
 
Municipality of Anchorage 

 AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 

   SUMMARY MEETING MINUTES 
March 11, 2014 

I    Call to Order 

A regular meeting of the ADA Advisory Commission was held at 10:35 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 11, 2014 in the 5th floor conference room at 825 L Street, Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

II  Roll Call 

Roll call was conducted; a quorum was in attendance. 

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT GUESTS 
Commissioners 
 David Ziemer, Chair 
 David Barton 
 Lynne Koral 
 Christine King 
 Holli Yancey 
 Lynn Kenney 
 Lindsay Davison 
 
Municipal Staff 
 Kristin Troxell, DHHS 
 Andrew Sundboom, AERC  
 Marie Lavigne, DHHS 

Commissioners 
None 
 
Municipal Staff 
Susan Shiffer, DPT 
 

Karen Bretz, Mayors Office  
 

III Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as written, motion to approve by Mr. Barton, seconded by Ms. 
Yancey.  

IV Approval of Minutes 

The February 11, 2014 minutes were approved as written, motion to approve by Mr. Barton, 
seconded by Ms. King.  

V Public Comments 

None. 

VI Guest  

None. 
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VII Municipal Reports 

Marie Lavigne, Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) – The front page of the 
Anchorage Daily News ran an article that recapped the Reconstructing Housing Forum that 
was held February 26th. It is anticipated that there will be follow up articles and discussions 
coming up in the near future on this topic. Marie attended the forum and  spoke with 
employees of Neighborworks & Habitat for Humanity, both of which expressed their 
organization’s priorities of designing housing that is more ADA accessible. Suggested 
extending invitations to speakers in these groups that are interested in this work to come in 
and present at a Commission meeting on these issues. Habitat for Humanity is looking into 
placing an importance on energy efficient building. The want to get the word out that it is 
just as important for low to moderate income housing to follow energy efficient building 
practices, as it is for high income housing. There are accessibility standards that have to be 
met for new construction, both the fair housing act and the ADA standards would be in 
effect. Federal accessibility laws do not apply to single family homes. A lot of housing 
developers design for aging in place but it is not required. Ms. King suggested doing 
outreach for new businesses in the community and offering best practices on accessibility. 
There is an open forum scheduled for March 18th at the Loussac library on Alaska 
Medicare. This forum will be hosted by the Medicare Information Office between 6:00-
8:30pm. 

VIII Updates from Chair 

Meeting with Anchorage Assembly Members – A member of the public, veteran with 
accessibility concerns at the PAC brought the issue to the attention of Anchorage Assembly 
members. The Assembly members scheduled a meeting to discuss the access issues and 
invited Mr. Ziemer & Mr. Barton to attend on behalf of the ADA Commission.  The 
accessibility concerns at the PAC, especially during the winter, have been brought to the 
Assembly several times and now they are starting to get serious about improving the 
access at the PAC. The goal is to create a drop off/pick up area between the PAC and 
Town Square. There are some questions about who controls the right of way in front of the 
park that is the area to be updated. They are going to re-visit the old plans and try to get 
that road added in to the facility. With the re-design, hopefully they can also create a few 
more accessible parking spaces. The ADA Commission will stay involved in this 
conversation and provide input.  At the meeting they were also able to discuss a few other 
accessibility issues within the Municipality (MOA). There used to be an ADA Coordinator 
position with the MOA but the position was cut from the budget. The ADA Commission will 
provide the MOA with the requirements of the ADA laws and then recommend that 
they re-instate the position. Mr. Ziemer reported that it was quite refreshing to attend this 
meeting and experience genuine interest from the Assembly members to look into the 
accessibility issues throughout the Municipality of Anchorage. Another area requiring 
attention is an update to the service animal guidelines for the MOA.  

IX Old Business 

AK Deaf Community/Disaster Preparedness Video Project – The video footage for this 
video has been shot and the video is now being edited. The goal is to have the video 
completed by the end of March so they can market the video at the Alaska Shield event. Mr. 
Barton will share the video at an ADA Commission meeting once completed and the video 
will also be available for viewing on YouTube. 
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Service Animals – Ms. Koral is looking forward to traveling to St. Louis to attend the guide 
dog conference. She is excited to discuss the process and procedures of the TSA & service 
animals. Especially, what it really means to have a service animal on board an aircraft. Mr. 
Barton asked if Ms. Koral can bring back materials from the conference in order for the ADA 
Commission to draft new Municipal guidelines on service animals. Ms. Yancey wanted to 
point out that there are specific differences between different levels of service animals. 
There is very specific work that guide dogs do that other service animals don’t do and there 
is very specific work that other service animals do that guide animals don’t do. Educating 
the Assembly and the Mayor, providing draft language, mirror federal law but go beyond the 
federal law. When there is a conflict between two laws when we are talking accessibility, the 
one that offers more coverage is the one honored. Mr. Barton has the proposed state 
language, he recommends that they create a sub-committee after Ms. Koral gets back from 
the conference. The Commission thinks that the Elvi Gray-Jackson may be on board to 
sponsor this language once it is in final draft.  
 
AK Bill on “Non-Apparent Disabilities” – Draft – Mr. Barton sent out the most recent draft 
language, the group that is promoting this is asking that if you agree with the language that 
you draft correspondence to your state legislature expressing your viewpoint. The most 
important part is the mandatory training for first responders. There will be a fiscal note 
attached to this bill because of the training.  

X New Business 

Legislative Items of Interest – The Commissioners would like to invite Shalon Harrington,  
Intergovernmental Affairs Director with the Mayor’s Office, to attend the April 2014 
Commission meeting to discuss MOA legislative items of interest and the legislative process 
with the committee.  
 
Municipal Election – Scheduled for April 1st, go out and vote. Absentee voting is available 
for those who will not be able to vote on April 1st. Absentee voting can be accomplished in 
person at the Division of Elections & City Hall.  
 
Partners in Policy Making – The cutoff date for accepting applications for Partners in Policy 
Making Part II has passed and they are getting ready to select the new interns. They will be 
holding another session of Partners in Policy Making Part I in May 2014. The Partners in 
Policy Making project is aimed at seeking out individuals statewide who are not yet involved 
in policy making and teaching self advocacy. Part 1 is on a personal level and teaches 
interns how to tell their story and how the legislative process works. After graduating from 
Part I they move on to Part II and at this step the interns get much more deeply involved in 
the legislative process on a state and national level.  

XI   Good of the Order 

 Local Emergency Planning Committee – Michelle Torres and Mr. Barton delivered a 
presentation on disaster preparedness to the MS Society last week. These 
presentations will continue to be delivered to different focus groups throughout the 
remainder of the year, if you have any groups in mind that would benefit from having 
disaster preparedness outreach presentation onsite at their facility, email Mr. Barton with 
the request and he will get it set up. Disability Awareness month is scheduled for 
September this year, there is also a big disaster preparedness event directed at 
individuals with disabilities being planned to take place in conjunction. Mr. Barton has 
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volunteered to represent the ADA Commission on the planning team. If any 
Commissioners want to attend the planning meetings, the meetings are held on 
Mondays, email Mr. Barton for additional details. Mr. Barton has invited Ms. Torres to 
give a presentation at the ADA meeting in May or June. 

XII Announcements 

Christine King reported that the Employment First bill has passed unanimously. Lots of co-
sponsors joined on to sponsor this bill. Ms. Kenney will send out the bill to all 
Commissioners. This is a national model and it is going to trickle down.  

XIII Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:56 am.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2014 at 10:30 am in the 5th floor conference room, at the Department of 
Health and Human Services located at 825 L Street. 
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