Girdwood Land Use Committee

June 12, 2017
Minutes Final
Agenda Item LUC 1706-01: 
Call to order 7:05 Brian Burnett
Attending are Brian Burnett and Di Powers. 
Agenda Approved for June 12, 2017 Regular Meeting
Minutes from May 8, 2017 Regular Meeting approved
LUC Officer reports:
Brian Burnett reports that in response to community concerns about the Alyeska Highway Pedestrian Safety Corridor final construction configuration, he measured at each of the swoops.  It appears that the pavement is 1.5 feet narrower than he anticipated, and the curves are sharper at entry to the intersections than the engineering documents that were presented at GTC, LUC and GBOS for approval.  Jerry Fox and Mike Edgington have been in touch with the state’s project engineers, Sean Holland and Alan Drake.  They state that the final construction is within the specs. Non-hardened surface is included in the width needed to be within specs – the non-hardened surface is 1.5 feet.  
Concern is that kids biking on the path end up very close to traffic lanes, additional impediments such as fast bikers, trash containers set out for trash pick-up, etc push pedestrians closer to traffic.  

Possible solutions may be painting center line/edge line on the bike path so that there is a visual cue of where bikes should be on the trail.

Brian requests that state project engineers are invited to the July LUC meeting to discuss options to improve the safety of the Highway Safety Corridor.

Larry Holmes adds that commercial vehicles working on utilities, etc should not use the bike path to access their work.  These vehicles are too heavy to drive on the path and will break it down.

Announcements & Presentations:
GBOS/LUC Quarterly Joint Meeting is scheduled for MON June 19 at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room.
This meeting was later cancelled as there are no agenda items.

Agenda Item LUC 1706-02:  Public Comment
Deb Essex states that construction has begun of new hangars at the airport.  Please keep dogs on leash when near the runway and taxiway.  Recently a take-off was aborted when a dog ran in front of the plane.  
Agenda Item LUC 1706-03: Committee reports:
GBOS Report (Mike Edgington)
Items discussed at May GBOS meeting included status of TASC group, effort to have WPD enforce MOA parking laws, Support for Variance request by Eric Lowman, approval of use of herbicides on invasive weeds, and presentation of wetland mitigation bank concept by HLB
LUC discussed parking issue: Community members have complained about parking on streets and private land over special event weekends such as Spring Carnival and Forest Fair; abandoned vehicles in park and ride and other lots; and cars that impede snow clearing and snow storage.  In response to these complaints GBOS has been seeking approval for WPD to ticket and tow vehicles.  However, municipal code requires that this type of enforcement is only allowable by APD except in downtown.  Changing this will require a change in the MOA charter, a positive vote in Girdwood as well as the rest of the MOA.

Girdwood Land Use Committee Meeting Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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Trails Committee Report (Brian Burnett)
Items discussed at June 6 Trails meeting were:

Alyeska Highway Pedestrian Safety corridor alignment, Girdwood Trails Plan document, Support for GNSC trail as presented (this is on the LUC agenda), GMBA gave status report and want to volunteer on the Beaver Pond Trail, Cemetery walk thru on July 16 at 1PM, SCA work on the Beaver Pond Trail, Hand tram open. Many thanks to Alpine Air for their help flying the tram in and out.

No trails meeting in July, back to work in August.

Girdwood Area Plan Review Committee (Diana Livingston & Lewis Leonard)
Lewis Leonard reports that the group is working on the mission statement.  Plan developed in the 1990’s guides planning and zoning for all Girdwood development and is out of date, needing to be revised.

Next meetings are June 29 and July 13.  Both are at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room.

GAP has created 3 small groups to focus on specific tasks:

Group 1:  Review current document and sort objectives in it by:  completed/not yet complete/relevant/no longer relevant.  This will eventually update chapters 8 &9 of the plan.

Group 2:  Community engagement.  This group will work on plans for outreach to individuals and groups in the early phase of the update.  Later they will work on a community survey for all to participate in and a charrette meeting.

Group 3:  Data Collection.  This group will compile data to update chapter 4.

Website is:  www.girdwoodareaplan.com or www.girdwoodareaplan.org
At an upcoming meeting they plan to watch the video created at the 2020 event with the Mayor of Breckenridge, CO, who addressed many of these items in his talk.
GAP is self-funded and is seeking donations.

Cemetery Committee (Tommy O’Malley) 
Group plans to hold public walk-thru and envisioning event on SUN July 16 from 1-4PM.  Community is welcome to attend and give input on where amenities and what type of amenities should be included in the Cemetery conceptual drawing.

Title 21, Chapter 9 Review Committee (Tim Cabana & Marco Zaccaro)
No update.  This is discussed later in agenda.

