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TAC- Public Comments: 5 June 2025 

 

1.  General Comments 

 I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate AMATS constituent, the Municipality of 
Anchorage, on becoming a NACTO member (https://nacto.org/latest/nacto-welcomes-six-north-
american-cities-as-new-
members/#:~:text=The%20National%20Association%20of%20City,equitable%20transportation%20s
ystems%20across%20North), half of the effort, in part initially promoted by AMATS’s own BPAC (in 
recognition of their actual bylaws) a decade ago, which was endorsed - through my efforts - by 
multiple Anchorage community councils, including both east side bowl councils and the downtown 
council. 

Yours, 
Marc “unsafe” Grober 
 

2. Action Items:  

Minnesota Drive Non-Motorized Pavement Project 

 I saw that the TAC agenda next week includes the "Minnesota Drive Non-Motorized Pavement 
Project" and I'm hoping to attend the meeting to comment. If I can't make it, I wanted to 
email/forward the Spenard and Turnagain Community Council's resolutions from 2023 (attached) 
addressing the "cheese grater" that was installed without any public involvement or notice as part 
of the DOT&PF's Highway Safety Improvement Program project to improve the lighting along the 
roadway. 

I'm very supportive of expanding the AMATS Minnesota Drive Non-Motorized Pavement Project to 
include adding the missing 4th crossings at Northern Lights and Benson as well as additional HAWK 
signals for mid-block crossings along Minnesota Dr.  Though it is disappointing that the DOT&PF has 
not removed the cheese grater through the HSIP process, these solutions will make non-motorized 
travel safer, more convenient, and are in-line with what the councils' requests.  

Thank you, 
Lindsey Hajduk 

Attached:  
Turnagain Arm CC Letter 
Spenard CC Letter 
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Spenard Community Council Resolution

2023-07

A Resolution on the Minnesota Drive wall

WHEREAS, the Spenard Community Council (“SCC”) is an organization representing the interests of the
residents of the Spenard area of Anchorage; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of community councils is to provide a direct and continuing means of
participation in local government and local affairs; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota Drive, Benson Boulevard, and Northern Lights Boulevard are within Spenard and
are on the municipality’s “high injury network,” meaning a high number of people have been killed and
severely injured in traffic crashes; and

WHEREAS, the Spenard Corridor Plan (2020) vision includes Spenard being a “model for the region for its
contribution to the citywide and regional transportation system and its network of urban active
transportation facilities” and a “branded district;” and

WHEREAS, the Spenard Corridor Plan also includes goals to “create great public streets,” to “create a safe
pedestrian and bike network,” to “accommodate safe and balanced roadway access,” and to “design for
Anchorage;” and

WHEREAS, the Alaska DOT&PF’s Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) is intended to identify and
fund highway safety projects that maximize lives saved and injuries eliminated per dollar spent; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) constructed two
projects on Minnesota Drive at Benson and Northern Lights Boulevards, including the “Minnesota Drive:
Tudor to 15th Avenue Pavement Preservation” and the “HSIP: Anchorage Pedestrian Lighting, Phase II;”
and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Spenard Community Council rejects the construction of the
Minnesota Wall fence, which does not meet the vision for the neighborhood and does not address the
pedestrian dangers at the Minnesota, Benson, and Northern Lights intersections; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Spenard Community Council requests the following
remedies for this project:

● Remove the center wall structure along Minnesota Dr. between Benson and Northern Lights
Boulevard ASAP; and

● Work with community stakeholders and the public to design pedestrian improvements to add
crosswalks to the “missing” sections (the fourth legs) at Minnesota Drive at both Benson and
Northern Lights Boulevards; and

● Construct the pedestrian improvements ASAP.



Resolved, this _____ day of _________________ 2023.

_______________________________ ______________
Spenard Community Council President Date

Vote: ________ in favor, and ________ opposed.

1st November

14 4

11/2/2023
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