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M u r'r rcr PALTTY oF Aruc noRAGE

Internal Audit Department
632 w 6'n Ave.. suite 6oo

Phone. 907-343-4438
Fax 907-343-4370

Mayor Dan Sullivan

August I  5, 2012

Honorablc Mayor and Members of the Asscmbly:

I am pleased to present Sunset Audit Report 2012-Sl I, Board of Building Regulation Examiners
and Appeals, Communify Development Department for your review. A brief summary of the
report is presented below.

In accordance with Assembly Ordinance Number 20ll-64(5-l), Section 14, we have performed a
sunset audit ofthe Board ofBuilding Regulation Examiners and Appeals. The objcctive ofthis audit
was to provide information to thc Mayor and Assembly to assist them in determining if the Board of
Building Regulation Examiners and Appeals should be reauthorized. Our audit included areview of
nreeling minutes, resolutior.rs and agendas, and member authorization nnd participation.

Based on our revierv of meeting minutes, resolutions and attendance records, we recommend that the
Board of Building Regulation Examiners and Appeals bc rcauthorized.

The Board of Building Rcgulation Examiners and Appeals will sunseton October 14,2012 unlcss
reautlrorizcd by the Assembly.

\ .,----\
, ) \',L\ /r,"2--

Pctcr Rarskums, CIA, CFE
Director, Intcmal Audit
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Sunset Audit  Report  2012-Sl I
Board of Building Regulation Examiners and Appeals
Community Development Department

Introduction. We have pcrfomrcd a sunset audit ofthe Board of Building Regulation Examiners

and Appeals (Board) as required by Assembly Ordinance Number 201 I -64(5- I ), Section l4 which

states:

"l'he trlunicipal ('lerk shall notili the Assembly and the Mayor by assembly

ntemontnrlum ut leust 120 dot's prior lo lhe sunsel ttf uny bourd or commissinn, und

un ordinunce for reuuthorizution shall be introduced through the Assenbly Chuir

with the assenhll' mentorundun. The ussenthly memorandum shall include direction

to the OJfce of Internul Autlit to audit the bourd or comntission under Anchorage

Municipul (-ode section 3.20.I 10 D.-1. und 1. The OlJice of Internal Audit shall

report itsJindings to lhe lvluyor und Assentbly ut leust 60 duys, prior to sunset, prior

to \'ote h) the Asscntblt on reuul lnrizulion. "

Obiective and Scope. Thc objcctive of this audit was to provide inlormation to the Mayor and

Assembly to assist them in determining if the Board should be reauthorized. Our audit included a

rcl ierv of rreeting minutcs, Board resolutions and agendas, and Board meniber authorization and

participation.

Thc audit u.as conductccl in accordancc lvith gcncrally acceptcd govcrnment auditing standards,

except lor thc rcquirenrcnt of an extemal quality control review, and accordingly, included tests of

accounting records and such othcr auditing proccdures as we considered necessary in the

circunrstances. The audit r'"as pcrformed dunng the period of July through August 2012.

Overall Evaluation. Bascd on our rcvicrv of mccting minutcs, rcsolulions, and attendancc records,

w,c rccomrlend that the Board of Building Rcgulation Examincrs and Appeals be reauthorizcd.
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SUNSET FACTORS

The following lactors wcrc uscd in our evaluation and are presented for information to the Mayor and

Assembly:

l Name of Board.

Board of Building Rcgulation Examiners and Appeals

2. Sunset Date.

Octobcr I  z l ,  2012

3. The purnose and goal of the Board.

.'lnchorage l4unicipul C'ode (AMC) 23.10.103.1.1, Pou,er und Duties of the Building Board of

Regulution Eruminers und Appeuls, stales "The Building Bounl of Regulution Exaniners and

Appeuls (Building Bottnll hus the pon,er urul duty:

I) to heur und decide uppeuls front the decisions oJ udninistrutive olficials reluting to

building untl .fire regulutiorts under Anchctruge Municipul Code Title 23, inclucling

nrc htt n it ul und plunt h i ng regulul iorts ;

2) to gru t ntodif cotion.s -from strict upplication of the Building Code on appeul from a

tlecision of the building oJJk ial:

3) to determtne the suitubility of ulternule muterials und nrcthods of conslruction when

hutring uud deciding un uppeul,'

1) to co luct heurings o ntulters brought hefore it purslntt to the Ahutement of

Dungcrous lluillings unlcr chupter 23.70; urul

5) in its discretion, to oJfer comment or reconnendulion concerning amendments to

huilding uttlc und regulution.s in Anchoragc )uhmicipul Code I'itle 23. "

l o f T -
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4. Have Bo4rd me4bers iggn_App9!n!9d?