HLB Commission Report (Diana Livingston)

HLBAC is seeking 2 community members to participate as commission members.  HLB owns 10,000 acres of land in Girdwood, approximately half of their total land holdings.  Please apply to be on the commission – group meets monthly in Anchorage for about 1 hour.

June 8 meeting had no action regarding Girdwood.  Ongoing projects of the HLBAC are:
Item 6-040 – land behind Hottentot Road has moved from 5 year program to 1 year program.  This means that eventually this land will come up for disposal (sale).

GMBA conceptual trails, Girdwood South Townsite land disposal, Iditarod National Historic Trail alignment, Girdwood Industrial Park.  In addition, there is HLB land in Bird and Indian.

Friends of the Skate Park (Kyle Kelley)
Group met on June 8.  Event on May 20 resulted in 3 ramps being rebuilt.  Feedback has been positive.

Skate Park was awarded $5,000 from Anchorage Park Foundation, new project will be rebuild of the half pipe.  Group is surveying skate population to see what type of rebuild to do – they will present 4 options for skaters to consider over Forest Fair event.

Old Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1409-04:
Update on Girdwood Industrial Park
Construction bids were opened earlier today.  3 bids, all within range.  MOA will award bid and construction should begin soon.


Agenda Item LUC 1702-04:
Girdwood Nordic Ski Club presentation on proposed additional trail. GNSC is requesting motion recommending that GBOS write a Resolution of Support for the conceptual trail plan for multi-use, non-directional, four season trail. 

Deb Essex presented maps and a history of the project, including information about the surveys that have been conducted in 2007, 2011, via social media in March 2017 and at the Community Center in April 2017.  Results of the April 2017 survey will be published. All four surveys show overwhelming community support for developing more Nordic & multi-use trail system.  GNSC goal is to add a four season, hard pack 10’ trail in the forest loop. The conceptual map was presented. GNSChas been working with Girdwood Trails Committee since January 2015 to come to consensus on the trail construction, and GTC moved to support the conceptual planned trail with 5 conditions, which are to be carried over to the GBOS resolution.  The GTC vote was 16 in favor, 6 opposed and 3 abstaining.

Larry Holmes stated that the upper valley area is unique place, and great care should be taken in developing it.

Motion:
Land Use Committee moves to recommend a GBOS Resolution of Support for the conceptual plan for the Girdwood Nordic Ski Club to design, build and maintain a  Forest Loop Trail with the following conditions:
1) New Arlberg parking lot and Our Lady of the Snows are dual access options to the trail.
2) Trail is maximum 10' wide, hardened surface, with targeted maximum width of 14' clearing.
3) Design minimized visual impact on existing trails
4) Design minimized environmental impacts
5) Girdwood Trails Committee has ongoing input on trail design and construction, with specific review and approval once the center line is set. 

Motion by Lewis Leonard, 2nd by Eben Stone

36 in favor

5 opposed

3 abstain

Motion passes
Agenda Item LUC 1704-07:
Glacier City Hall Historic Designation nomination, Grace Pleasants update or removal from agenda if no update is provided.
No update provided, this item is to be removed from the LUC agenda.


Agenda Item LUC 1705-04:  
Consider agenda topics for GBOS/LUC Joint meeting on June 19 at 6PM.
No topics for the agenda, meeting is cancelled. Next meeting will be in September
Agenda Item LUC 1705-06:
Approval of proposed changes to Marijuana Special Land Use document 
This is a housekeeping item only. Shortly after the document was produced the Girdwood Community Council was officially dissolved by LUC and GBOS.  This action only removes mention of the Girdwood Community Council from the document.

Motion:
Girdwood Land Use Committee moves to approve changes to the Marijuana Special Land Use document as presented.
Motion by Lewis Leonard, 2nd by Diane Powers
14 in favor
0 opposed
3 abstain
Motion passes
Agenda Item LUC 1705-08:
Title 21 Chapter 9 Review:  Off-street parking standards (Marco Zaccaro & Tim Cabana)
Jerry Fox updates that committee tackled parking first in proposing revisions to the zoning and building regulations.  They have not made additional progress to present since the last presentation of this to LUC.
New Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1706-05:
Flood Hazard Issues in Old Girdwood and future enforcement of code.
Steve Ellis with MOA Flood Hazard briefed GBOS at a work session on the ongoing concerns of residences in the flood plain in Old Girdwood.  There is a federal mandate to review new builds and make sure that structures are properly built for flood plain conditions so that the impact of federal flood insurance is less. MOA administration is working with Steve Ellis to ensure a cooperative attitude in working with residents on coming in to compliance with flood regulations.
Meeting adjourned 8:25PM
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