Girdwood Land Use Committee

Meeting on May 14, 2018
Minutes Final
Agenda Item LUC 1805-01: 
Call to order 7:02PM Brian Burnett, Chair
Agenda Approved for May 14, 2018 Regular Meeting
Minutes Approved from April 9, 2018 Regular Meeting 
LUC Officer reports - None
Announcements & Presentations:
GBOS/LUC Quarterly meeting is scheduled for MON June 18 at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room

DNR proposed materials site at MP 87 – Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian.
DNR has two proposals regarding Kern Creek material site at approximately MP 87 on the Seward Highway. Comments are currently being accepted on the proposals of 14 acre site and possible 51 acre site.  Comment period extended to June 1.  Amount of land and purpose of materials acquisition from this site is unclear. Only those who make comments in this comment period will be able to make comments on future proposals. Information from the State of AK Dept of Natural Resources is available on line at the links below:
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=189493
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Attachment.aspx?id=111833
Lower Iditarod National Historic Trail construction project (Kyle Kelley) 
Project will begin in early June, as phase 1 of a three-phase project that will bring the Lower INHT up to USFS specs for a National Historic Trail.  Focus for this year will be from the trailhead across from the USFS building to the California Creek bridge.  Andy Hehnlin will begin work in early June, and the SCA crew will spend 3 weeks on the trail.  Corps permit and heritage permit have been received. Waiting for the flood hazard permit from the MOA.  Trail may be closed during some parts of construction.
Agenda Item LUC 1805-02:  Public Comment (3 minutes each)
None
Agenda Item LUC 1805-03: Committee reports, 3 minutes each:

GBOS Report (Mike Edgington):

Chugach Electric will be removing trees from 3 lots behind their substation in Old Girdwood to create a location for generators. 
GBOS seat E has been filled by Christina Hendrickson
Parking enforcement in Girdwood was passed in the April Election.  Assembly needs to approve and then the service needs to be added to the WPD contract with GVSA.

Resolution of Support for text amendment to allow child care facility in the Girdwood Institutions and Parks (GIP) zoned area was approved by GBOS.

GBOS approved of invasive weeds spraying in 2018.  

GBOS rules and procedures were updated to allow GBOS telephone participation and update of some of the language to match current staffing and roles.

Trails Committee Report (Carolyn Brodin)
Forest Fair committee plans to name campground after Dwaine Schuldt.  Dwaine’s memorial will be August 25.  Deb Croghan is coordinating this event.

Revised Operating procedures, mostly small changes.  Now two vice-chairs instead of secretary role.

AK Trails Conference recap

Summer work project will focus primarily on the Lower INHT, as presented by Kyle earlier.  SCA crews will also work on some brushing of the upper INHT and Beaver Pond Trail.

June 2 Trails meeting will hopefully be a trail work project.

Hand tram is in town for welding and paint.  Plan to have back in service over Memorial Day Weekend.

GTC/GNSC subcommittee on the multi-use trail meets on May 24 at 3PM in the Girdwood Community Room

2018 Trail Management Plan update was approved. Committee forming to discuss the next round of updates and will meet for the first time on June 5 at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room.

Girdwood Area Plan Update Committee (Diana Livingston & Lewis Leonard):
No GAP meeting has been held since the last LUC meeting, however progress has occurred.

Anchorage Assembly approved $13,000 for the project, which is matched with $10,000 from HLB and will fund hiring a professional company to help with public engagement.

Girdwood Land Use Committee Meeting Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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The 1995 plan is still the guiding document for planning in Girdwood, and needs to be updated, not rewritten.  Plan needs to identify areas to be worked on. Finding solutions to those things is the work of the community through the public process.  
Next meeting is May 24 at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room.


Title 21, Chapter 9 Review Committee (Marco Zaccaro)
No update.  Dave Whitefield with MOA is supportive of an update to the parking section of Title 21, Chapter 9.

Cemetery Committee (Kyle Kelley)
Working on RFP for Schematic Design Survey.

HLB Commission Report: No report
Industrial Park:  (Kyle Kelley)
Received packet from HLB on brining phase 3 power to the Industrial park lots, which will require a CEA easement.  All three tenants of those lots will need to approve the easement.  
Contractor removed trees.  Road Construction will begin soon as weight restrictions are coming off the roads.

Little Bears Re-build project (Kyle Kelley)
GBOS approved the text amendment for code change to allow child care in the GIP.  Currently design scoping phase, to determine other issues with developing a modern child care facility on the parcel.  Another issue that is going to come up is parking.

Old Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1705-07:  Case #2018-0055, four unit multi-family housing development, Alyeska North #3, Block 5, Lot 12, Taos Road.  Group seeks LUC recommendation for GBOS Resolution of Support for a conditional land use permit for Phase II of the multi-family housing project.  Phase II is the east building, containing 2 housing units.  Phase I and II are four units total. (Marco Zaccaro).

This item was discussed in May, 2017 and is now ready to move forward.  Project is 4 unit housing complex, area is zoned for multi-family housing and this project is similar to the others on the street.  Project is 6750sf of living space (total both phases), garage on the first floor, living space on 2nd, bedrooms on top floor.  2nd phase of this requires conditional use permit as it brings the total dwelling units per acre above the number allowed as a ‘use by right’.
Mike Edgington says that last year there was a large number of neighbors attending to hear about the project, who brought forward several concerns in the Conditional Use Permit.  Marco agrees, and says that the main concerns were:

Neighbor in the back yard was concerned about hot tub decks.  The design now has no decks on the top floor and no decks face the neighboring homes. Group was concerned about parking on the road.  Parking enforcement is soon going to be available in Girdwood.  In addition, there is one extra parking spot included in the plan, so parking exceeds requirement.  Snow storage issues have been met, there’s lots of room for snow to be piled on the property.  Remaining item was a complaint about changing the view shed.  The buildings will be there, but the land does step down and the buildings will follow that contour and will be less visible.

Neighbors were notified about this meeting and will be notified of the Planning and Zoning Commission hearing on June 11.

Motion:

The Girdwood Land Use Committee recommends that the GBOS write a Resolution of Support for a conditional land use permit for Phase II of the proposed multi-family housing project at Alyeska North #3, Block 5, Lot 12, Taos Road.  Phase II is the east building, containing 2 housing units.  Phase I and II are four units total.
Motion by Lewis Leonard, 2nd by Diana Livingston

12 in favor, 0 opposed, 3 abstain
Motion carries

Agenda Item LUC 1712-06:  Title 21 Chapter 9 Review Committee recommended changes to MOA Parking Requirements for Girdwood.
No update.  Likely update in July.

Agenda Item LUC 1804-05:  LUC formation of a sub-committee regarding housing in Girdwood. 
Request to table to June LUC meeting.

New Business:
Agenda Item LUC 1805-04: The Herbal Cache Retail Marijuana Store license renewal is 8/31/18.  If legislative public hearing is requested by community council, this must be received as resolution by June 1, 2018.
Kyle explains that the MOA is trying to encourage public participation in the license renewal process.  If no comments are received, then the renewal will likely go on the Assembly consent agenda without discussion.

Lewis Leonard asks for The Herbal Cache to present annual report at June LUC and GBOS meetings. 

Agenda Item LUC 1805-06:  Discuss agenda topics for LUC/GBOS meeting on MON June 18 at 6PM.

Currently none.  This meeting may be cancelled if no topics are brought forward.

Adjourn 8PM
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