
MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS AVIATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, March 7, 2013 
Anchorage Fire Training Center 

1150 Airport Heights Road, Room 4B 
Anchorage, Alaska  99508 

 

ATTENDANCE 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 

Dick Armstrong 
Sharon Chamard 
Greg Pearce 
Terry Pena 
Jim Powell, Chair 

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 

Don DeVoe, Vice Chair * 
Jim Cieplak * 

ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES 

MRI ATCT – Brian Ochs, Manager 
Elmendorf Airfield Operations – Kevin Cramer, Manager 
Lake Hood Seaplane Base – Tim Coons, Manager 

AIRPORT STAFF PRESENT 

Alex Jumao-as, Acting Airport Manager 
Darlene Sivyer, Commission Secretary (343-6303) 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Jim Powell, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
2. SELF INTRODUCTIONS 

Airport Commissioners and meeting attendees introduced themselves. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the January 3, 2013 meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 
 
4. AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

Alex Jumao-as reported that one noise complaint has been received since the begin-
ning of the year.  The caller complained of helicopter noise over Orca Street.  Alex 
confirmed with the ATCT controllers that the helicopter was operating in the pattern; 
he also contacted the pilot.  There were a total of 20 noise complaints in 2012, and 25 
in 2011.  Alex expressed his appreciation to the controllers for helping with our “fly 
friendly” program. 

No vehicle pedestrian deviations (VPDs) have occurred so far this year.  There were 
two VPD violations in 2012 and three in 2011. 

* excused absence 
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4. AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT (continued) 

Maintenance personnel are busy with snow removal; fortunately, this winter has not 
been as busy as last year.  The Oshkosh snow blower is 17 years old and recently re-
quired repairs totaling $1000.  This is in addition to repair costs of $100,000 in 2012.  
FAA Snow Removal Equipment (SRE) replacement funding will not be available in 
2013; however, we will be aggressively pursuing funding for a new snow blower as 
soon as it becomes available.  The maintenance crew recently groomed Runway 5/23 
for ski operations. 

Four 2013 Capital Projects have been submitted to FAA: Taxiway Quebec Rehabilita-
tion Phase 4 (multi-phased), Airport Lighting and Electrical Vault Upgrade, Snow 
Blower and Runway Broom Acquisition, and Master Plan Update Phase 2.  Alex will be 
meeting with FAA personnel this afternoon to discuss project funding. 

The Medevac/Helipad Rehabilitation project, funded by the 5th Avenue Project Land 
Exchange Agreement, is being advertised for bid.  FAA funds are not being used for 
this project. 

A 2011 project, Security Camera Upgrade Phase 2, has been rebid because the ap-
parent low bidder did not meet the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goals.  
The contract has been awarded to Alcan Electrical.  Under this contract, 17 high-
definition cameras will be installed and a new video monitoring system will be ac-
quired, approximately 10,000 linear feet of fiber optic cable will be installed along 
Merrill Field Drive from 15th Avenue to Airport Heights Road, and 13 LED apron lights 
will be installed in the aprons between Spernak Airways and UAA (south of Taxiway 
November and north of Merrill Field Drive). 

The Master Plan Update consultant, HDR, has completed the drafts of three chapters: 
Public Involvement, Facility Inventory and Forecast.  The chapters will be submitted to 
FAA for review, comment and approval. 

Merrill Field Airport has entered into a contract with David Lundeby for his services as 
a leasing consultant. 

On the financial front, Alex reported that a revision is not needed to Merrill Field’s 2012 
operating budget. 

Alex acknowledged all those who assisted with the Boeing 727 landing event.  Many 
agencies and individuals were involved in this FedEx donation to the UAA Aviation 
Technology Division. 

