
ANCHORAGE METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Planning and Development Center 
1st Floor Conference Room 

4700 Bragaw Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 

 
August 23, 2007 

1:00 PM 
 
 
Those in attendance were: 
 
NAME REPRESENTING      
** John Tolley ADOT, Central Region, Planning 
** Rob Campbell ADOT, Central Region 
 Dave Post ADOT 
** Cindy Heil Alaska Department of Environmental 
  Conservation 
** Howard Holtan MOA/Project Management & Engineering 
** Steve Morris MOA/Department of Health and 
  Human Services 
** Lance Wilber MOA/Traffic Department 
 Craig Lyon MOA/TD 
** Dr. Marianne Gordian MOA/AMATS Air Quality Advisory  
  Committee 
 Alton Staff MOA/Public Transportation Department 
 Kristine Stuller DOWL Engineers 
 
 
* AMATS Policy Committee members  
** AMATS Technical Advisory Committee members 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
CHAIR WILBER called the TAC meeting to order at 1:13 PM. Tom Nelson, 
Todd Cowles, Jody Karcz, and Bruce Carr were absent. Dr. Marianne 
Gordian served on behalf of Rick Mitchells.  
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2. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
CHAIR WILBER encouraged public involvement in this meeting of the 
AMATS Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). He explained that Staff would 
first make their presentation, followed by any comments from TAC members, 
and the floor would then be open to public comment. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
CINDY HEIL moved for approval of the agenda. HOWARD HOLTAN 
seconded. 
 
MR. LYON added an Informational Item on the Human Services Coordinated 
Transportation Plan. MR. TOLLEY added an Informational Item on FY08 
Federal Highway funds and issues with the appropriations bill. He suggested 
that his informational presentation be given only to the TAC rather than to 
both the TAC and Policy Committee.  
 
There being no objection, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
CINDY HEIL moved for approval of the February 26, 2007 minutes. ROB 
CAMPBELL seconded. 
 
There being no objection, the motion passed with Mr. Holtan and Dr. 
Gordian abstaining as they were absent from that meeting. 
 
CINDY HEIL moved for approval of the April 26, 2007 minutes. HOWARD 
HOLTAN seconded. 
 
There being no objection, the motion passed with Dr. Gordian 
abstaining as she was absent from that meeting. 
 
CINDY HEIL moved for approval of the June 13, 2007 minutes. JOHN 
TOLLEY seconded. 
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There being no objection, the motion passed with Mr. Morris, Dr. 
Gordian, Mr. Campbell and Mr. Campbell abstaining as they were 
absent from that meeting. 
 
CINDY HEIL moved for approval of the June 28, 2007 minutes. HOWARD 
HOLTAN seconded. 
 
There being no objection, the motion passed with Dr. Gordian and Mr. 
Morris abstaining as they were absent from that meeting. 
 
5. BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

a. Obligation Report 
DAVE POST distributed updated Obligation Reports, noting that there have 
been very minor changes. He indicated he had changed the headings of the 
columns so there are now columns entitled “Obligated/Deobligated 3rd Qtr 07” 
and “Anticipated 4th Qtr FFY07 obligations.” Only two projects require TAC 
approval: G-3 Huffman Road Reconstruction and G-5 Eagle River Loop Road 
Reconstruction. He began with a review of Roadway Improvements. G-1 Old 
Seward Highway, O’Malley to Brandon, is increased by $150,000 for the Old 
Seward for design in response to concerns and increased public involvement 
with roundabout design. The dollar amount of G-3 Huffman Road 
Reconstruction has been increased by $700,000 to $2,442,000. There was a 
revised right-of-way estimate to include relocation of one additional business 
and one additional residence. The cost of G-5 Eagle River Loop Road 
Reconstruction rose approximately $2 million to $13.1 million. When the TIP 
was adopted, this project was funded in both 07 and 08. He asked to be able 
to utilize all remaining funding from 07 on this project and A/C 
approximately $3.4 million from 08.  
 
MR. HOLTAN asked if the A/C is from other projects that have excess funds. 
MR. LYON explained that there are funds that will not be used in 07 and 
there may be additional funds available before the end of the fiscal year. 
CHAIR WILBER asked from where these unobligated funds are coming. MR. 
POST replied that the funds are not being taken from other projects, they are 
excess funds. MR. HOLTAN asked if all requests are satisfied in 07. MR. 
POST replied in the affirmative. 
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MR. POST stated there is a $582,210 increase for G-8 Arctic Blvd Surface 
Rehabilitation and Safety Project. This is a construction project and, as such, 
does not require TAC or PC approval. 
 
