Girdwood Land Use Committee

January 11, 2016
Draft Meeting Minutes (revised 1.26.16 with LL changes)
Announcements:
GBOS/Land Use Committee Quarterly meeting will be held on Monday, March 21 at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room.

Agenda Item LUC 1601-01: 
Call to order 7:00PM by Brian Burnett
LUC Officers attending Brian Burnett and Diane Powers.

LUC January 2016 Agenda Approved 


LUC November 2016 Minutes Approved


LUC/GBOS December Joint Meeting Minutes Approved 
LUC Officer reports
None
Agenda Item LUC 1601-02:  Public Comment
None
Agenda Item LUC 1601-03: Committee reports:

Trails Committee Report (Brian Burnett)
Trails Committee met on January 5.

Re-election of current board structure and officers (Carolyn Brodin, Chair; Brian Burnett, Vice-Chair; Kate Sandberg, Secretary; Diana Livingston, Treasurer) approved 7-1 

Adopt-A-Trail project moving forward with amendments to contract template.  Alyeska Ski Club will likely be the first, adopting the Beaver Pond Trail.

Alyeska Highway Pedestrian Safety Corridor project should go out to bid in March for work in summer 2016.

Iditarod National Historic Trail is going to be worked on by the US Forest Service and Trails Committee.  Currently trying to establish how to get fill in to the trail work site.  Possible that the AK Railroad will be delivery mechanism.  Railroad is interested in improving their Girdwood depot and parking.  Railroad Depot location at the trailhead for Bird to Gird trail and preferred trailhead location for Iditarod National Historic Trail, there could be some future work between the DOT, Alaska Railroad, US Forest Service and Trails to create long-term improvements. Christina Hendrickson with AK Railroad attended and discussed work in and around the AK Railroad right-of-way.

Reviewed final design for the Hand Tram Kiosk.  Most construction of the Kiosk is complete, group hopes to have the structures flown in by helicopter.  Reviewed signage that is to be placed in kiosk.

Summer Trail work 2016.  Proposed projects are:

Tiny Creek Bridge on Athabascan Trail at school.  Cooperative project with school teachers/students

Beaver Pond Trail work.  Specific locations and tasks to be performed by SCA employees to be determined by Trails Committee early in 2016.

Iditarod National Historic Trail work to be performed with grant funds and in conjunction with US Forest Service.

Girdwood Land Use Committee Meeting Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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Girdwood Area Plan Review Committee (Diana Livingston & Lewis Leonard)
Diana and Lewis met with Municipality Of Anchorage Planning Department in December.  

Planning Department has documents that were created in the last update effort in 2007/2008, including the 2007 Survey, 2008 template, table that shows progress on projects identified in original Girdwood Area Plan, list of committee participants in 2007 update effort, committee policies established in 2007 update effort.

2016 is information gathering phase.  2017 will be drafting of Girdwood Area Plan update.

Mayor Berkowitz’s goals of housing, homelessness and safety will be included in new update.

Steps toward completion are:

Municipal Planner, Hal Hart to come to Girdwood for tour with Kyle Kelley.

Review existing information and community progress since original plan

Identify participants (Land Use, Trails Committee, US Forest Service, Alyeska Resort, etc)

Build Scope of work (wants and needs, Capital Facilities, ongoing projects, resiliency)

Schedule for Completion

Diana Livingston mentions that Old Title 21 is now identified as such on Municipality Of Anchorage website; and there is another document called New Title 21.  Kyle Kelley states that the revisions in Title 21 are mostly Anchorage bowl based.  Girdwood’s chapter remains mostly unchanged.

Diane Powers states that Thede Tobish met with Crow Creek folks during the last update attempt.  There are likely records of the outcome of that meeting to be included in final new review.  

Brian Burnett requests the project list and list of accomplishments that Lewis has in hand be shared with LUC.
He recalls that 2007 survey was among the materials used by the Girdwood Nordic Ski Club to support construction of the Nordic 5K.

