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MUSEUM RESTORES MERRILL FIELD TOWER CAB 
In October, 1999 a new Air Traffic Control Tower was commissioned at Merrill Field Airport, and 
subsequently, the 1960s era tower was removed from the field.  Thanks to a grant from the Ras-
muson Foundation and with help from the State of Alaska and PenAir, the Alaska Aviation Heri-
tage Museum was able to restore the vintage control tower cab which is now located on the 
shore of Lake Hood overlooking the busiest seaplane base in the world.  The tower has an amaz-
ing 360° panoramic view and radios that stream the live feed from the tower at the Ted Stevens 
Anchorage International Airport.  “This tower cab is an amazing addition to the museum’s cam-
pus, and we are excited for the public to be able to enjoy the tower, the view and see the 
changes at our museum!” states Shari Hart, executive director. 
 
On September 15, the Museum held an open house in the restored tower cab, and with funds 
from a grant to celebrate 100 years of Anchorage, the museum also hosted the first of a monthly 
lecture series.  The first lecture of the series featured George Pappas and Oren Hudson, who are 
well known in the aviation industry.  They spoke about early runways in Anchorage from the “park 
strip” to Merrill Field to the current Anchorage International airport.  The lecture series is free to 
the public and will be held on the 3rd Monday of each month from September until May. 
 
You can experience what it’s like to be in an air traffic control tower by visiting the newest addi-
tion to the Aviation Heritage Museum at 4721 Aircraft Drive, Anchorage, Alaska.  To see online 
photos of the restored cab and for more details about the Museum and the lecture series, visit 
http://alaskaairmuseum.org/ or call (907) 248-5325. 
 
 

Monitoring Airport Access Gates (Vehicle/Pedestrian) 
It is important to monitor the gate you use when entering or exiting the air operations area.  When 
you go through the gate, please wait for the gate to close behind you before proceeding.  This will 
help ensure someone unfamiliar with the airport does not “tailgate” and inadvertently cross a 
taxiway or runway causing a Vehicle Pedestrian Deviation (VPD).  This ‘wait at the gate’ practice 
will stop unauthorized drivers from tailgating and prevent the driver or pedestrian from accessing 
the movement area.  Waiting less than 20 seconds is a very small but effective accident preven-
tion tool. This little extra attention could be the few seconds it takes to prevent a tragedy. Each 
time you use a vehicle gate, please wait in the area until the gate is fully closed. 
 

http://alaskaairmuseum.org/


 

Revisiting Merrill Field Airport Driver Training Program 
The Merrill Field Airport Driver Training Program has been in effect for almost a decade now (since 
2005). Thus far, it is helping airport users with their awareness of airport operational areas.  Users 
have knowledge of equipment requirements as well as a better understanding of the communication 
process with the Air Traffic Control Tower.  The objective of this program is to familiarize drivers with 
airport operations by understanding the airport’s layout, signs and markings, air traffic control tower 
radio communication, and driving practices.  This program is accessible by clicking on the Driver 
Training Program link on Merrill Field’s website www.muni.org/merrill1/merrill1.cfm.   

Through this program of educating our users we can minimize, or better yet, eliminate the vehi-
cle/pedestrian deviations at Merrill Field Airport.  This program was implemented with joint effort by 
the FAA Airports Alaska Region and the FAA Runway Safety Office. 

Though a majority of airport users and pilots are aware of this program, we are still racking up num-
bers of VPDs, and we need your help in reducing and eliminating the statistics from MRI.  Anchor-
age Police Department enforcement and Air Traffic Control Tower assistance has also been instru-
mental in keeping VPD incidents in check, but your continued vigilance and watchfulness to deter 
possible deviations is greatly appreciated. 

When you see someone who seems unfamiliar with the airport or lost in transition – stop and ask 
questions, offer help or give direction.  The sooner that you can assist this individual the less chance 
there is of them becoming a VPD statistic.  Your assistance in guiding people to their intended des-
tination and away from the movement area contributes to the Airport’s safety and security. 

