  Public Comment (3 minutes each)
Brian Burnett announces that snowmaking preparations have begun on Alyeska and the mountain is closed for uphill traffic until spring.
Agenda Item LUC 1911-03: Committee reports, 3 minutes each:

Trails Committee Report (Carolyn Brodin):  Meeting in November discussed Trail Towns; vote to recommend GBOS resolution of support for RTP grant application and Huddle AK Sole Source contract for the Girdwood Trail Plan.  Acknowledged volunteers who worked on trails projects in the summer.  Review of proposed adjustments to the hand tram, which includes larger fall netting, railings, striping.  Continued discussion of the maintenance and operation of the hand tram will be on-going.  Discussion of work on the Virgin Creek Falls trail
HLB Commission Report (Ron Tenny): No report.
Little Bears Re-build project (Kyle Kelley):  GBOS passed resolution for bonding language of $2.2M to be drafted for removal of existing buildings and construction of modern community building. Preservation of the history of activities of the current buildings to be discussed later in this agenda.

GBOS Report (Mike Edgington):  GBOS met with the Fire Dept Board regarding budget, AFD contract, level of service based on budget, and funding capital projects.  GBOS meet with the MOA and discussed dedication of the ball field in memory of Sladen Mohl; temporary impound lot for large events in Girdwood; regulation of Short Term rentals; Fire Dept budget; Closure of Silvertip station on the Seward Highway, and MOA effort to ensure egress with secondary routes in neighborhoods. GBOS regular meeting passed resolution regarding Community building bond and approval of the Whittier Police Services contract.  Non profit grant awards were made, liquor license Letter of Non-Objection passed.  Request for support for no upgrades to Gunnysack Mine Road was not approved, as recommended by LUC.  Meeting with Fire Dept finalized resolution of support for purchase of breathing apparatus along with AFD purchase of equipment.
Title 21, Chapter 9 Review Committee (Mike Edgington): Discussion later in this agenda.
Housing Working Group (Mike Edgington): Meeting WED at 7PM will focus on Community Land Trust.
Imagine! Girdwood (Girdwood Area Plan) (Mike Edgington): Meetings are currently focusing on trails and recreation.  Next meeting is Dec 4 at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room.
Old Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1907-05:  Discussion of Short Term rental impacts on community (Echo Ridge Road).

Regulation of short term rentals has been brought forward, in particular parking, which is discussed separately under new business.
Seward has model for regulation/registration that may be helpful.  Anchorage B&B Association may be interested in supporting Short Term rental regulation.  It is still to be determined if regulation will be applied as Muni-wide topic or Girdwood only.
Girdwood Land Use Committee Meeting Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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Agenda Item LUC 1905-05:  Update on current status of proposed changes to T21C9 related to commercial parking requirements. Mike Edgington presents draft ordinance language, which includes a table scaling back required parking as discussed in May and earlier in the year.  Businesses that are 100% local use, such as child care are scaled back by 50%; visitor industry businesses stay the same. Businesses with mix of local and visitor population are scaled back by 30%. Landscaping is removed from parking lots as it conflicts with snow and ice mitigation. Setbacks are scaled back to 10’.  Paving is not longer required.  If parking lot connects to paved road, 20’ of adjacent access is to be paved. Permeable surface required between paving and raw land. T21C9 group will continue to work on language and will present next month with request for LUC to recommend GBOS resolution supporting approval by the Anchorage Assembly.
New Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1911-04:  Historic Preservation 
Little Bears Project: 30 year old buildings to be sold or demolished to make room for new community building.  History of the uses of those buildings is to be preserved through a variety of efforts.  Ideas include:  recording and transcribing oral histories through JukeBox at UAF; architectural features could be incorporated in the new building design; 1% for art projects can be required to address history of child care and fire dept; interpretive displays; outdoor mural.
Girdwood Historic Preservation overall:  Girdwood is initiating conversation regarding preservation of historic features of the community with help from our Historic Preservation Commissioners, Connor Scher and Julie Raymond-Yakoubian.  Evidence of Native uses of the area, trails, mining, etc should be preserved.  Commissioners are planning to have a booth at the Holiday Bazaar at the school on Dec 7 to collect ideas.  Jason Jeffers recommends that the group look at the artwork in new AFD Station 3 in Mountainview, which commemorates the old station.


Agenda Item LUC 1911-05:  Review of language defining LUC membership. Language in LUC membership doesn’t require current residency and is vague in describing the geographic area discussed at LUC.  Mike Edgington presents recommended language for consideration and review.

 
Agenda Item LUC 1911-06:  Initial Presentation by Girdwood Brewing Company.  Request for LUC Recommendation for GBOS Resolution of support for code change to allow food concessions in area zoned gC10. Josh Hegna presents that as part of the Conditional Use Permit process to extend brewery to the entire building, it was discovered that gC-10 does not allow for food trucks.  Food trucks are allowed in other commercial areas throughout the MOA.  Planning department will meet internally to discuss this on TUE Nov 12.  This is a big impact to the 5 small food truck businesses that set up at the Brewery; changing code can be a long process.  Brewery and food truck owners are trying to find an interim agreement that will work while code is being changed.  Food and alcohol are a positive combination; no complaints have been received regarding the businesses being there for the 1.5 years they’ve operated.  Strange zoning of gC-10 was a carryover from prior anticipated use of the area for a hotel.  Mike Edgington asks if this should be more of a universal change, allowing food trucks in all commercial areas.  Brewery is seeking only for their parcel and do not want to complicate the issue and risk having it take longer.

Informal poll of those attending the LUC meeting shows unanimous support (13-0) for allowing food trucks in gC-10.


Agenda Item LUC 1911-07:  Discuss parking restrictions in Girdwood; in particular related to Echo Ridge Dr. and Garmish Rd.
Kyle Kelley presents that parking on Echo Ridge has been discussed in the context of short term rentals.  Garmish Road also has parking issues, based on access to the Daylodge and lower mountain lifts.  MOA Traffic Engineer has reviewed the maps of these areas and support signage to limit parking to one side of the road to ensure emergency vehicle access.  There may be some other areas that request this as well.  Starting in 2020, WPD contact includes parking enforcement.  
Other:  Ann Kaiser brings up that there is no buffer between her property line on Timberline and the road’s right of way.  She disagrees with the survey completed by The Boutet Company this summer and wants another professional surveyor to mark the corners and lot line.  Staff states that GVSA paid for a professional surveyor, if a second opinion is required, the property owner should hire them.  MOA right of way officer will come to meet with the surveyor to review the findings.  Currently this is at an impasse because the property owner has not hired a surveyor, and the information from the professional who previously surveyed at the cost of the GVSA, has not been accepted by the property owner.  Roads in Girdwood are typically not centered in the platted Right of Way and are also not a wide as the Right of Way.  Ann Kaiser is encouraged to hire a surveyor and let staff know when to have the Right of Way officer meet.
Pending Business:

Agenda Item LUC 1905-05:  Request for LUC recommendation for GBOS Resolution of Support for change to T21C9 related to commercial parking requirements (Mike Edgington)

Agenda Item LUC 1905-06:  Request for LUC recommendation for GBOS Resolution of Support for Dimensional Variance request 159 Aspen Mountain Road (Kristian Sieling, presenting)
Agenda Item LUC 1906-04:  Second presentation of Alyeska Nordic Spa project (Marco Zaccaro, Z Architects, presenting).  Group is seeking LUC recommendation for GBOS Resolution of Support for the project’s Development Master plan. 


Request for GBOS/LUC Joint Meeting (2 of 2 in 2019): no 

Adjourn 8:20PM
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