Cemetery Committee (Tommy O’Malley-not present) 
Kyle Kelley updates the LUC that they are working on request for proposal for land suitability study.  

Old Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1511-04:
Election of Land Use Committee Officers

LUC Bylaws require annual election of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary
Bob Dugan has opted to step down from LUC Officer role, following 10 years of service.
Chair:

Diana Livingston nominates Brian Burnett to serve as Chair of the Land Use Committee.  Brian has experience, able to conduct meetings respectably.  Di Powers 2nds nomination.

Brian Burnett elected to the position of Chair of the Land Use Committee.

7-0 with 2 abstentions
Secretary:

Brian Burnett asked Diane Powers to consider Vice Chair role, but she declined.  She is willing to continue in her role as Secretary.  Brian Burnett nominates Diane Powers to continue in her role as secretary. It is important to have a representative from Crow Creek Road neighborhood on the LUC board.  Diana Livingston 2nds nomination.

Diane Powers re-elected to the position of Secretary of the Land Use Committee.

7-0 with 2 abstentions

Vice Chair:
Diana Livingston nominates Lewis Leonard to serve as the Vice Chair of Girdwood Land Use Committee.  Lewis has served on several key committees with her and has demonstrated ability to research and evaluate information.  He attends many of the meetings currently, and is up to speed on the issues.  Originally Lewis declined, but reconsidered.  Brian Burnett 2nds the nomination.

Lewis Leonard elected to the position of Vice Chair of the Land Use Committee.
4-0 with 2 abstentions
Diana Livingston publicly thanks Bob Dugan for his 10 years of service on the Land Use Committee.  Kyle Kelley suggests that Land Use Committee should request formal Resolution of Service for Bob Dugan at the January GBOS Meeting.  Brian Burnett to bring to GBOS at the meeting on January 18.
Agenda Item LUC 1503-07:  Update on Law Enforcement in Girdwood.

Kyle Kelley updates LUC that after the well-attended Town Hall Meeting in November, GBOS met and resolved to place the Whittier Police Service option on the April election ballot.  GBOS needs to receive approval from Girdwood voters to tax for Public Safety.  Draft ordinance has been crafted and will be introduced at Anchorage Assembly meeting on January 12.  It will be considered and voted on at the Assembly Meeting on January 26.
At this point, the key element is the title and intent.  Specific wording can be adjusted between the two assembly meetings. Plan is to put the Whittier Police Service Contract option on the ballot:  3 year contract, $620,000/year, $118/$100,000 of tax assessed value of property. The GBOS will review the ordinance language at their meeting next week.

Kyle Kelley states that Bill Evans and Jennifer Johnston are concerned about leaving residents outside of the Girdwood Service Area out of the proposal.  Diane Powers confirms that she is not able to find interest from Crow Creek Road residents in becoming part of the public safety service area.  She has had no response to her request for input from Crow Creek Road residents who are members of their local facebook page.

Diana Livingston asks if this addition will require GBOS to add another seat to the Board, to oversee Public Safety?  Kyle states that the plan is to create a sub-committee, like Trails or LUC, to report to a GBOS board member and to have them attend GBOS meetings to provide information and to receive feedback.  It will not require another person to be added to the GBOS board, however.

Lewis Leonard states that direct community input is great style of policing.  
Kyle Kelley asks if the LUC has any input to send forward to GBOS regarding this item, as it will be further considered and voted on at the GBOS meeting next week. LUC reviewed the draft ordinance language.

Motion:

The Girdwood Land Use Committee resolves to support the draft proposition authorizing the Girdwood Valley Service Area to provide for police protection service beginning July 1, 2016 at the sole expense of the Girdwood Valley Service Area (GVSA).  

On page 2, lines 41 & 42, the Girdwood Land Use Committee requests that language in the proposition be changed from current text: 

The Anchorage Assembly shall determine annually the actual mill rate to levy to cover the costs of additional police protection services estimated to be 1.18 mills or $118 for each $100,000 of assessed taxable property (based on the estimated 2016 assessed valuation in the GVSA). 

