Girdwood Cemetery Committee

May 11, 2017 
 Minutes

Call to order, 1:03 Tommy O’Malley, Chair
Introduction of Guest:  Rob Jones, Anchorage Memorial Park Manager, MOA
Agenda Approved for May 11, 2017 Meeting

Minutes Approved from April 5, 2017 Meeting

Old Business:

1. Review research on other cemeteries and from other sources (Susan Opalka)
Not a lot of information uncovered.  Regarding developing cemeteries that meet the needs of different religious groups.  Muslims/Jewish people need to be buried within days passing.  This is handled in Anchorage by having sites prepared for winter burials. VA handles cemeteries via contract for developing grounds/landscaping.


2. Discuss amenities, structures group considers key to the construction & where they could be located on the site.

Amenities already discussed are: parking for TBA # of cars off Crow Creek Road, Columbarium which can be part of pathway/trail sides and structures, Rest Rooms shelter/equipment storage, Maintenance garage, Power, Utilities, bridge over California Creek, main pathway connecting parking to Beaver Pond Trail and main buildings, smaller connector trails among sites, committal shelter.

Group discussed the cost of burial – cost of land and land preparation fee, perhaps plots can be pre-sold to help offset cost of construction.
Operating cost of Anchorage Memorial park is $350,000 year.
3. Discuss plans for community meeting to help in visioning process (June/July)

July 16 (SUN) Community walk thru 
4. Progress on hiring engineering firm to determine:
Permitting, Preliminary Plans (parking, trails, burial sites), Construction Cost estimate
With input from community regarding visioning and walk-thru, committee should be ready to move forward with engineering company for design work.

5. Discuss funding options of cemetery construction

No CIP funding from State of Alaska

Possible bonding within the MOA, but likely needs to be tied to other projects to succeed.

6. Cemetery name

Group adds Edelweiss to the existing list of names:

Girdwood Cemetery


Girdwood Memorial Park

Girdwood Valley Cemetery

Girdwood Valley Memorial Park

Turnagain Arm Cemetery

Turnagain Arm Memorial Park

Glacier Valley Cemetery

Glacier Valley Memorial Park

7. Cemetery website

Rob Jones to see about adding Girdwood Cemetery to existing cemetery info.  Minutes, etc are on the GBOS website already.

Other Business:
Next meeting:

June 8.  Kyle to get copy of the existing large map laminated so that committee can draw in general locations for the amenities.

New Business:

Need to determine a method for people to submit their comments.

Need to get attention to project walk-thru:  Radio PSA, Facebook, Newspaper ad/article
In the HLB work plan, this parcel is moving to management by DHHS.


Adjourn 2:30PM
Girdwood Cemetery Committee is a sub-committee to the Girdwood Board of Supervisors

Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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