
April 2nd 2012 AMATS Air Quality Advisory Committee Meeting 
 
AMATS Air Quality Advisory Committee Members in Attendance: 
Lois Epstein  Arctic Program Director, The Wilderness Society 
Tom Grman ADOT&PF, Maintenance  
George Conway, MD CDC, Health Professional 
Jeremiah Dunham              Health and Human Services Commission 
Rusty Myers Alaska Pacific University 
Jedediah Smith Public Transit Advisory Board 
Stacey Dean Planning and Zoning Commission 
Barbara Garner Citizen/UACC 
Bruce Lee I/M Industry Representative 
 

Staff and Public in Attendance: 
Cindy Heil ADEC 
Scott Lytle ADOT&PF 
Jon Spring AMATS 
Mark Parmelee ADOT&PF 
Scott Tuttle 
Chris Salerno MOA/DHHS 
Steve Morris MOA/DHHS 
Matt Stichick MOA/DHHS 
Anne Schlapia MOA/DHHS    
Stacey Cooper MOA/DHHS 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Rusty Myers at 11:30am.  (Lois Epstein arrived later and 
assumed chair.) 
 
Approval of April 4, 2011 meeting minutes 

Rusty Myers called for a motion to approve the April 4th, 2011 meeting minutes. Mark 
Parmelee mentioned that Bart Rudolph was at that meeting. Lois Epstein added that her 
affiliation should be noted as Arctic Program Director, The Wilderness Society rather than the 
Transportation Priorities Project. Jedediah Smith made a motion to approve the minutes. 
Tom Grman seconded and the minutes were approved. 
 
Election of new chair and vice-chair  

Steve Morris said he’d spoken with Jeremiah Dunham and he said he’d be willing to serve 
as chair.  Lois Epstein said she was willing to continue as vice chair.  The committee 
unanimously approved Jeremiah and Lois to chair and vice being vice chair of the 
committee.  
 
Air Quality Conformity for the 2035 AMATS Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 

Jon Spring gave an overview of the MTP for the committee.  He briefly discussed the 
roadway, transit and bike and pedestrian projects in the plan and the process that was gone 
through to develop the plan.   
 



Steve Morris gave a Power Point presentation overview of the conformity report.  (This 
presentation is available upon request.) He explained that AMATS must make an affirmative 
determination that the MTP does not interfere with the attainment or maintenance of air 
quality standards.  In order to do this, a modeling analysis must be conducted.  This involves 
using the Anchorage Transportation Model to predict the amount of motor vehicle travel 
activity on the transportation network through the horizon year (2035) of the MTP.  The 
model uses population and employment forecasts and the transportation network envisioned 
by the MTP to predict where and how much travel activity will occur.  This information is, in 
turn, “fed” into the EPA MOVES model to project the quantity of CO emissions that will occur 
from this travel activity.  The results of this modeling indicate that the amount of CO emitted 
from motor vehicle travel will grow from 125.6 tpd (tons per day) in 2007 to 145.8 tpd in 2035.  
This amount is under the allowable 156.5 tpd emission budget established in the CO 
Maintenance Plan.  Because projected emissions are under budget, the MTP meets the 
required emission budget test.  Steve noted that he and ADEC staff believe that MOVES has 
an “anomaly” that results in an over-estimation of emissions in 2035.  He noted that even 
through emissions in 2035 are probably over-estimated, the MTP still meets the budget test.  
Steve briefly discussed PM-10 conformity.  He noted that Eagle River was still technically a 
non attainment area for PM-10 even though no violations had occurred since the late 1980’s.  
He explained that Eagle River is now qualified to use the simplified limited maintenance 
planning process to evaluate PM-10 conformity for the MTP.  He showed that MTP meets 
PM-10 conformity requirements because monitored PM-10 concentrations remain low and 
the control measures used to bring compliance with the PM-10 standard (i.e., paved roads) 
remain in place.  
 
