Girdwood Cemetery Committee

April 5, 2017 
Minutes Final
Call to order, Tommy O’Malley, Chair
Attending are:  Tommy O’Malley, Heather Hall, Mike Opalka, Susan Opalka

GBOS attending: Mike Edgington

MOA staff attending are: Margaret Tyler, Kyle Kelley

Announcement:

Dr. Rolfe Buzzell with Hope Historical Society will lead tour of Sunrise on May 6, which should include the cemetery at Pt. Comfort.  More info at: https://sites.google.com/site/hopehistoricalsite2/home/museum
Old Business:
1. Progress on hiring engineering firm to determine:
Permitting, Preliminary Plans (parking, trails, burial sites), Construction Cost estimate
No change to this. 

2. Review research on existing Alaska coastal cemeteries

Powerpoint presentation on Yellowknife Construction, a local company that has developed cemetery projects elsewhere in Alaska.  Key points to the presentation were:

Sitka National Cemetery – project is on bedrock, and crypts are built above ground.

Anchorage military cemeteries – photos of shelters, bathrooms, burial styles, columbarium, perimeter fence

Plans to work on community vision of the cemetery:

Establish what facilities and amenities may be wanted.

Current list of ideas are:  perimeter fence, service area, burial styles & # of each (columbarium, memory wall, casket burial, green burial), trees & other geographic features, parking, ADA Accessible trails, bathrooms, admin structure, storage, signage, and historically interesting items currently on site.

Interesting websites to take a look at:

https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Search?searchtext=cemeteries&searchmode=anyword&searchoption=allbooks
http://www.greverandward.com/sectionplanninglayout.html
http://www.bscgroup.com/Cemetery-Design.htm
https://nextcity.org/features/view/how-to-live-in-the-city-of-the-dead

Attain an aerial photo of the site. Kyle is working on this
Contact church groups and see if there is information on design and layout of cemeteries through them.  Susan Opalka is working on this.
Coordinate Community meeting to present ideas to community and receive their ideas.

Present committees ideas of what/where things might go

Include walk-thru of the site.  
Planning for June/July
3. Discuss funding options of cemetery construction

Rasmuson Foundation, possible bond if Municipal cemetery
4. Cemetery name ideas
Girdwood Cemetery


Girdwood Memorial Park
Girdwood Valley Cemetery

Girdwood Valley Memorial Park

Turnagain Arm Cemetery

Turnagain Arm Memorial Park

Glacier Valley Cemetery

Glacier Valley Memorial Park

New Business

5. Other functions of Cemetery:  
Heather Hall mentioned that another function of the cemetery could be to produce a register of community, whether they are buried in the cemetery or not, as a way to memorialize them and provide information to those who may research in the future.
Next meeting is scheduled for THU May 11 at 1PM.

Adjourn 2:15PM
Girdwood Cemetery Committee is a sub-committee to the Girdwood Board of Supervisors

Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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