Girdwood Land Use Committee

Meeting on January 9, 2017
 Minutes Final 

Agenda Item LUC 1701-01: 
Call to order 7:04 Brian Burnett
Agenda Approved
Minutes Approved for December 12, 2016 Regular LUC Meeting
Minutes Approved for December 19, 2016 LUC/GBOS Joint Quarterly Meeting
LUC Officer reports - None
Announcements:

GBOS/MOA Quarterly Meeting is scheduled for MON January 30 2017 at 4PM at Anchorage City Hall.
GBOS seats D and E are up for election and will be on the April 4, 2017 Anchorage Municipal Election ballot.  

Agenda Item LUC 1701-02:  Public Comment
Tim Cabana expresses interest in participating on LUC as an officer in order to move the Title 21, Chapter 9 review along. This item is on the agenda in the committee reports.
Agenda Item LUC 1701-03: Committee reports:

Trails Committee Report (Brian Burnett)

Trails Committee met on Jan 2, with a large attendance, mostly due to discussion of the Girdwood Nordic Ski Club (GNSC) proposal for new trails.

Inter Land Management Agency (ILMA) project to have California Creek Trailhead/Abe’s Trailhead area management responsibility officially turned over to GTC/Parks and Rec is moving forward.  Renewal of the Memorandum of Understanding among the GTC, MOA and USFS is nearly complete.

Discussion of upper valley, multi-use, multi species trails proposed by GNSC is on-going.  There is mixed support for the trail.  The main issue from those that don’t support the concept at this time is the width of the proposed trail and its proximity to Stumpy’s Winter Trail, Stumpy’s Summer trail and other social trails nearby.


At this time, the proposal is only at about 10%, GNSC will provide additional maps with more detail likely in May.
Carolyn Brodin states that the goal of the GTC in this is to make sure that all interested have full understanding of the trail plan. Process for approval is for the trail to be approved by GTC, then LUC and GBOS and eventually going to the Assembly for 25 year easement to the land.

Freezing temps have kept GTC from being able to move the hand tram to the garage for work this winter. Work on the welds, lock, paint, etc is still planned for the winter.

GTC discussed ballot measure to annex land for trails, which will allow funds from Girdwood Service Area taxes to be used on the trails (hand tram, Abe’s/California Creek, Virgin Creek).

Progress on the Girdwood Trails Plan, it will be presented to LUC in the coming months.

Girdwood Mountain Bike Alliance has website up and is beginning fundraising.

Girdwood Area Plan Review Committee (Diana Livingston & Lewis Leonard)

Kyle Kelley advises that the best route to make progress on this project is to scan the current document and begin making updates to that document.  We have hard copies of the document but no electronic version.

Mike Edgington offers that the company he works for has software to scan to editable document.

Mike to receive copy of current document.  Diana, Lewis and Kyle to meet either this week or next week to organize for review.

Cemetery Committee (Tommy O’Malley)
Kyle Kelley updates the group that the feasibility study came back positive for use of the land for a cemetery.  Approximately 11 of the 25 acres are suitable.  The next step is to see what permitting is required.  It has been many years since a cemetery has been built within the MOA.
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Tim Cabana asks how much has been spent on the cemetery so far, and what that money has been spent on.
Kyle answers that approximately $49,000 has been spent on the feasibility study (core samples, survey, archeological assessment, etc).Kyle has copies of the report which he can share.

Title 21, Chapter 9 Review Committee (Tim Cabana & Marco Zaccaro)
There has been no real progress on this topic since last discussion when Tim and Marco agreed to create committee last spring.  Tim Cabana re-states that there are elements of the code that are nearly impossible to achieve as a builder, some of the design/conceptual elements are not sensible (Western-style mining genre, large glass walls, window ledges outside building).  Additionally, changes that have been made to Anchorage building code have not been transferred to Girdwood chapter.   Finally, Tim expresses frustration that working with MOA on permits causes unnecessary delays, accrues costs which go to MOA; after receiving permits, there is no review or oversight of the work done by MOA.  Tim recommends that permitting become a responsibility within Girdwood, so that developers/builders can receive permit through LUC/GBOS process and have Liaison issue the permit.    


Tim has a copy of the code with his comments, and wants to get things moving on this project.  LUC recommends that he bring it in to office so that there is a start to the building code review.  Marco Zaccaro has indicated he’s likely available to work on this in February.  Anchorage Assemblyman John Weddleton is aware of the need for review.

