
MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 

----@·-__ ::----Office of the Municipal Attorney ~ _ Telephone: 907-343-4545 
Civil Division, Suite 730 Fax: 907-343-4550 

Mayor Ethan Berkowitz 

July 21, 2016 VIA ELECTRONIC & FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

Commissioner Walt Monegan 
State of Alaska, Department of Public Safety 
5700 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507-1225 

Re: AST & Bureau of Investigation Support for Whittier PD, Regarding Major and Complex 
Crimes Committed in the Girdwood Valley Service Area 
Dept. of Law Matter No. 15-0807 

Dear Commissioner Monegan: 

In response to the announced closure of the Alaska State Troopers' Gird wood Post, the 
Girdwood Board of Supervisors intends to contract for law-enforcement services with the City of 
Whittier. 

As the Municipality of Anchorage understands it, the Whittier Police Department, like many 
smaller police forces around the state, does not have the capability to handle major crimes; it relies on 
the Alaska State Troopers' Bureau of Investigation to investigate cases involving homicides, sexual 
assaults, and other complex matters. 1 

I am writing to confirm that the Alaska State Troopers and the Bureau of Investigation will- so 
long as they continue to provide service to other local law-enforcement agencies around the state
provide like support to the Whittier Police Department, without charge, regarding major and complex 
crimes committed in the Girdwood Valley Service Area. 

By email of June 15, 2016, the Alaska State Troopers' Col. Cockrell conveyed to the co-Chair 
of the Girdwood Board of Supervisors that the Troopers would "most likely" provide such support: 

Cf DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, Alaska Bureau of Investigation, available at: http://www.dps.state.ak.us/ast/abi/: 
The Alaska Bureau of Investigation (ABI) is responsible for coordinating and conducting major 
criminal investigations within Alaska State Troopers jurisdiction to include homicides, sexual 
assaults, polygraph examinations, fraud, forgery, computer and internet crimes, surveillance, 
missing persons and lengthier property crimes investigations. The mission of the bureau focuses 
also on developing the investigative skills of personnel within the Department of Public Safety 
and building collaborative relationships with other law enforcement agencies. 
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[I]f there was a serious felony level crime that occurred within Girdwood 
and requested by Whittier PD for investigative support AST would most 
likely provide that support to include taking over the investigation. We 
have a long history of providing support to the smaller police departments 
around the State of Alaska and would assist Whittier PD if they requested 
the help. Since the crime would occur within the MOA, we would ask[] that 
Whittier PD first contact the Anchorage Police Department first and if they 
were unable or unwilling to respond AST would provide the requested 
support.2 

The Anchorage Police Department is not authorized to provide regular investigatory assistance to areas 
outside of the Anchorage Metropolitan Police Service Area without charge- and it is not within the 
budget of the Girdwood Valley Service Area to pay for such investigatory support. Absent emergency 
circumstances, the Anchorage Police Department is therefore legally "unable" to assist in a major
crime investigation occurring in Girdwood. 

In essence, going forward, there will be two separate police service areas in the Municipality. 
There will be the Anchorage Metropolitan Police Service Area patrolled by the Anchorage Police 
Department, and the Girdwood Valley Service Area, possibly to be patrolled by Whittier Police 
Department. If patrolled by Whittier, the police force in the Girdwood Valley Service Area will be 
much like the many small police forces across the state that rely on the Troopers and the Bureau for 
investigative assistance in major crimes. 

In the absence of Anchorage Police Department availability, the Girdwood Valley Service Area 
must know whether the Bureau of Investigation will aid the Whittier Police Department in the 
investigation of major crimes occurring within the Service Area's borders. If not, that may have 
implications for the Municipality's on-going contract negotiations with the City of Whittier on behalf 
of the Girdwood Valley Service Area. 

The Municipality would therefore greatly appreciate it if you could confirm in writing that. the 
Alaska State Troopers and the Bureau of Investigation will, if the Girdwood Valley Service Area 
contracts for law-enforcement services with the City of Whittier, investigate major and complex crimes 
committed in the Girdwood Valley Service Area at the request of the Whittier Police Department and 
without charge, for so long as the Troopers and Bureau of Investigation provide like service to other 
local law-enforcement agencies. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide any further information. I would be happy 
to meet with you or members of your staff at any time convenient to you to further discuss this matter. 

Email of Col. Cockrell to GBOS Co-Chair Daniel (July 15, 2016), attached. 
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Sincerely, 

1J~ .!)-:-~lJ 
William D. Falsey ~ 
Municipal Attorney 

cc: Mayor Berkowitz (via email) 
Assembly Member Evans (via email) 
Assembly Member Weddleton (via email) 

Chair Daniels, Girdwood Board of Supervisors (via email) 
Holly Wells, Attorney for the City of Whittier (via email) 

Alaska State Troopers Col. Cockrell (via email) 
Anchorage Police Chief Tolley (via email) 

Enclosure 



Falsey, William (Bill) D 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Sam Daniel <gbossamdaniel@gmail.com> 
Saturday, July 16, 2016 10:11 AM 
Cockrell, James E (DPS) 
Fox Gerry & Carol; Boone Erin; rsnitzer; O'Malley Tommy; Kelley, Kyle T.; Tyler, Margaret 
S.; Falsey, William (Bill) D; Weddleton, John; Evans, Bill; Schofield David 

Subject: Re: Letter from AST - Girdwood Extension 

Colonel Cockrell, 

Thank you very much. Really helps us out with our situation. 

Sincerely, 

Sam Daniel/ABR CRS GRI SRES Broker 
Glacier City Realty, Inc 
PO Box 550, Girdwood, Ak 99587 
174 Hightower Road, Girdwood 
Office: 907-783-1910 
Fax: 907-783-1920 
Cell : 907-227-4626 
e-mail: samdaniel@glaciercityrealty.com 
web page: http://glaciercityrealty.com 

On Jul 15, 2016, at 4:41 PM, Cockrell, James E (DPS) <james.cockrell@alaska.gov> wrote: 

Sam good afternoon, 

Per our conversation earlier this week, if there was a serious felony level crime that occurred within 
Girdwood and requested by Whittier PD for investigative support AST would most likely provide that 
support to include taking over the investigation. We have a long history of providing support to the 
smaller police departments around the State of Alaska and would assist Whittier PD if they requested 
the help. Since the crime would occur within the MOA, we would asked that Whittier PD first contact 
the Anchorage Police Department first and if they were unable or unwilling to respond AST would 
provide the requested support. Please let me know if you need any further information. Thanks j 

Wou ld you please pass this along to Colonel Cockrell. 

I very much appreciate you taking the time on what was supposed to be a "day off" on Monday to 
personally ca ll me and reinterate that the DPS and Crime Units will continue to support rural police 
forces throughout the state, including Whittier, when contracted with Girdwood, in response to major 
events like a homicide or sexual assault case. This service is very important and we appreciate your 
efforts on behalf of the community. 

The GBOS meets this coming Monday and it would be great to have an email from you in writing stating 
this. 

Sincerely, 

1 



Sam Daniel / Co Chair 
Public Safety & Utilities Supervisor 
Girdwood Board of Supervisors 
PO Box 833 
110 Glacier Creek Drive 
Girdwood, Alaska 99587 
907-227-4626 Cell 
907-783-3487 Home 
907-783-1910 Office 

Colonel James E. Cockrell 
Director, Alaska State Troopers 
5700 E. Tudor Road 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
907-269-5641 
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http://www.dps.alaska.gov/AST/ 
http://www.dps.alaska.gov/AST/recruit/ 
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