
MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS AVIATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, November 7, 2013 
Anchorage Fire Training Center 

1150 Airport Heights Road, Building “C” Room 4D 
Anchorage, Alaska  99508 

ATTENDANCE 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jim Powell, Chair 
Don DeVoe, Vice Chair 
Sharon Chamard 
Terry Pena 

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 
Jim Cieplak * 
Dick Armstrong * 
Greg Pearce * 

ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES 

MRI ATCT – Brian Ochs, Manager 
Lake Hood Seaplane Base -Jamie Patterson-Simes for Tim Coons, Manager 
Bryant Army Airfield – Jim Noe, Manager 

AIRPORT STAFF PRESENT 

Paul Bowers, Airport Manager 
Alex Jumao-as, Assistant Airport Manager 
Linda Luebke, Acting Commission Secretary (343-6303) 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Jim Powell, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
2. SELF INTRODUCTIONS 

Jim asked all attendees to introduce themselves. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the September 5, 2013 meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 
 
4. AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

A. Noise  

Paul Bowers reported there have been multiple noise complaints regarding heli-
copter operations.  We have had several coordinated meetings between FAA 
ATCT, helicopter operators and Merrill Field management to emphasize our “Fly 
Friendly” program and have implemented a revised standard protocol for all ro-
torcraft touch & go operations to emphasize using RWY 34 only when wind is 
out of the north and, if practical, landing long between TXY Romeo and TXY 
Quebec intersections.  Additionally, we have requested that operators follow the 
green belt adjacent to/east of Rogers Park when possible.   We also discussed 
using steeper ascent and descent angles to the degree practicable, and all flight 
instructors have been asked to discuss glide paths and expeditious travel over 
residential areas with their students. 

* excused absence 
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B. Vehicle/Pedestrian Deviations 
 No report available at this time for the previous quarter. 
 
C. Leasing Update 

The new Alyeska Helicopters hangar is up and enclosed on Lot 1C, Block 2, 
next to Lake and Pen Air.  Alyeska’s proposed occupancy date is December 20, 
2013. 

Chuck Miller of Chaz Limited is the lessee of Lot 8C Block 2, where the Han-
gar.net building is located.  This building is undergoing a significant internal re-
furbishing; the external area will also be refurbished but will retain its 1942 vin-
tage appearance.  Mr. Miller is also the Lessee of Lot 7C, directly west of Han-
gar.net where he is planning to construct a new hangar facility in the spring of 
2014.  At this time, he plans to house a War-Bird Flying Museum in the facility 
which will include other aviation related uses.  Considering Mr. Miller’s connec-
tion to Chaz Limited (an auto body paint and repair business), airport manage-
ment has been encouraging Mr. Miller to incorporate a certified aircraft painting 
business into his Merrill Field facility, which would be the only certified aircraft 
painting facility in Alaska. 

George Janssen is planning construction of a two-building hangar facility (9 in-
dividual units) located on Lot 5A, Block 1 on the west side of RWY 34.  Follow-
ing the resolution of some permit issues, construction is planned to being in 
spring 2014. 

Jamie Patterson-Simes inquired about the status of the Aero Tech lease.  Paul 
noted that on October 1, 2013, Alaska DEC issued a “Corrective Action Com-
plete with Institutional Controls Determination.”  This environmental decision, 
which was mutually agreed upon, resolves the status of the site so future de-
velopment/leasing of Lot 2, Block 8 can occur.  Essentially, the site is now avail-
able for further development. 
 

D. Project Updates 

Alex Jumao-as reported Phase 2 of our Security Camera Project, which in-
cludes installation of 17 high-definition cameras, fiber optic cabling along much 
of Merrill Field Drive and apron lighting upgrades, is 90% complete.  Public and 
private access protocols to view camera images are being developed; these will 
be similar to what was previously established.  Alex invited the commissioners 
for a private viewing demonstration of the cameras.  Currently under-way is the 
development of Phase 3 of the Security Camera Project which will add fiber op-
tic cabling on the north side of the airport.  We are also in the process of up-
grading our gate system from an older, antiquated system to a new more reli-
able windows based “S2” system.  The new system will provide real-time gate 
status information. 

The Medevac Apron reconstruction project is complete.  Alaska Regional Hospi-
tal has been using the rehabilitated apron since October 15, 2013. 

Swanson General Contractors has begun work on the Electrical Vault Upgrade 
Project for airfield/navaid lighting.  They were able to pour the concrete founda-
tion for the vault this November, right before freeze up. 
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The Master Plan Project is proceeding; Alex encouraged interested parties to 
visit www.merrillfieldmasterplan.com for current updates.  Carl Siebe, of Master 
Plan consultant HDR, added that photography and noise study results have 
been delivered.  Sharon Chamard asked if the way the noise studies are meas-
ured can be changed to trigger federal funding for noise mitigation.  Paul and 
Carl explained that FAA will not provide any federal funding for noise mitigation 
unless the studies conform to the current national standard, day night noise 
level (DNL).  