Jim Powell asked Alex if he has any information to share regarding the Mayor’s ap-
pointment of an airport manager.  Alex responded that of the 72 total applications, the 
Mayor is reviewing five for final consideration.  Dick Armstrong asked if the Commis-
sion has a weigh-in on the appointment.  Jim added that if there are any volunteers 
willing to help with the review process, he would draft a letter to the mayor offering as-
sistance.  The group agreed that a letter to the mayor would be appropriate.  Jim and 
Darlene will collaborate and send a letter to Mayor Sullivan on behalf of the Commis-
sion as soon as possible.  The letter will be sent to the Commissioners by email. 
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5. ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

A. MRI Air Traffic Control Tower 

Brian Ochs noted that the B727 landing was a phenomenal event and all opera-
tions went well. 

The FAA Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT) will be hosting a meeting for 
Merrill Field stakeholders at UAA on April 1, 2013 at 8:00 a.m.  Notices have 
been mailed, and all airport operators are encouraged to attend. 

MRI Air Traffic will be meeting with MRI management soon to discuss the elec-
trical vault upgrade and the effects this will have on airfield lighting. 

The automatic, mandatory reduction in federal spending known as sequestra-
tion will begin soon.  As a result, each ATCT employee will be furloughed 
eleven days through the end of this fiscal year, September 30, 2013.  To meet-
ing this mandate, personnel hours may be shortened and no overtime is 
planned.  Some services may be curtailed such as reducing the number of 
touch-and-goes allowed in the pattern at one time and limiting the number of 
tower facility tours.  Brian added that these are challenging times; he asked pi-
lots to be patient and to remember that safety is always the first priority. 

Jamie Patterson-Simes inquired how students will be able to accomplish the re-
quirement to tower the tower.  Brian responded that tours of the tower will still 
be available; however, an extended notice will be needed to coordinate this ac-
tivity.  Dick added that under the circumstances, these are positive ways to 
keep the tower open.  Alex asked Brian about the mandated tower closures.  
Brian explained that Alaska is exempted from tower closures due to this se-
questration. 
 

B. UAA Aviation Technology Division 

None. 
 

C. Elmendorf Airfield Operations 

Kevin Cramer reported that late-night flying will be taking place from JBER April 
4 through April 8.  The annual Red Flag and Northern Edge exercises have 
been funded; however, there might not be as many aircraft involved this year. 

The runways will be closed at some time during the summer for maintenance 
and repairs. 
 

D. Lake Hood Seaplane Base 

Time Coons commended those involved with the B727 landing and stated that 
the event was very well executed.  He also noted that the first months as Lake 
Hood Manager have been very interesting; he is learning a lot. 

A Lake Hood Users Group meeting will be held at 12:00 p.m. on March 28 at 
the Aviation Heritage Museum on Lake Hood.  Lake Hood RSAT will be in-
cluded in this meeting. 
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D. Lake Hood Seaplane Base (continued) 

The Anchorage International Airport infrastructure upgrade project includes the 
drainage system, which runs through Lake Hood aprons.  The upgrade will be 
good for Lake Hood runoff; however, approximately 40 aircraft tied down in the 
Alpha, Bravo and Charlie aprons will need to be relocated this summer.  Some 
aircraft can be moved to other Lake Hood tie down locations; however, some pi-
lots might opt to temporarily move to Merrill Field. 

Jim asked if the sequestration will impact operations at Anchorage International.  
Jim replied that he cannot speak on behalf of FAA. 
 

E. Bryant Army Airfield 

None. 
 

6.  SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

None. 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS AND UNFINISHED ACTION 

None. 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

None. 
 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AVIATION 

Carl Siebe offered to share information about access to the Bryant Army Airfield pro-
posed Class D airspace through Google Earth.  The application will allow a 3-D view of 
the proposed airspace.  Darlene offered to forward this information from Carl to the 
Commissioners. 

 

Carl also mentioned the Annual Seaplane Seminar will be held Saturday, April 20, at 
the OAS Hangar on Lake Hood. 

 

On March 23 at 9:00 a.m., the Lake Hood Pilots Association will be meeting at Steve 
Fishback’s hangar on Lake Hood for their annual pancake breakfast. 

 
10. COMMISSION COMMENTS 

Jim Powell acknowledged several UAA Aviation Administration students who attended 
the Commission meeting as part of their class requirement. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m. 