AMC 23.10.103.1.3.4, filenhers, voting, and hearings before the Board of Building

Regulation Eruminers and Appeuls (Building Bourd), states "The Board of Building

Regulution Exuminer.s arul Appeuls (hereafter "Building Boartl"), as described in Section

4.40.030, and this title shull consist of no fewer than eleven (11) arul up to fifteen (15)

ntentbers uppointed b.t'the nuy'or, subject to cotlirnrutiott by the Assemhly, qualified by

experience or training to puss on mutters perlaining to building consttaction, as follows;

L hvo (2) ntentbers shull he Architects registered in the State of Alaska.

2. Trto (2.1 ntenrbers shall be Professionol Engineers registered as Civil Engineers in the

Stnte of Alusku.

3. One (1) ntember shull be a Professional Engineer, registered as a Mechanical Engineer

in the State of Alusku.

4. One ( I ) nrenther shttll heu ProJbssionul Engineer, registered as un Electricul Engineer in

Ihe Stzte of llusku.

5. Four (1) ntenhers shull be licensed Generul Contractors actively enguged in building

conslnrction ond ut least hro ofthefour shall he actively engaged in hone building.

6. One (l) ntentber shull be u licensecl Electrical Contructor actively engaged in the

electricul trude.

7. One ( l) ntenher .shull he u licensed Plunhing Contftrctor ectively engaged in the

plwnbing trude.

8. One (I1 nenhcr.shull be u licen-sed Mechunical Contntctor actively enguged in the

ntechunicul tnule.

9. Up to ttro (2) udditiornl nrcmbers, qualtfed by experience or training and actively

enguged in uny,, of tht ubove listed disciplines, trudes, or profe.s-siotts. "

-  3  o f  ?  -
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Board Nlember

Archltect: Scott Bohne

Architect: Jonathan Steele

Cil il Enginccr: Stcr[ng Strait

Civil Engineer: 
'[ 'roy 

I' 'eller

Mechanical Enginccr: Craig Fredeen

hlect r ter l  Enginccr :  [ ( )m I  { )unc}

Gcncra l  Contractor :  Serena O'Donncl l

General ContractorrTlomebuilder: Paul

Michelsohn

General (lontractor: Jon I Iarvkrnson

Electrical Contractor: Skipp Bringmann

I'lumbing Contractor: llari (iray

Me chanical (-ontractor: Rob N{crchant

Audit Findine. Currently, the Board is staffcd with 12 members.

Aopointed
4-13-04

3-7-00

t - 1 1 - 1 2

I 0- l0-06

I 0- l0-06

I I -6-07

2009

3- 16-04

7 -10-t2

l0-2003

8 - 1 6 - l l

2-24-09

Reannointed
l0 -  l 5 -07

2006t2009

l0-14-09

l0- 14-09

r 0- I 5-07

l 0 -  l 5 -07

I  l - 8 -1  I

Term
Expiration

Date
l0- l4-  13

l0 -14 -12

l0 -14 -14

t0-t4-]'2

10 -14 -12

10-14 -13

l0 -14 -12

l0 -14 -13

l0 -14 -14

l0 -14 -13

10-14 - t4

l0 -14 -14

f,.

Source: Nlalor's Of fice

Are the terms of the Board members current?

AMC1.05.010,7'ernls,stutcs'E.rceptusolherwisespecrfel inthisCode,thereguktr termof

euch nenher of u hounl ctr r-ornntission is three t'ear.s cotttntencirtg on Octoher l5 of theyear

in vhich uppoinlel unl ending three y-ears therenfter on Octoher ll, provided however, to

ttv'oid u t'ucttttt),until nex uppoirttntcnts cun be matle and confinned, an appointed member's

term is e.rtenled unt il u nur uppointnent is cotyfirnted or u nttrintum of l 20 duys which ever
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occursfrst. The ternts ofinitial or subsequent oppointments to a board or commission shull

he staggered so that, us nearlt' us possible, a pro rata number of its members sholl be

appointed each !eur o;f the estublished regular term of olfce. "

Audit Findine. The terms for the all Board mcmbers are current.

