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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE 
Housing, Homeless and Neighborhood Development (HHAND) Advisory Commission 

SUMMARY MEETING MINUTES 
December 6, 2017 

FINAL 
 
Call to Order 
The Housing, Homeless and Neighborhood Development (HHAND) Advisory Commission was 
called to order at 4:30 pm at the Department of Health and Human Services, 825 L Street Room 
423, Anchorage, Alaska.  The meeting was staffed by the Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS), Housing & Community Services Division (HCSD), Community Safety and 
Development (CSD). 
 

I. Roll Call 
 

C i i  P t C i i  Ab t G t  Doug Lamkin, Chair 
Claire Waddoup, 1st Co-Chair 
Niki Burrows 
Kenny Petersen 
Nelta Edwards 
DHHS Staff 
Nancy Anderson, CSD Program 
Manager 

Nikole Nelson, 2nd Co-Chair (E) 
 
 
E = Excused 
U = Unexcused 

Ann Gravier, HUD 
Amanda Metivier, 
   Youth Education 
   Coordinator UAA 
Suzi Pearson, AWAIC 
Ikam West High 
   School 

 
There was not a quorum 
 
II. Approval of December 6, 2017 HHAND Agenda 

MOTION:  
SECOND:   
DISCUSSION:   
VOTE:  

 
III. Approval of HHAND November 1, 2017 Minutes 

MOTION:  
SECOND:   
DISCUSSION:   
VOTE:   

 
IV. Conflict of Interest Declarations & Annual Disclosure of present Economic Interest 

There were no conflicts of interest. 
 
V.      Public Comment 

There were no public comments. 
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VI. Old Business 
A. Nine Star’s employment pilot program, “Fighting Homelessness with the Net and 

Ladder”. 
Chair Lamkin reported he signed the letter regarding Nine Star’s Net and Ladder project 
and forwarded it back to the municipality. 
Commissioner Petersen explained the letter is to inform the Mayor’s Office the indicator 
that the HHAND Commission wants to do is to increase earned income for homeless 
participants which would be working with Nine Star’s Net and Ladder project.  The 
Mayor’s office would consider it at the appropriate time, but does not have the funds at 
this time.  The next step is to take the letter to the Anchorage Committee on 
Homelessness and ask them to integrate the project into the homeless plan and funding.  
Nine Star is ready to take the lead on the pilot project.  
 
Chair Lamkin as a member of the Assembly’s Committee on Homelessness informed the 
commissioners the committee is looking for some kind of program that’s measurable and 
not a hand out, per se, that it is something that will be a step up for people; Chair Lamkin 
added further that the committee will embrace programs such as that. 
 
Ms. Anderson asked the commission who they were going to deliver the letter to, 
whether the ACEH or the Assembly and reminded the commission that they decided 
during the November meeting to go to the Assembly’s Committee on Homelessness.  
Chair Lamkin will contact Assemblyman Felix Rivera to discuss putting forth this 
project as an assembly item to raise funding of $150,000 for the project from the 
municipality in the January Assembly meeting. 

 
VII. New Business 

A. Former Foster Care Youth & Risk of Homelessness – Amanda Metivier, Youth 
 Education Coordinator, Child Welfare Academy UAA & Facing Foster Care in AK 
 

Ms. Metivier introduced herself and explained that she has been facilitating a non-profit 
called Facing Foster Care in Alaska for the last 15 years; it is an organization of youth 
across the State of Alaska doing large scale advocacies.  We bring in young people from 
foster care to the legislature to try and make changes by filing litigation, we have three 
pending lawsuits against the State of Alaska, we also do training and peer support.  We 
bring in people that train child welfare staff, law enforcement and legal parties involved 
in child protection/child welfare cases. 
 
Ms. Metivier also works at UAA at the Child Welfare Academy where they do all the 
training for the state child protection staff, Office of Children’s Services, law 
enforcement and manages several pots of money from the university, federal 
government and the State for youth to pursue post-secondary education and training as 
they come out of foster care.  We provide them scholarship funding, funding for 
housing, transportation, child care and school supplies, anything they need to go on to 
higher education.  Currently we have 65 current and former foster youth in and out of 
state that are enrolled in secondary education and training. 
 
Right now we are involved with the HUD Youth Demonstration Project.  Covenant 
House is the lead agency, with funds being spent over a set number of years to end youth 
homelessness. 
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Right now state wide we have 3009 children in youth and foster care which is a record 
high for our State.  About 25% of youth in foster care are teenagers.  Usually the data is 
around a two year lag, for 2016 we had 76 youth state wide that aged out that left foster 
care without a permanent plan, 26 of which were in Anchorage.  Youth can voluntary 
request to stay in foster care until they are 21 years of age. 

 
There is a housing voucher program now with the Office of Children’s Services and 
Alaska Housing Finance Corporation, statewide there are 15 vouchers, 10 in Anchorage 
and there is always a waiting list. The voucher program comes with case management, 
and a case worker visits them monthly, they are specific to youth aging out of foster 
care.  When youth apply for this program there is a rating scale, the more challenges 
they’ve had the higher priority they are.  With these vouchers they can find a place 
within certain requirements that AHFC lays out but they pay only 30% of their income 
up to 3 years.  

 
The commission discussed, at the suggestion of Commissioner Petersen, some thoughts 
of action of what they could do regarding the information Ms. Metivier reported.  It was a 
consensus of the group to focus on the following: 
• Immediate housing when aging out. 
• How to get substance abuse treatment or behavioral health treatment for parents to 

help care for their kids. 
• Additional case workers, mentors and navigators. 

  
VIII. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm 
 

Next meeting January 3, 2018 at DHHS, 825 L Street Room 423 from 4:30 to 6:00 pm.  
 


