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Introduction 

Purpose and Scope

This study has been funded by the Municipality 
of Anchorage, Mental Health Trust Land Offi ce, 
Providence Alaska Medical Center, and University 
of Alaska Anchorage.  The pur pose of the study is to 
iden ti fy and rec on cile the ob jec tives and pri or i ties 
of in sti tu tion al, res i den tial, com mer cial, and natural 
en vi ron ment in ter ests in and adjacent to the Uni ver -
si ties and Medical Campus District (the District or 
U-Med). 

This Plan is intended to replace the 1983 Goose Lake 
Plan and to be adopted as an element of the Mu nic i-
 pal i ty’s Com pre hen sive Plan.

This report summarizes the agreed upon plan for 
land uses and access throughout the District.  The 
Plan pro vides a basis for future actions taken by 
the Mu nic i pal i ty and in sti tu tion al and com mer cial 
property owners to encourage the de vel op ment of a 
com mu ni ty of sustained viability and vitality.

This Plan evaluates the existing land use patterns 
and makes rec om men da tions for future de vel -
op ment.  It evaluates the site’s natural features and 
makes rec om men da tions for their future treat ment.  
This Plan also examines the interface be tween local 
and regional circulation systems to ensure that a 
proper balance is achieved between local and re-
gional cir cu la tion goals.  
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Providence Alaska Medical Center (PAMC) is a pri-
vately run state-of-the-art medical complex provid-
ing care for a wide range of medical con di tions. 

University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA) is part of the 
premier state-run university in Alaska. 

The surrounding neighborhood is part of the Uni-
 ver si ty Area Community Council (UACC) and 
would benefi t from planned and predictable growth 
of the key in sti tu tions in the study area.  Pres er -
va tion of some natural areas would be an asset to the 
neigh bor hood.  Man age ment of traffi c vol umes and 
routes is also important to them. 

Several private property interests in the District 
in clud ing both residential and commercial owners 
participated in community meetings.

Process and Participants

Representatives of institutions and other interests in 
the District were invited to serve on a Steering Com-
mittee to guide the de vel op ment of this Frame work 
Master Plan.  Individual in ter views and a series of 
meetings were held as the study pro gressed to en-
sure that none of the concerns of any par tic i pant was 
over looked, and that pri or i ties were understood by 
all.  The following is a sum ma ry description of the 
participants:

The Alaska Native Medical Center (ANMC) is a 
state-of-the-art medical complex pro vid ing care for 
a wide range of medical con di tions for the Alaska 
Native population.

Alaska Pacifi c University (APU) is a private, liberal 
arts institution of higher learning.

The Alaska Psychiatric Institute (API) is a state-
run in sti tu tion for the treat ment and care of those in 
need of help for behavioral disorders. The site of the 
new API facility is managed by the State, as a benefi ciary 
of the Mental Health Land Trust. 

The Anchorage Trails and Greenways Coalition is 
an advocacy group.

The Anchorage School District (ASD) property in 
the District includes Lake Otis Elementary School, 
Wendler Middle School, and the Martin Luther King 
Career Center.

The McLaughlin Youth Center (MYC) is a juvenile 
detention facility operated by the State of Alaska.  
MYC does not own land directly but leases land 
administered by the Mental Health Land Trust. 

The Mental Health Land Trust (Trust) manages its 
property assets to generate income which is used 
by the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority to 
im prove the lives and cir cum stanc es of Trust ben e fi  -
cia ries.

The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) property 
includes Goose Lake Park, University Lake Park, a 
multi-use trail system and street rights-of-way.
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Master Plan 

Goal and Ob jec t ives

A primary goal of this Master Plan is to enable 
activities and uses in the campus district to con-
tinue to grow with out confl icting with one another, 
or eroding the natural en vi ron ment that is such an 
im por tant part of the District’s character.  Under the 
umbrella of this goal are several specifi c and achiev-
 able objectives:

•    to enable existing in sti tu tions to continue to 
grow and be competitive;

•    to protect valued open spac es and natural 
features;

•    to improve the effi ciency, safety and fi t of ve-
hicular, pedestrian and bicycle traffi c through-
out the District;

•    to connect trail systems to the north and south 
through the District;

•    to accommodate infi ll de vel op ment as urban 
growth presses against Anchorage‘s natural 
boundaries; and

•    to complement uses and activities in adjacent 
neighborhoods.

Each of these objectives is about prudent use of 
resources to contribute to the city’s livability and, 
more directly, the quality of life within the im me -
di ate community.  The Master Plan should provide 
a strategy for the responsible and equitable use of 
the District’s many assets, at the same time protect-
ing them from misuse or damage.  The Plan for the 
District should:

•   safeguard the District’s future as An chor age’s 
center for ac a dem ic and medical campuses;

•   encourage the development of uses that are sup-
portive of ac a dem ic and medical ex cel lence;

•   identify and protect valuable natural features; 
and

•   encourage circulation that is safe and effi cient, 
but not auto-de pen dent.
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Aerial photo taken September 20, 2001 of the U-Med District.


