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Municipality of Anchorage 

SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

SUMMARY MEETING NOTES 

January 28, 2015 

 

Members Present Members Absent Guests 

Joan Fisher, Chair 

Dawnia Clements 

Theresa Brisky (telephonically) 

Kevin Turkington 

 

DHHS Staff 

Steve Ashman 

Judy Atkins 

Stuart “Cam” Rader (U) 

Ella Craig (E) 

AnnaBell Stevens (E) 

Mary Sullivan (E) 

Carol Jackson (E) 

 

Ken Osterkamp – AARP 

Cathy Calwell – Mountain Pacific 

Peg Quinn – McKinley Services 

 

There was not a quorum in attendance. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Chair Joan Fisher called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. at the Anchorage Senior 

Activity Center.  NO QUORUM.  Introductions. 

II. Approval of Minutes – carried over to February 25 meeting 

III. Liaison Report – Steve Ashman  

Interviews for the Senior Services Coordinator position have been completed and an offer 

has been made to one of the applicants. If accepted it would be 2-3 weeks before the 

person starts the position. The ADRC staff is busy with information and options 

counseling. Today the staff is attending Project Homeless Connect; they are networking 

and distributing resource information. The Senior Services Coordinator position 

description will be rewritten in the near future. Since inception the position was highly 

advocated for by the Commission.  

There continues to be limited finding for the Emergency Solutions Grant program.  
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IV. Old Business 

Discussion by those present of the Senior Listening Session Forum, held in December and 

how it could impact the Senior Needs Assessment.  Based on the assessment, what does 

the Commission want to tackle? What can the Commission do to actually affect the five 

topics of housing, health care, transportation, economic security and nutrition? How can 

the process get started? Many programs are being cut in Juneau right now, for example, 

senior housing issues. The Commission will continue to promote housing as a priority. 

Accessibility to services is another priority for seniors. The ADRC plays a huge part in 

keeping the public informed about what is available to them. 

Commissioner Clements noted that we need to let the Assembly know what is needed for 

our constituency.  

The Annual SCAC Planning Session is fast approaching. When the new Coordinator starts 

we will move forward with setting up this meeting. The BP Energy Center was a great 

location and we will look into using it again.  

V. New Business 

The Older Americans Month Kick Off Event is May 6, 2015 and will be held at the 

Anchorage Senior Activity Center. Judy will prepare the Ron Hammett Award nomination 

packet and publicize in the community. The commission members will choose the winner 

at the March commission meeting. Commissioner Brisky will work with the Assisted Living 

Home Association and Marlow Manor to provide funding for the lunch, and secure 

funding for the cake. Commissioner Turkington pledged financial assistance from 

Midnight Sun Home Care for the lunch also. Thank you to all three of these great 

organizations who continue to support our seniors. A guest speaker, door prizes and 

entertainment still need to be secured. 

VII. Announcements 

Cathy Coldwell with Mountain Pacific indicated her focus is one self management for 

people with diabetes, making it more community friendly. Eight (8) week classes on Self 

Care and Self Management of Diabetes will be offered at the Senior Center, starting 

March 8. To register call Cathy  or Ann at 561-3202 or email ccoldwell@mcqhf.org 

Peg Quinn with McKinley Services wanted to let us know that they are expanding their 

services in the near future. She would like to community flu shots done in the Mt. View 

area this fall. 

There are three (3) Commissioners whose terms are completed in October 2015: Theresa 

Brisky, Carol Jackson and Stuart (Cam) Rader. Stephanie McSwain, the mayor’s liaison to 

the Commission, will contact them and complete any paperwork needed. 
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Commissioner Clements asked for a Senior Friendly update at the next meeting.  

VI. Public Comments 

Ken Osterkamp with AARP briefed the commission on the AARP Advocacy Agenda 2015 

and what the organization would like to accomplish on a nation and state level. He 

provided a document detailing the legislative issues in current session in Juneau. There 

was a brief discussion on age discrimination in Alaska, which is higher and the impending 

Medicaid expansion for the state. Check out the AARP website for classes on Medicare 

and retirement.   

VII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:39 a.m. 

  


