
MUNICIPAL AIRPORTS AVIATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, January 3, 2013 
Anchorage Fire Training Center 

1150 Airport Heights Road, Room 4B 
Anchorage, Alaska  99508 

ATTENDANCE 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 

Sharon Chamard 
Jim Cieplak 
Don DeVoe, Vice Chair 
Greg Pearce 
Terry Pena 

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 

Jim Powell, Chair * 
Dick Armstrong * 

ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES 

MRI ATCT – Brian Ochs, Manager 
UAA Aviation Technology Division – Rocky Capozzi 
Bryant Army Airfield – James Noe 
 

AIRPORT STAFF PRESENT 

Alex Jumao-as, Acting Airport Manager 
Darlene Sivyer, Commission Secretary (343-6303) 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Don DeVoe, Commission Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
2. SELF INTRODUCTIONS 

Airport Commissioners and meeting attendees introduced themselves. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the November 1, 2012 meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 
 
4. AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT 

Alex Jumao-as reported that 20 noise complaints were reported in 2012.  He thanked 
the air traffic controllers for their assistance with Merrill Field’s “fly friendly” program. 

No vehicle pedestrian deviations (VPDs) have occurred so far this year.  There were 
two VPD violations in 2012.  Alex suggested that airport leaseholders and users ask 
pedestrians who are transitioning through the airport if they need assistance.  Educat-
ing the public will help reduce the number of VPD incidents. 

Random vandalism was recently reported to the Airport Manager’s Office.  It appears 
that aircraft in close proximity in the Golf and Quebec aprons were rummaged through.  
Pilots were encouraged to file a police report; APD has created a master file for this 
incident.  It is important that pilots store belongings in their aircraft out of sight. 

 

* excused absence 
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4. AIRPORT MANAGER’S REPORT (continued) 

Airport maintenance has been able to keep up with snow removal this winter.  They 
fabricated a drag from an old gate and have been able to groom Runway 05-23 with 
this device.  Positive feedback has been received.  Last year, a contractor was hired to 
groom the ski runway. 

Four capital project pre-grant applications have been submitted to FAA:  Taxiway 
Quebec Rehabilitation-Phase 4; Airport Lighting and Electrical Vault Upgrade; Snow 
Removal Equipment (SRE) Acquisition (runway blower & broom); and Master Plan-
Phase 2.  The Airport lighting upgrade and electrical vault project is planned for this 
summer.  The SRE acquisition might be deferred to next year as FAA may not be able 
to fund the equipment purchase this year.  The blower we now use is 17 years old.  
The Municipal Manager is aware of this situation. 

Alex introduced and welcomed two new Airport Commissioners, Sharon Chamard and 
Terry Pena.  Sharon fills the seat for an owner of residential real property located 
within one mile of any municipal airport.  Terry is a business person with a place of 
business in the municipality.  They fill seats vacated by Kimball Forrest and Tony Fol-
lett. 

 

5. ORGANIZATION REPORTS 

A. MRI Air Traffic Control Tower 

Brian Ochs announced that a Runway Safety Action Team meeting will be held 
in April.  He also noted that during the electrical vault upgrade this summer, 
electrical service for taxiway, runway and nav-aid lights will not be available.  Pi-
lots can expect the lighting outage to last about two months; however, tempo-
rary service for lighting on one runway is planned. 

Brian added that Merrill Field is assisting with coordination efforts to bring a 
Boeing 727 onto the airport. 
 

B. UAA Aviation Technology Division 

Rocky Capozzi reported that school will be back in session on January 14. 
 

C. Elmendorf Airfield Operations 

None. 
 

D. Lake Hood Seaplane Base 

None. 
 

E. Bryant Army Airfield 

James Noe reported that the comment period for the Bryant Army Airfield Class 
D Airspace has been reopened.  The airfield is open for business, and the traffic 
advisory frequency is 125.0.  James added that this would be an excellent loca-
tion for helicopter training. 
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E. Bryant Army Airfield (continued) 

Erick Johnson inquired about bird hazing procedures and Merrill Field’s bird-
strike reporting procedures.  A discussion ensued about bird harassment and 
how information about hazing operations is shared with nearby control towers. 
 

6.  SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

None. 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS AND UNFINISHED ACTION 

None. 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

A. B-727 Donation to UAA – Rocky Capozzi, UAA 

Rocky Capozzi, Director UAA Aviation Technology Division, reported that the 
chair of the Industry Advisory Committee was notified that FedEX has a Boeing 
727 airliner available for donation and volunteered the aircraft to the University 
of Alaska.  The aircraft, which will be located at Merrill Field Airport, is sched-
uled to be delivered near the end of February.  The fully avionics-equipped 
B727 will be flown into Merrill Field and will be used in the UAA Aviation Tech-
nology program.  There is no intention to fly the aircraft once it has landed. 

Plans call for the aircraft to land on Runway 25, and a tug, provided by Northern 
Air Cargo, will tow the aircraft to the UAA ramp at the former ERA location.  A 
NOTAM closing the airspace to other aircraft will be issued for the time of the 
planned flight. 

Rocky noted that the UAA and Municipal legal departments are very engaged in 
this project.  Alex added that UAA formally submitted the project information to 
the Municipal Manager.  The Municipality has three major concerns regarding 
the landing of this large aircraft at Merrill Field:  noise, pavement strength to 
support the aircraft weight, and liability in the event of an incident.  Alex reiter-
ated that both entities’ legal and risk departments are involved in the logistics of 
this project. 

Rocky concluded his presentation by stating that they don’t intend to run the 
aircraft engines; however, auxiliary power will be utilized to operate the aircraft 
systems.  It will take a while to prepare the aircraft for education purposes.  
 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING AVIATION 

None. 
 

10. COMMISSION COMMENTS 

None. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 







