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May 17, 2017
GBOS Work Session RE:  Flood Hazard Issues in Old Girdwood
Minutes Final
1:30 p.m. Girdwood Community Room


Call to Order 1:30 p.m.  Jerry Fox, Co-Chair   
Attending are Mike Edgington, Jerry Fox, Robert Snitzer, Eryn Boone

Excused is: Sam Daniel

Agenda Revisions and Approval
May 17, 2017 Work Session Agenda Approved 

Announcements:  
· GBOS non-profit recreation grant cycle is open.  Get your application on line at www.muni.org/gbos www.muni.org/gpr, or in person at the Parks and Recreation office, Library, or Post Office.  Applications are due FRI June 23 at 3PM.   Applicants must present at the GBOS Non-Profit Grant Presentation meeting on MON AUG 28, 2017 at 7PM

· Friends of the Skate Park Work Party on May 20 at 10AM.  Come help build new ramps for the Skate Park.

· Beautification and Weeding Day, SAT June 3 at 10AM.  Join us for a BBQ afterward.

· LUC/GBOS Joint Meeting is MON June 19 at 6PM in the Girdwood Community Room.

Business:

1. Discussion of Flood Hazard Issues in Old Girdwood, Steve Ellis, MOA Flood Hazard

Administrator, Watershed Management Service Project Management and Engineering, presenting.
This is not an issue of change of the requirements, but a change in enforcement.  In the past letters of non-compliance have been sent and owners have been made aware of non-compliance, but there has been no follow-up and no consequences from non-compliance.  

GBOS Meeting Agendas and minutes are available on line: http://www.muni.org/gbos
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Item relates to structures (housing, sheds, conexes, trailers, etc) that have been built or placed on  Old Girdwood lots since 1980 and are out of compliance of Federal and state flood area requirements.  Aerial photo from 1979 gives good idea of structures that are grandfathered in 

from prior to 1980.  However if the structures experience damage totaling 50% of the value or improvements totaling 50% of the value, they must be brought in to compliance. 
Structures out of compliance that were built or placed between 1980-2000.

Owners will receive a letter and offered 2 years to work toward compliance
Failure to do so could result in:

Land Use/Building Permits being declined
Record issue on title (impacting ability to sell without fixing the problem) 

No Federal Emergency Management Area (FEMA) flood insurance  

Structures out of compliance built or placed after 2000.

Letters to be sent to property owners regarding non-compliance
Owners may be taken to hearing.

Until structures are brought in to compliance

Land Use/Building permits declined

Record issue on title (making it not available for bank financing in re-sale)
No FEMA flood insurance

Solutions:

Bring structures in to compliance: various methods based on what the structure is
Apply for variances
Community Assistance Visits (CAV):  CAV’s occur approximately every 5 years to let property owners know of their compliance issues.

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM):  These are the maps generated showing the flood plain and impact on properties.

Maps and information are available at www.anchoragewatershed.com


Next Steps are:  

Steve Ellis to come back for a community meeting on this topic in about a month. 
 
Outreach directly to property owners in Old Girdwood as well to ensure that they are aware of the public meeting this summer.


Survey of properties to begin this summer to determine which locations/what type of compliance issues.  
Letters to be sent to property owners early in 2018.  
2.  GBOS Rules and Operating Procedures (Eryn Boone) 
Group didn’t have time to discuss this item.  It will be added to GBOS regular meeting in June.

Action Item Updates as assigned:

Request for Executive Session:
Other:
Adjourn 3:02 PM
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