Girdwood Land Use Committee

November 12, 2018
Minutes Final
Agenda Item LUC 1811-01: 
Call to order Brian Burnett 7PM
Agenda Approved for November 12, 2018 Regular Meeting 

with addition of item 1811-08 to new business.

Minutes Approved from October 8, 2018 Regular Meeting 
LUC Officer reports: None
Announcements & Presentations:
Special Request from GBOS:  

In order to accommodate the Girdwood Fire and Rescue (GFR) Board Semi-Annual Joint meeting in December, LUC agrees to reschedule GBOS/LUC meeting to January.
Agenda Item LUC 1811-02:  Public Comment (3 minutes each)
Brian Noonan, owner of property at 597 Alyeska Highway.  Complaint about neighbor at 599 Alyeska Highway (old Candle Shop).  New owner is building without a Land Use Permit, possibly losing grandfather setback rights, filling lot with new fill, and removing existing parking agreement between the two properties. Land Use Officer. Rick Novy, has been contacted.
Brian Burnett:  Alyeska Resort snowmaking operations have begun. Please observe closures.

Agenda Item LUC 1811-03: Committee reports, 3 minutes each:

GBOS Report (Mike Edgington):  Sweeps discussion with DOT on-going, Resolution passed regarding the Girdwood/Seward Highway interchange, Multi-use Forest Loop approval, Marijuana onsite consumption resolution approved, Prince William Sound hatchery resolution passed, discussion of Grisham lawsuit, GBOS wrote statement to clarify the GBOS compared to Girdwood Governance Association, discussion on how to fund capital projects and maintenance costs in the future. EMS funding discussed, possible APD contract for policing discussed, along with re-contracting with WPD. 

Trails Committee Report (Carolyn Brodin):  Meeting on Nov 6 had guests from KMTA and from Chugach State Park Superintendent Kurt Hensel.  GTC seeks a Memorandum of Understanding for Beaver Pond Trail portion on State Park Land.  Also discussed illegal trail building off of Abe’s Trail.  California Creek bridge on the Lower INHT is closed, use at your own risk.  Hand tram is locked for the season.  Trails committee is compiling list of short and long term projects.  Summer meetings will include trail work. Trails Management Plan subcommittee is working on an update to outline the process of how to propose a new trail in the valley.  Girdwood Mtn Bike Alliance presented conceptual map for additional mountain bike trails.  They propose 5 additional miles of trail to be added to the current approx. 1 mile of trail.  They will present again on January 8, and will also present to LUC and GBOS in January.
Girdwood Area Plan Update Committee (Diana Livingston):  Committee is working on updating the 25 year old plan, which will guide Girdwood land use creating a framework for the future of Girdwood. Next meeting is November 28, all are welcome to attend.  Grants have been received from the MOA and HLB to contract with Huddle on public outreach.

Title 21, Chapter 9 Review Committee (Mike Edgington):  Updating Chapter 9 regarding commercial parking on-site parking requirements and will propose changes as parking requirements are the same MOA-wide.
  
Cemetery Committee (Tommy O’Malley):  Kyle updates that CRW has started the Schematic Design survey, result will be a conceptual site plan and estimated cost to build the Cemetery.  Public meeting to unveil the conceptual site plan is likely to be held in February.

HLB Commission Report (Ron Tenny):  No meetings have been held in the last 2 months, so no update.  Ron will attend LUC next month to provide an update on November HLB meeting.
Little Bears Re-build project (Kyle Kelley):  Working with ECI on pre-development.  As-built has been completed.  Meeting tomorrow to review and identify code issues with rebuild of the facility.  Parking requirements are likely to be an issue.
Housing Committee (Mike Edgington):  Group is identifying problems specific to Girdwood and seek targeted solutions for them.  Funding housing development, encouraging long term rental. 
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Old Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1808-05:  Discuss proposed GAP Operating procedures.  Tabled for December meeting.
Agenda Item LUC 1810-05:  The Herbal Cache, LLC application for business license with new ownership, seeking LUC recommendation for GBOS Marijuana Memorandum of Understanding. (Brent Carse, presenting).

Brent has been the manager of The Herbal Cache for past 18 months, and is re-applying for the license under a new LLC.  No changes to the prior site map or operations plan.  Plenty of parking along Town Square Park, no issue with snow removal, winter maintenance, trash service is in bear resistant container.  Security existing with cameras providing comprehensive view of the area, alarm system in place.  The Herbal Cache provides a safe, educational way for people to purchase marijuana legally.  This is also good for tourists.  Only negative noted may be impact on parking.  Neighborhood communications are open, Brent plans to attend LUC and GBOS every 4 months.  Neighbors were notified of this meeting in writing, with no response.  Brian Burnett asks about visitors’ ability to consume legally.  The Herbal Cache is too small for on-site consumption.
Motion:

LUC moves to recommend that the GBOS write Marijuana Memorandum of Understanding for The Herbal Cache LLC application for business license with new ownership.
Motion by DL, 2nd by ME
17 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention
Motion passes

New Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1811-04:  Discuss agenda topics for GBOS/LUC joint quarterly meeting scheduled for December 17 at 6PM.
Meeting is postponed to January 21 at 6PM. topics will be:
Urban design committee engagement
Agenda Item LUC 1811-05:   Spoons LLC application for a beer/wine liquor license for the restaurant located at 174 Hightower Road.  Group will request LUC recommendation for GBOS Letter of Non-objection.  (Alex Fletcher, presenting)

Spoonline plans to begin dinner service and wants to offer beer/wine as part of that service.  Item is posted on bulletin boards and in the newspaper.

Agenda Item LUC 1811-06:  LUC Officer Elections in January, 2019
LUC annual meeting on January 14, 2019.
Agenda Item LUC 1811-07:  Request for LUC recommendation for GBOS Resolution requesting the Commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command and the Alaska Congressional Delegation to Change the Timing and Character of 'Northern Edge' Training, (Christina Hendrickson)
In October 2016 LUC supported unanimously the resolution to change the time and location of the military exercise. 10 other coastal communities and many individuals also joined in this effort.  Senator Murkowski questioned the Environmental Impact Study, as it states that there is not data to support concerns to the environment.  As a result, the type of weaponry was changed, although timing of exercise remained in May.  Goal this year is to change timing to October.  Draft resolution will be presented.

Agenda Item LUC 1811-08:  Liquor license transfer of ownership from ARMCO to new company.

More information regarding the new company name to be presented at the next meeting.  All licenses held by Alyeska Resort will be transferred to the new owner.
Adjourn 8:10PM
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