
Girdwood Cemetery Committee

December 18, 2018 
 Minutes Draft

What: 
Regular Monthly Meeting Girdwood Cemetery Committee 
Where:    
Girdwood Community Center, 250 Egloff Drive
Date:       
December 18, 2018
Time:      
1:00 pm
1:03 PM Call to order, Tommy O’Malley, Chair
Introduction of Guests: Jack Goodnoe & Rebecca Campbell, CRW via teleconference
Agenda Approved for December 18, 2018 Meeting
Minutes Approved from October 16, 2018 Meeting
Minutes Approved from October 29, 2018 Schematic Design Meeting
Notes reviewed from November 2, 2018 follow up meeting

Old Business:

1. Discuss Schematic Design Plan status:
Jack Goodnoe presents his preliminary Schematic Design Plan.

Handouts are provided to show elements of his plan

Based on the topography of the two halves of the property and to allow land that is nearest to homes to be developed last, the focus of cemetery development in Phase 1 is on the north end of the property.  

Voluntary additional buffer is maintained between the cemetery land and the nearest property, which is currently run as the Raven Glacier Lodge and was previously a boarding school ski academy.  Meadows that are currently full of alders will be available for full body burial, wooded areas are designated for cremains to be buried.
Jack Goodnoe stresses the importance of laying out the cemetery in a grid fashion, so that there is order to the location of graves in to perpetuity.

The south end of the property is divided from the north end by Glacier Creek, the terrain in this area has steep hills, cliffs to the creek and is best suited to reflection areas and distribution of cremation remains only.  Phasing plan considers increase in cremation compared to full body burial.

Several opportunities for elements of local history and interest to be documented, including a veterans memorial area, the miners pond and council circle.  Jack Goodnoe provides several examples of these types of exhibit, samples of architecture that could be used for the pavilions and shelters, and methods to denote the location of specific graves either on stone, cenotaphs, or markers that would subside in to the landscape over time. 

Phase 1 includes parking lot for 25 cars, an access road to a committal plaza with three shelters that house cremation walls. Access road will be paved as required by ADA.  A gravel stabilized road will access further in to the cemetery and would connect the storage facility and rest rooms.
Phase 2 includes trail system runs through the forest to access burial sites, bridge crossing California Creek, and development of the Miners Pond

Phase 3 extends cremation burial or distribution sites farther on the south tip of the land and along the north side of California Creek.

Phase 4 develops the land along the voluntary buffer with the neighboring land to the south and along the norther boundary.  This phase is likely 100+ years in the future.

Tommy O’Malley expresses that bridge and large infrastructure must be part of phase 1 as there will likely be no substantial funding after the initial construction.  Bridge is an element to tie the cemetery in to the rest of the community, to make it more of a park than cemetery.  Tommy is to provide Jack Goodnoe with update overlaid on the current drawing to show what elements should be included in Phase 1.

Heather Hall states that there are elements of Girdwood history that should be considered, including Alex Lindblad, Alaska Native history, etc.  
Girdwood Cemetery Committee is a sub-committee to the Girdwood Board of Supervisors

Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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Develop FAQ Sheet: Tabled

Group discusses that Jack will be available in February for public open house. Staff to work with Jack and CRW on scheduling.

2. Discuss progress in working in conjunction with Eagle River Cemetery for Areawide bonding: 
Tommy has been working with Eagle River, they are in discussion about Cemetery.  For bonding purposes, it is unlikely to move forward until probably 2021.  Tommy expresses interest in finding a way to retain Jack Goodnoe’s help in future stages of this project.

3. Death Café Jan/February, 2019.  Tommy has started gathering people for discussion.  Timing may be

related to the Schematic Design Open House.

New Business
Public Comment:

None
Other Business:

4. Confirm date and time of next meeting 

TUE Jan 15, 2019 1PM-2PM is currently held
Adjourn 1:55PM
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