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What’s Happening at Merrill Field 

Fall is just around the corner and summer is coming to an end. It has been a very busy summer 
construction season at the airport.  
Our thanks go to Hickel Construction (contractor), HDL (our consultant), FAA ATCT Personnel and 
airport users for working together as a team. Your understanding in assisting us with aircraft relo-
cations and patience with the detour of the operations at Taxiways Quebec and Golf intersections 
are very much appreciated. Your cooperation shows commitment in helping us provide a better, 
safer airport. 
We are looking forward to working with you again on capital improvement projects next summer.  

 
Be responsible, keep vehicle gates closed 

Power outages caused by the recent high-wind storm that blew through the region caused some 
electric vehicle gate operators to stop working.  Airport maintenance set the affected gates to 
“manual operation” which means that airport users must manually roll the gate open to access 
their lot.  It is very important that each time a gate is opened, it is closed.  Even if you plan to be in 
your apron for “just a few minutes”, the gate should always be closed. 
Fencing and gates were installed on the airport to increase safety by preventing runway incur-
sions.  Merrill Field Airport is situated in the middle of commercial, industrial, and residential dis-
tricts, and individuals who are not familiar with our operations may take a short-cut by crossing the 
runways.  FAA has provided grant funds to ensure our runways and taxiways are safe, and one of 
the grant assurances is for the airport to maintain a safe environment.  Each time a gate is left 
open an unsafe situation occurs.  In the interest of safety, please take an extra few minutes to 
make sure the gate is closed when you enter or leave Merrill Field.  After all, the life you save 
could be your own. 

 
Current credit card information needed to avoid payment due notice 

If you depend on the Merrill Field AutoPay or On-Demand program for payment of your leasehold, 
tiedown, or vehicle parking fees, please remember to keep your credit card information current.  
We occasionally find out from customers that they received a new credit card because their bank’s 
credit card system was “compromised”.  If this happens to you or if you receive a card with a new 
expiration date, please remember to call the Airport Manager’s Office at 343-6303 to update your 
payment agreement. 

http://www.muni.org/merrill1/merrill1.cfm


Three Airport Commission terms expire soon 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS 
AVIATION ADVISORY 

COMMISSION 

In October, the terms of three Municipal Airports Aviation Advisory 
Commission seats will expire:  If you are interested in filling one of  
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these seats, owner of residential real property located within one mile 
of the boundaries of any municipal airport; a business person who 
has a place of business on land leased from the municipality at a 
municipal airport, or a business person with a place of business in 
the municipality, send a brief letter and résumé with your application 
to the Mayor's office. 
An application form and additional information is available online at 
the Municipal Boards and Commissions website 
http://www.muni.org/Departments/Mayor/Boards/Pages/Howtoserve.
aspx .  Applications are kept on hand for openings that may become 
available throughout the year.  The three-year terms are subject to 
approval by the Anchorage Assembly. 
 

Identify your covers 
If you suspect any of your aircraft equipment went airborne in the re-
cent windstorm please check with the Airport Manager’s Office—we 
have a collection.  This event should be taken as our pre-season re-
minder that fall and winter winds will be howling, and pilots will cer-
tainly be asking if anyone has found a wind-blown wing cover.  
Please mark all covers with your aircraft N number.  If we know who owns 

The Municipal Airports Avia-
tion Advisory Commission 
meetings are open to the pub-
lic and held the first Thursday 
of every other month. Please 
call 343-6303 for additional 
information. 

Meeting Dates:  
Nov 1, Jan 3, Mar 7, May 2 

Commissioner     Term Exp.
Dick Armstrong  10/14/12 
Jim Cieplak 10/14/13 
Don DeVoe, V Chair 10/14/13 
Tony Follett 10/14/12 
Kimball Forrest, 10/14/12 
Greg Pearce 10/14/14 
Jim Powell, Chair 10/14/14 

Statistics 
Operations: 

Jun, 2011 – May, 2012: 120,149 
2012 Based Aircraft:  827 

 the associated aircraft, we’ll gladly inform the rightful owner that a  
missing cover has been found. 

 
Aviation Events 

Friday, October 12:  Aviation Living Legends & Awards Dinner
The Alaksa Air Carriers Association and the Medallion Foundation will host this memorable ban-
quet at the Marriott Hotel, 720 W. 7th Avenue, Anchorage.  Reception starts at 5:00PM followed by 
dinner at 6:00PM.  Call 277-0071 for tickets, or for more details, visit 
http://www.alaskaaircarriers.org/servlet/content/events.html. 

Saturday, October 13:  Fall Safety Seminar
The Alaskan Aviation Safety Foundation and the FAA Safety Team host this annual seminar.  This 
informative event will be held at the UAA Aviation Technology Center, 2811 Merrill Field Drive, An-
chorage, 8:00AM – 5:00PM.  For more details, call Mark Madden at 786-7216. 

Saturday, October 13:  Oktoberfest and Living Legends Fundraiser 
This fun event is hosted by the Aviation Heritage Museum.  Festivities begin at 6:00PM at the 2741 
Aircraft Drive, Anchorage.  Call 248-5325 for details. 

Monday, October 15:  Alaska Airmen’s General Membership Meeting 
Plan to attend this annual meeting to review the organization’s strategic plan, membership bene-
fits, current issues and advocacy efforts, the new building campaign and financial report.  Meeting 
starts at 7:00PM at 4200 Floatplane Drive, Anchorage.  Call 245-1251 for more information. 