To:  

 The Anchorage Assembly shall determine annually the actual mill rate to levy to cover the costs of additional police protection services.  The Whittier Police contract option is estimated to be 1.18 mills or $118 for each $100,000 of assessed taxable property (based on the estimated 2016 assessed valuation in the GVSA). 

Furthermore, the Girdwood Land Use Committee requests that the estimated amount of $620,000 per year is clearly provided in the supplementary information (AM Section) on the general election ballot.
Motion by Lewis Leonard, 2nd by Brian Burnett

Motion passes 5-0 with 2 abstentions
New Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1601-04:  Planning and Zoning Case #2016-0015 

Kyle Kelley states that in reviewing the information provided, this ordinance is clarifying language that is of greatest impact in the Anchorage Bowl.  In Girdwood, cell towers are allowed in commercial and reserved properties.  Old Girdwood, where the most recent cell tower was erected, is zoned a commercial area, and this ordinance would not impact this use in that location.  The ordinance is forward thinking in making provisions regarding dismantling unused towers and requiring an annual inventory of equipment and inventory of changes in use of equipment.  Staff has no recommendations to put forward on this item. Comments are due by Monday, January 11, 2016, however late comments can be submitted.  
Agenda Item LUC 1601-05:  Development of land commercial/multi-family zoned land along Alyeska Highway South of Timberline (Kami and Barren Cabana)
Kami and Barren Cabana present on behalf of Tim Cabana, who is attending Planning and Zoning meeting considering allowing brewery to be developed on land zoned commercial.
Land off of Alyeska Highway South of Timberline has been divided into two parcels, Tract B2A and Tract B2B.

Tract B2B is the subject parcel for the proposed Brewery, which has been previously discussed at Land Use and GBOS.  Cabanas are working with Chugach Electric Association to allow construction of brewery within 20’ of easement, so that they can build on better land and avoid wetlands permit.

Tract B2A is a possible future site for a 50 room hotel, restaurant, and greenhouse for possible marijuana growing as well as other greens, and perhaps condominiums.  Cabana has no specific plans for construction at this time, but wants to introduce the concept to the LUC and GBOS.

Kyle Kelley states that this land is zoned GC10 Commercial.  Similar to the brewery concept, the group would need to seek change to allow marijuana cultivation, etc on this parcel.
Lewis Leonard recommends that the group get shrunk down maps so that they can provide handouts as it is difficult to see.  He recommends multiple sheets:  1 page with whole area, 2 pages with separate tracts, another page with special items or details.  This item will appear again in the February LUC agenda, and on the GBOS agenda for January and February.
Agenda Item LUC 1601-06:  Commercial Marijuana Application Process.
Kyle Kelley advises that starting in late February, the Municipality Of Anchorage will start to receive applications for commercial marijuana.  There are 4 items  to be added to Table 21.09-02: Table of Allowed Usages:

1 Marijuana Cultivation

2 Marijuana Manufacture

3 Marijuana Testing

4 Marijuana Retail

Uses 1 and 2 are allowed in Industrial areas, such as the Industrial Park and Girdwood Mine.

Use 3 is allowed in GC5, GC6, GC 8 and GC 9. These are essentially across from the baseball field and near town square across from the Silvertip and across from the Post Office.

Use 4 is allowed on al commercial areas except 1 and 2 (mouth of the valley) and on  GC4 (along Alyeska Highway).
In addition, there are restrictions on how close these sites can be to other uses, such as schools, community centers, dedicated parks, etc, as well as many other requirements to meet.
Item at hand for LUC and GBOS is to provide input on the process they want to use for commercial marijuana applications.  Other community councils meet less often and need to create a system to review these applications.  Girdwood Land Use and GBOS have established pattern of 2 meetings per committee for introduction and consideration.  GBOS and LUC will need to create a resolution for GBOS to provide to Planning, so that the system is clear.

Lewis Leonard requests that staff send him a copy of the marijuana zoning, etc information.

Margaret and Kyle to work on draft resolution for GBOS/LUC to edit. 

Meeting adjourned 8:37PM
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