While there is likely little doubt specific isolation of summer noise from less ex-
tensive winter noise would result in higher ratings for the summer traffic, the 
FAA has developed national land use noise compatibility guidelines (14CFR 
Part 150) that specifically define day night noise levels (DNL) in decibel catego-
ries on an annualized composite noise basis.  Essentially, only those residential 
areas defined as within the 65db average DNL corridor are eligible for federal 
noise insulation assistance under the national standard category schedules.  
Changing the way the noise models are measured would not gain any federal 
(or state) noise insulation assistance or relief. 

Paul reported portions of Taxiway Quebec apron area were patch-paved on 
Tuesday, October 29, by utilizing part of remaining funding from an AIP funded 
dynamic compaction project.  FAA agreed with MRI that the dynamic compac-
tion process (essentially the repeated free-fall of a 15-ton concrete block weight 
from forty feet, which ultimately compresses the underlying trash mass some 
10’-12’) created seismic wave impacts through the adjoining, un-compacted re-
claimed former municipal landfill.  This process caused further differential set-
tling of the adjacent and non-contiguous pavement areas above this trash 
mass, with resultant surface swales and ponding migration towards these ar-
eas.  This, in turn, created even more unusable pavement and unsafe “ice rink” 
conditions after freeze up.  The patch-paving fixed the worst but not all of these 
areas.  Additional patch-paving and crack sealing is anticipated in spring 2014. 

Also late this fall, airport maintenance crews repaired portions of RWY 5/23 and 
the Whiskey apron areas by bringing in fill and re-grading, thereby eliminating 
multiple swales and ponding areas and improving drainage.  This repair work 
also eliminated a safety hazard by filing in a significant low spot on RWY 23 
about 150 feet from the threshold. 

Paul explained we are changing winter plowing operations by closing TXY Juliet 
(both north and south), TXY Hotel (north) and TXY Delta (north) beginning No-
vember 14, 2013 until spring (normally April 1, 2014).  He estimated this will 
save maintenance time with each snow fall, especially in the critical first few 
hours of restoring operating conditions.  This procedure has been NOTAMed. 

Paul also noted the RWY 5/23 end marking areas have been paved and will be 
painted next spring with the runway designations 5 and 23 to help better identify 
the runway.  Additionally, we will be marking the Whiskey apron lanes to help 
customers better identify parking areas; such as, W1, W2, W3 and W4. 

 
E. Proposed User Group Meetings 

No additional information at this time. 
 

http://www.merrillfieldmasterplan.com/
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F. Other 
Mike Kutyba of Evergreen Helicopters, asked about hangar space availability.  
Paul explained that the Lot 7, Block 3, Kontor Development lease will expire in 
June 2015.  If the current leaseholder does not initiate any development plans, 
the lease will go out to public bid and the Quonset huts will be required to be 
removed.  The Aero Tech lease of Lot 2, Block 8, is also for sale.  New leases 
require a minimum investment of $375,000.  Other than these leases, there is 
currently no vacant land available for lease; however, all airport leases can be 
assigned given one can find a lease for sale. 

Erickson Air-Crane recently purchased Evergreen Helicopters.  The Immediate 
impact of this acquisition on Evergreen Helicopters of Alaska operations and 
staffing are yet to be determined. 

 
5. ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

A. MRI Air Traffic Control Tower 

Brian Ochs asked Mike Kutyba when Evergreen Helicopters will be officially re-
named Erickson Air-Crane.   Mike replied that they were not certain but will in-
form the tower and the Airport as soon as they receive official notification.  Brian 
said he will start working on a new Letter of Agreement (LOA) between the 
tower and Erickson Air-Crane. 

Brian briefly touched on the two recent runway incursions involving the contrac-
tor who was compacting pavement that had been laid at the RWY 5 and 23 
ends.  The incursions were caused by a miscommunication regarding runway 
closure. 

Brian is also working on an emergency response LOA with Merrill Field Airport.  

 
B. UAA Aviation Technology Division 

No report. 

 
C. Elmendorf Airfield Operations 

No report. 
 

D. Lake Hood Seaplane Base 
Jamie Patterson-Simes stated that she had spoken with Tim Coons the morning 
of the MAAAC meeting, and he asked if she would report to the Commissioners 
that the storm drainage construction project at Lake Hood has been completed 
for the season.  Permittees are being allowed to return to their original tie-down 
spaces, and additional spaces at Lake Hood will become available at the end of 
November 2013. 
 

E. Bryant Army Airfield 
Jim Noe reported Class D airspace became effective October 17, 2013.  Bryant 
Tower remains “advisory” only until direct-line communication is established be-
tween Bryant and A11; this line is expected to be in place within 30 days.  Ap-
proval for touchdown maneuvers at Bryant is pending release of new Army 
Regulation (AR 95-2). 
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6.  SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

No report. 

 

7. OLD BUSINESS AND UNFINISHED ACTION 

None 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

None 
 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AVIATION 

Carl announced that the Alaska Aviation Safety Foundation is hosting their annual Fall 
Safety Seminar on Saturday, November 23, 2013, 8:00AM at UAA Technology Center, 
2811 Merrill Field Drive.  The safety topic this year is “Doing the Right Thing to Stay 
Alive”. 
 

10. COMMISSION COMMENTS 

None 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 