Remember, the daily, monthly and annual goal is always zero VPDs!  We need everybody’s aware-
ness.  We still have a long ways to go, but together we can achieve this attainable goal. 

Aviation Events 
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Merrill Field Users Group Meeting - Cancelled 
The quarterly Merrill Field User Group Meeting with the Airport Manager 
will not be held this fall.  You are welcome to visit the Airport Manager at 
any time to discuss your concerns or issues about MRI. 

Wednesday, October 8:  Ninety Nines - Alaska Chapter Meeting 

The 99s meet the second Wednesday of each month at Hangar.net, 2400 
E. 5th Avenue, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.  For more details, please call Erika Ben-
nett, Chapter Chair, at 345-1037 or visit the 99s website, 
http://www.ak99s.org/index.html  

Thursday, November 6: Municipal Airports Aviation Advisory 
Commission Meeting 
Bi-monthly meetings are held at the Anchorage Fire Training Center, 
1150 Airport Heights, Bldg. C, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  For more informa-
tion, call the Airport Manager’s Office, 343-6303. 

Friday, November 7:  Alaskan Aviation Legends & Awards Banquet 
The Alaska Air Carriers Association and the Medallion Foundation will 
host this memorable banquet at the Marriott Hotel, 820 W. 7th Avenue, 
Anchorage.  Reception starts at 5:00PM followed by dinner at 6:00PM.  
Visit http://alaskaaircarriers.org/servlet/content/events.html for details, or 
call 277-0071 for tickets. 

Saturday, November 15:  Fall Safety Seminar, VMC Into IMC 
The Alaskan Aviation Safety Foundation and the FAA Safety Team host 
this annual seminar which will be held at the Z.J. Loussac Public Library, 3600 Denali Street, in the As-
sembly Chambers, 8:00AM – 5:00PM.  Guest speakers are Bill Rhodes, Airworthy Inc., and Dale R. Wil-
son, Central Washington University.  For more details, call Harry Kieling at 271-5626. 

MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS 

AVIATION ADVISORY 

COMMISSION 

The Municipal Airports Avia-
tion Advisory Commission 
meetings are open to the pub-
lic and held the first Thursday 
of every other month. Please 
call 343-6303 for additional 
information. 

Meeting Dates:  
July 10, Sep 4, Nov 6, Jan 8 

Commissioner     Term Exp. 
Jim Powell, Chair 10/14/17 
Sharon Chamard, V Chair10/14/15 
Dick Armstrong  10/14/15 
Jim Cieplak 10/14/16 
Don DeVoe 10/14/16 
Greg Pearce 10/14/17 
Terry Pena 10/14/15 
 

Statistics 
Operations: 

Sep, 2013 – Aug, 2014: 121,833 
2014 Based Aircraft:  786 

http://www.muni.org/merrill1/merrill1.cfm
http://www.ak99s.org/index.html
http://www.alaskaaircarriers.org/servlet/content/living_legends_banquet__oct_12__2012.html
http://alaskaaircarriers.org/servlet/content/events.html


 

 TOWER TALK 
Opposite Direction Operations 

Due to a national increase in aircraft being in close proximity to each other 
during opposite direction operations (ODO) and a national effort to reduce 
those close calls, MRI has restricted ODO to operational necessity.  Excep-
tions to these ODO rules are; medevacs, emergencies and weather. 

We have seen some weather this summer that has made it difficult to stay on the normal runways in 
use (25/16/23) and the tower has allowed some opposite direction operations to keep pilots clear of 
clouds.  If you encounter weather that is making it difficult to remain clear of clouds, advise the con-
troller immediately, stay in VFR conditions, keep the runway in sight, etc. 

Be aware that each of these ODO exceptions are tracked and come under scrutiny.  As long as re-
quests for ODO are legitimate for necessity and safety, we will be able to make limited exceptions 
on a case by case basis.  Any requests solely for convenience will be denied. 