Tim Cabana and Kyle Kelley to meet to review Tim Cabana’s document and help review committee to organize. 
HLB Commission Report (Diana Livingston)

Regular meeting this month scheduled for THU Jan 12 was cancelled as there are no agenda items.  However, group will still meet in work session to discuss the HLB 5 year plan, which will be proposed to the Anchorage Assembly.  This item was discussed previously at LUC.  HLB 5 year plan is on the MOA website:

http://www.muni.org/Departments/hlb/Pages/Plan.aspx
http://www.muni.org/Departments/hlb/2014%20Docs/Adopted%206.21.2016%20HLB%20Plan%20with%20appendices%20and%20AR%202016-165.pdf
Friends of the Skate Park (Kyle Kelley)
FOSP group is getting organized for work this summer.  Receiving donations and participating in local events to generate interest and funding.  Group earned about $900 at holiday bazaar, and just received additional donation from Girdwood Forest Fair of $350.00.  Brian Burnett mentions that Metal Mayhem funds of $720 have recently been sent to Girdwood Inc for Skate Park.  Brian states that Alyeska will host future metal mayhem and other events to support skate park. 

FOSP will be requesting donation from Spenard Builders Supply for materials to fix half-pipe.  Work party in May. Monthly meeting scheduled for Jan 18 at 7PM.
Old Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1612-04: Girdwood Land Use Committee Election of Officers: Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary
Brian Burnett says he has reconsidered and now is confident that he can continue to serve on the LUC as an officer. Lewis Leonard says he has completed the review of LUC operating procedures and can work on the Girdwood Area Plan review without being an officer.  He’s willing to make room for someone else to serve, or will stay on if the seat needs to be filled.  Di Powers also willing to serve or step down.

Tim Cabana has stated interest in serving, in order to move Title 21, Chapter 9 project along to assembly level.

Group discusses Tim’s fishing schedule absence, and discusses that he can attend via teleconference if needed; if meeting is cancelled the next month meeting must be held, so meetings are held at least every other month.
Motion
LUC moves to accept the nomination of Brian Burnett as Chair; Tim Cabana as Vice-Chair; Di Powers as Secretary of the Girdwood Land Use Committee for the term of January 2017 to January 2018.

Motion by Scott Kirk, 2nd by Diana Livingston
10 in favor, 0 opposed, 2 abstain

Motion passes.

Group thanks Lewis Leonard for his service and work on the operating principles.

Agenda Item LUC 1611-06:
Update on ballot measure to annex uninhabited land so that municipal funds can be used to work (trails) within those parcels.  
Kyle Kelley updates group that this proposition will be brought to the Girdwood Valley Service Area voters to annex lands with trailheads so that MOA staff and funds can be spent on them.  This specifically relates to the hand tram, Abe’s/California Creek trailhead, and Virgin Creek Trail head.  This will also allow Whittier Police to provide support to trailhead issues, such as illegal camping, vehicle break-ins, etc. This item will likely appear on a special mail-in ballot instead of at the municipal election as there is a map to be included.  However, the timeline on getting the item to voters is still short-term as the hand tram should open in May, and if the measure doesn’t pass, Trails Committee will need to figure out alternate solution.  Concern expressed about getting information out to GVSA voters so that they understand the purpose of the proposition.  Concern that sometimes ballot language is confusing.
Agenda Item LUC 1608-04:
Review and Update of LUC Operating Principles and GBOS Rules & Procedures.

At the LUC/GBOS joint meeting, changes were made to the LUC Operating Principles and the document was passed and approved.  Clean copies of the Operating Principles provided at this LUC meeting, they’re on the GBOS website as well.  

Changes in LUC Operating Principles triggered changes in GBOS Rules and Procedures.  Red-line document provided at this meeting.  Eryn Boone has agreed to review and assist in getting GBOS document ready for GBOS review of updates and approval of document.
New Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1701-04:
Liquor License renewals for Tesoro 2 Go Mart, Double Musky, Alyeska Resort
These are standard bi-annual renewals of established liquor licenses.  People with concerns about renewal should bring them to LUC at next meeting. LUC will provide input for GBOS to pass on to Alcohol & Marijuana Control office.
Other:
Any status update on Turnagain Herb Company plans to build on lot on Crow Creek Road?  Group discusses that there was full-page article in the Glacier City Gazette about the project and it seems like they plan to open sometime in 2017.
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