George Conway asked what the fate of CO was in the environment. Steve said that main 
“sink” for CO was oxidation in the soil and atmosphere.  Jedediah Smith asked why the 
appendix to the conformity report did not include a list of transit projects like it did for roads.  
Jon Spring said that Jed had a good point and he agreed that transit projects should also be 
included. 
 
Lois Epstein noted that the socioeconomic data in Tables 1-1, 1-2 and 1-3 of the report do 
not agree with data reported in the MTP.  Jon Spring said he would investigate and 
determine whether there was discrepancy.  She asked if the Port of Anchorage was included 
in the inventory.  Steve said that it was included.  She also asked if the Knik Arm Crossing 
(KAC) was included in the inventory.  Jon Spring said that the bridge itself was not but the 
traffic by the generated by the KAC within the CO inventory area was included.  Lois 
expressed a concern that the Air Quality Committee was being asked to make a 
recommendation on conformity before the Assembly has had a chance to review and make 
their own recommendations on the MTP to the AMATS Policy Committee.  She thought that 
there was a good chance that the Assembly was going to recommend changes to the MTP 
which would in turn affect the conformity analysis. 
 
Cindy Heil suggested that the Air Quality Committee meet again after the Assembly has 
made their recommendations on the MTP and before the next Policy Committee.  This way, 
the Air Quality Committee will know if the Assembly will be recommending changes to the 
MTP that would affect conformity.  
 
Lois Epstein agreed and hoped that the Committee could meet again by teleconference 
after the Assembly meeting and before the Policy Committee meeting so they could make an 
informed recommendations to AMATS.  Steve said he would launch a doodle poll to see 



what time will work for committee members.  (Minutes from a follow-up teleconference on 
April 17 have also been prepared.)  
 
AMATS Air Quality Update for 2012 

Matt Stichick gave a PowerPoint presentation summarizing air quality trends for CO, PM-10, 
PM-2.5, ozone, lead and benzene. (This presentation is available upon request.)  Matt noted 
the sharp decline in CO that had occurred over the years.  He explained how wind blown 
glacial dust from the Matanuska River drainage has resulted in occasional exceedances of 
the PM-10 standard in Anchorage and that a waiver must be requested from EPA to exempt 
these from consideration when determining whether Anchorage is in compliance with the 
PM-10 standard.  He explained why ambient benzene concentrations were high in 
Anchorage when they were monitored in 2009 and why they should decline as a result of 
mandated reductions in the amount of benzene allowed in gasoline. 
 
Rusty Myers asked when each pollutant is monitored. Matt explained that CO is monitored 
in winter months and ozone is generally monitored from spring to fall.  PM-10 and PM-2.5 are 
monitored year-round.  Barbara Garner asked what time period is used to determine 
compliance with the PM-10 and PM-2.5 standard.  Matt explained that compliance is 
determined on the basis of a 24 hour average concentration.    
Bruce Lee asked where benzene was monitored during the 2009 study.  Matt said that 
monitoring was conducted at the Garden site located in the Airport Heights neighborhood in 
east Anchorage. 
 
Other updates 

Steve Morris noted that I/M went away as of March 1st. 
Lois Epstein noted that the AMATS Bicycle/Pedestrian Committee has been created and 
should assemble soon.  
 
Topics for next meeting.  

Steve Morris suggested the committee take a look at their bylaws.  
 
Barbara Garner asked if there were dust control plans in place for truck hauling of dirt from 
40th Avenue to Eagle River. Steve said they are required to have a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  Although main purpose is for water quality it also helps air 
quality.  Dirt track out is monitored and controlled and SWPPP information is posted on job 
site. Barbara says the residents are concerned. She wants to know which route the trucks 
are going to follow to Eagle River. Barbara mentions that the residents don’t trust the 
developer because trees were cut down after agreement not to. Barbara said it was a verbal 
agreement.  
 
Lois Epstein adjourned meeting at 1:10pm.  