Thursday, November 1: Municipal Airports Aviation Advisory Commission Meeting 
Bi-monthly meetings are held at the Anchorage Fire Training Center, 1150 Airport Heights, Room 
4C, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  For more information, call the Airport Manager’s Office, 343-6303. 
 

http://www.muni.org/Departments/Mayor/Boards/Pages/Howtoserve.aspx
http://www.muni.org/Departments/Mayor/Boards/Pages/Howtoserve.aspx
http://www.alaskaaircarriers.org/servlet/content/living_legends_banquet__oct_12__2012.html
http://www.alaskaaircarriers.org/servlet/content/events.html


 

Tower Talk 
I want to thank everyone for their continued professionalism. This summer 
went fairly smooth and it is a testament to all the hardworking aviators work-
ing as a team and not against one another. If you need to be heard, call me. 

 
Special VFR Procedures 
As fall approaches, the Anchorage Bowl sees an increase in Special VFR 
Weather. An ATC clearance must be obtained before operating within Class C, 
 Class D, or class E surface area when the weather is less than that required for VFR flight. 
1. A VFR pilot may request and be given a clearance to enter, leave, or operate within most 
Class D and Class E surface areas, traffic permitting, and providing such flight will not delay IFR 
Operations. A Special VFR Clearance is required to operate in Special VFR Conditions. This 
clearance must be requested by the pilot and approved by ATC. Because it is the pilot’s preroga-
tive to operate in Special VFR weather conditions, controllers may not assign a Special VFR 
Clearance until pilot requested. If a tower or radar controller states, “Merrill is below basic VFR 
Weather Conditions” or “A Special VFR clearance is required to operate in the Merrill Control 
Class D Surface Area”, that is your clue that you must request a clearance. That can be accom-
plished by telling the controller, “Request SVFR Clearance out of/into the Merrill Class D Surface 
Area.”  Inbound aircraft to Merrill Field should contact Anchorage Approach Control directly to re-
quest a Special VFR Clearance.  
2. During periods when low ceilings and good visibility are in effect, controllers will often try to ex-
pedite traffic by asking pilots if they can maintain visual separation with either another Special 
VFR Aircraft or an IFR aircraft.  For instance, to get several departures off the airport, the Local 
Controller may ask if you can follow and maintain visual separation with a preceding departure. If 
you can, then both of you can be departed. If you cannot, then the preceding aircraft will be de-
parted. You will have to wait until the previous departure exits the Class D Surface area. Radar 
Controllers may also try to bring a group of you into the Class D Surface Area using Visual Sepa-
ration, rather than bringing you in one at a time. To help this process, it helps if you remain aware 
of the traffic situation by listening to the radio and scanning for the traffic. 
 
Crossing Knik Arm 
Please review the Alaska Supplement. We had numerous issues this summer with Knik Arm 
crossings. The most common mistake was flying the Chester Creek Departure and climbing 
above 600’ MSL without ATC approval. If you need to climb above 600’ MSL ask for a deviation. 
If a deviation is not available, request the Shoreline Departure or City High Departure.  
Don’t forget, tours are available. It is a great way to get questions answered and for controllers 
and pilots to meet. If you need us to come to you, for a CFI meeting or pilot briefing, please call 
us at 271-2698. 
 
Brian Ochs, Air Traffic Manager 
Merrill Field ATCT 
 

Stolen Fuel Alert 
Over the past year, Airport Management has been made aware of four incidents of fuel being sto-
len from aircraft tied down on Merrill Field.  We encourage all airport tenants and users to report 
cases of vandalism or theft to the Anchorage Police Department and the Airport Manager’s Of-
fice.  Your information might be useful should an official investigation be launched. 
You are also encouraged to continually watch out for your neighbor and always report any suspi-
cious activity to Airport Management or APD.  Thank you for your cooperation, and please re-
member to always perform a thorough pre-flight check each time you fly. 
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Seasonal Snippets 
 Seasonal Waterfowl Activity 

The fall waterfowl migratory season is here, and again this year we are working with Wildlife Special-
ists from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to reduce the possibility of aircraft conflict with birds on 
Merrill Field.  An airport vehicle is being used “after hours” for waterfowl hazing activities.  The effect 
of our combined efforts with USDA should discourage migratory waterfowl from returning to roost on 
Merrill Field. 

 Wash rack reminder 
If you have been putting off cleaning your aircraft, you may not want to wait much longer.  When the 
temperature dips below freezing, the high-pressure wash system will be shut down for the season. 

 Snow Storage Procedures 
Each year the Airport Manager's Office staff is frequently asked, "Where should I put the snow?"  To 
keep the taxi lanes open, please store snow in the designated areas of your tiedown space as shown 
below.  Snow stored in front of or behind your aircraft will be removed when the taxilanes are cleared.  
Municipal Code prohibits the dumping or relocating of snow onto or across taxilanes, taxi-
ways, runways, or airport roads by any persons except Municipal employees.  As always, the 
objective of our Snow Removal Plan is to have the Airport runways open and functional as soon as 
possible after a new snowfall. 
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Winter preparation: remove or lose unsecured items 
The Airport maintenance staff is busy gearing up for the first snowfall of the season.  Each air-
craft owner can help by removing all items and/or debris from your tie-down area that could po-
tentially be pushed away with a pile of snow.  Not only can items of value be lost or damaged--
these items can also cause substantial damage to snow 
removal equipment. 
All unsecured items (blocks, boards, shovels, ladders, 
gas and oil cans, etc.) found in your tiedown after October 
1, 2012 will be removed by Airport Maintenance.  Your 
cooperation and attention to this important request is 
greatly appreciated. 

 
TAXIWAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acceptable snow storage areas for MOA tie-down spaces. 
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