The Merrill Air Traffic Manager met recently with a workgroup comprised of pilots and controllers to 
discuss possible solutions to help with the new ODO rules.  The group came up with some possible 
solutions that may allow flexibility while maintaining a safe environment. These have been submitted 
for review and will be shared with you as they become available.  In the meantime, MRI controllers 
are working hard to provide you the best service available in the safest way possible. 

Please realize that when tower tells you “unable”, there are many factors being considered to keep 
all pilots safe at all times.  Share with the controllers if you are experiencing weather conditions or 
any pertinent information so they can assist you. 

We really enjoy working with you!  Our goal is to provide you with the best service.  But always--
Safety First! 

Gary Kingsley 
Operations Supervisor, Merrill ATCT
 
 

Live ATC Ground/Tower Streaming: PAMR 
LiveATC.net http://www.liveatc.net/ is a premier website that 
streams communications on the Internet to pilots who want to 
hear Tower/Ground communications.  Airports throughout the 
world are represented on the website, and Merrill Field went live 
on July 22.  Pilots have always been able to listen to ATC com-
munications with a hand-held radio (or some type of receiver) 
but now they have the additional option of listening either 
through a phone App or through their computer. 

Merrill Field pilots and students have wanted this for years.  
Now this service is available and will assist them in being able 
to listen to pilots in the area and increase their communication 
skills.  SkyTrek Alaska Flight Training LLC is covering all costs 
associated with this service, which will not only benefit their stu-
dents but all the pilots who want to gain additional experience 
with radio communications. 

The link for PAMR is http://www.liveatc.net/search/?icao=pamr.  
The link is also posted on the Merrill Field home page; just click 
on Live ATC Ground/Tower Streaming: PAMR  
 
 

 
 
 
3rd Annual Merrill Field 
Community Outreach 
BBQ enjoyed by many 

Our sincere thanks and com-
pliments go out to ATCT Man-
ager Brian Ochs and the con-
trollers for the great job they 
did hosting the annual MRI pic-
nic.  The weather cooperated, 
and an estimated 230+ atten-
dees participated in the festive 
gathering.  Vendors who do-
nated food and equipment for 
the event include, among oth-
ers, Odom Corporation, Sub-
way, Frito Lay, Mr. Prime Beef 
and Carr’s Safeway. 
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Seasonal Snippets 

Seasonal Waterfowl Activity:  The fall waterfowl migratory season is here, and again this year we 
are working with Wildlife Specialists from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to reduce the possibility 
of aircraft conflict with birds on Merrill Field.  An airport vehicle is being used “after hours” for water-
fowl hazing activities.  The effect of our combined efforts with USDA should discourage migratory 
waterfowl from returning to roost on Merrill Field. 

Wash rack reminder:  If you have been putting off cleaning your aircraft, you may not want to wait 
much longer.  When the temperature dips below freezing, the wash system will be shut down for the 
season. 

Snow Storage Procedures:  Each year the Airport Manager's Office staff is frequently asked, 
"Where should I put the snow?"  To keep the taxi lanes open, please store snow in the designated 
areas of your tiedown space as shown below.  Snow stored in front of or behind your aircraft will be 
removed when the taxilanes are cleared.  Municipal Code prohibits the dumping or relocating of 
snow onto or across taxilanes, taxiways, runways, or airport roads by any persons except 
Municipal employees.  As always, the objective of our Snow Removal Plan is to have the Airport 
runways open and functional as soon as possible after a new snowfall. 
 

Acceptable snow storage areas for MOA tie-down spaces 
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Alaska 99s Complete Merrill Field Remarking 
Our hats are off to the Alaska Chapter 99s for remarking 
Merrill Field marking on Taxiway Alpha on Saturday, August 
23.  The new paint certainly refreshes the airport marking 
and makes Merrill Field very noticeable.  The 99s volunteer 
this service to many airports around the state—a behind-the-
scenes labor of love that never receives enough credit.  
Thanks to Erika Bennett and all the members who donated 
their time on one of the pleasant Saturdays of 2014.  We 
appreciate your assistance. 
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