6. Are positions deemed vacant after the maximum number of absences?

,'lx-l(' J.05.060.A, Atterulance requirements, vucancies, states ". . . avacancy shull occur if a

memher durhg unr I 2-nonth period while in olfice:

I . Is ubsent frorn lhree regulttr nteetings wilhout ercuse;

). Is ahsent front:

u. six regutur rrrccllngs; or

h. eight regulut" nectitgs for menfters of the plunning urut zoning commission, platting

boartl, or:oning bourtl ofexuminers and oppeals: or

3. Fails to utten(l o ltto-thirds muiority o./ the regulttr meetings."

Audit Findine. No membcrs werc abscnt fiorn thrce regular meetings without an cxcuse

within any 12 rnonth period.

No mcnrbcrs ucre absent lrom threc regular meeting within any l2 month period.

Only onc meeting was held in 2011 and onc member failed to attend the meeting. One

membcr lailed to attend t\\'o thirds of the regultr mcetings in the l2 month period from

August 201 I through July 2012. This niernbcr has not bccn rcnrovctl from thc Board.

-  5  o f  ?
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7. Does the Board meet regularlY?

AMC 4.05.090, Meetings, states 'A board or commission shall hokl regulur monthly

meetings (tt such tinrc und plute us tnav- from tine to time be designated hy the bourd or

cornntission, hut meetings neetl not be held { tro business is pending. Boarcls and

conmissions shall utlvise the public of their meeting schedules, or puhlicly advertise their

meeti gs where necessituted b1- stututotl requirentents. The chairman of u board or

t'orntttission, or the nunicipul enplo.vee v,ho is designuted as an ex olficio memher of the

boarrl or t'ortttttission pursuunt lo Section 4.05.140, or a majoriryn ofthe hoard or commission,

mut call u special nteeting of the hoanl or comntission. Meetings of all boards and

contnrissions shull he open to the public, except for an executive session, from which the

ptrblic nn,- be e-rclruled.

Audit Findine. Frorn January 201 1 and through July 2012 the Board met four times.

Are minutes taken and publ ished ?

ANIC 4.05.130, Reports, ninules and puhlic heuring records, states "A bourd or commission

shull keep ninutes of the bounl or comrtission proceedings, ttnd such ninutes shall record

the vote of euch ntenher ph.t'sicttlll presenl upon every question formally presented to the

bourtl or conntissionsfor its cottsiicrulion. The minutes shull he maintained in the custody of

the ntunicipul ugenc.t vhich supplies slulfsupport lo the hoard or commission and shull be u

puhlic record, open to inspection h,r" uny person. "

Autlit Findine. Yes, Board ntinutes wcrc takcn at cach Board mccting. Community

Developnrent Departnrcnt staff keeps a copy availablc to the public. In addition, Board

nrinr.rtcs are availablc on thc Conutrunity f)cvclopmcnt Dcparlment's wcbsitc.

8.

- 6 o f 7 -



Sunsc t  Aud i t  Rcpo r t  2012 -S l l
Board of Bui lding Regulal ion E\aminers and Appeals
f lonmunity Devclopment Deparlment
Augus t  15 ,  201  2

9, Do meetings have action items or other business?

AMC 23.10.10-1.4.1 stutes "The Building Board of Regtlution Examiners and Appeals

(Building Bourd) hus the pow,er and duty:

I) to hear and decitle appeuls from the decisions of udministrative olficiuls relating to

huikling und Jire regulutions under Anchorage lllunicipal Code Title 23, including

nechu n icu I a nd pl unt h ing regulut ions,'

21 to grant nodLJication.s fron strict upplication rf the Building Code on appeal from u

decis ion of the building olfciul:

3) to determine the suittthilitt of ulternate materials and methods of construction when

hearing antl decitling an uppeal,'

4) to conduct heurings on nrutters brought hefore it pursuant to the Abutement of

Dungerous Builtlings untler chupter 23.70; und

5 ) in its dis(rclir.tn, tO o.fJbr tontnenl or recomme (lulion concerning amendments to

building code urul regult ion.; in Anchorage ivhtnicipal Code Title 23. "

Audit Findine. From January 201 I through July 2012, the Board issued a decision on the

only appeal filed. In addition, Board minutes included action items that the Board voted on

such as rccommcnding to thc Asscmbly adoption of thc Title 23 packagc revision and

supporling clianges to AMC.

- 1 of 1 -