MR. POST reviewed a list of projects that have been deobligated, as well as 
the DeArmoun Road Project, which will be deobligated. CHAIR WILBER 
asked if these are either program funds that were not spent or costs that 
were not incurred as a result of bids. MR. POST replied in the affirmative. 
He noted that C Street, O’Malley to Dimond Blvd was largely offset by many 
of the deobligations, including C Street, Dimond Blvd to International. 
 
MR. POST next reviewed Transportation Enhancements. Ship Creek Trail 
requires an additional $717,000 in construction costs; no TAC or PC approval 
is required. The cost of G-1 Potter Marsh Trailhead Access was originally 
anticipated at $500,000 and an additional cost of $120,651 above what was in 
the TIP is needed; no TAC or PC approval is required because this is a 
construction project. G-4 Glenn Highway Trail Rehab will slip to 08. Project 
7, Anchorage Areawide Trails Rehab requires an $81,711 increase that is 
automatically approved because it is in construction. 
 
MR. POST next reviewed CMAQ, noting that expenses in this portion of the 
program are tracking close to the TIP. The excess funding from prior years 
for SIP-Mandated Project 3 Private Sector Block Heater Program has been 
released. The previously programmed projects have been deobligated and 
closed out, for a total of $750,000.  
 
The total AMATS allocation is $29,313,000 and, with the obligations, 
deobligations, and anticipating use of the remaining 07 funding on Eagle 
River Loop Reconstruction, the program is at allocation that level.  
 
MR. POST next reviewed the National Highway System. Project 1, Glenn 
Highway Reconstruction is approximately $1 million over as a result of 
additional landscaping done at the community’s and Municipality’s request. 
The total for the National Highway System is $16 million. Total federal 
funding to AMATS is $45 million. 
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The three State-funded projects include the Bragaw and Glenn Intersection, 
East Dowling Road Extension and Reconstruction, and Glenn Highway 
Hightower Lighting. 
 
CINDY HEIL moved to recommend to the Policy Committee approval of G-3 
Huffman Road Reconstruction and G-5 Eagle River Loop Road 
Reconstruction in the Obligation Report and to recommend approval of the 
use of all remaining FY07 funds that do not adversely impact any other 
projects on G-5 Eagle River Loop Road Reconstruction. JOHN TOLLEY 
seconded. 
 
CHAIR WILBER asked if the Commissioner’s support would be required for 
the A/C request. MR. POST stated it was in the TIP at $2 million and it has 
increased to $3.4 million. There will not be significant fiscal impact because 
this is the end of the fiscal year. The Commissioner will be asked for support. 
MR. TOLLEY indicated that Mr. Keith has offered to follow through on this 
request. MR. CAMPBELL noted that an A/C would also be requested on the 
5th and 6th Avenue project. MR. TOLLEY asked that any projects that may 
slip in 08 as a result of this A/C be identified for the Policy Committee. MR. 
POST indicated this has not yet been done yet. MR. TOLLEY suggested that 
the $1.4 million be identified in the 08 project list. CHAIR WILBER indicated 
that Old Glenn is the only other project in 08 at a cost of $8 million.  
 
CHAIR WILBER noted that when a project is programmed at $600,000 and 
the additional cost is $717,000, questions might arise. MR. CAMPBELL 
explained that the additional funding is $117,000 for a total cost of $717,000. 
 
There being no objection, the motion passed unanimously. 
 

b. Other Business – None  
 
6. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS 
 
 Federal Highway Fund Update 
MR. TOLLEY explained the Federal Highway Trust Fund is scheduled to be 
out of money in 2009. Congress is rescinding authority to use federal funds 
that have already been apportioned in the original bill. SAFETEA-LU 
includes five categories of apportionments for the five years of the bill. 
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Annually Congress has to pass an appropriations act, which provides the real 
obligation limit that is some percentage less than the apportionment shown 
in the bill itself. In recent years, Congress has also been rescinding some of 
the original apportionment in each annual appropriations bill in order to 
keep the Highway Trust Fund solvent until 2009. In the past, states have 
been able to choose which categories the rescission affects. This year 
Congress also held some of the categories harmless so that the reduction 
cannot be taken in those categories, which included safety and safe routes to 
schools. Some of the early drafts of the 08 appropriations bill, which should 
be in place in October, contain language that the rescissions must be taken 
proportionally from the categories that are not held harmless. AMATS’ 
allocation is based primarily on STP, 10% of which goes to Transportation 
Enhancements. If there is a rescission of 15-20% of the original 
apportionment and some categories are held harmless, some of the other 
apportionments will need to be reduced by a greater percentage.  
 
CHAIR WILBER sought clarification on the application of the rescissions to 
categories. MR. TOLLEY explained there is both “real money” and “contract 
authority.” The “real money” must find a home in the apportionment. The 
rescission affects the apportionment, not the “real money.” In order to spend 
the “real money” there must be an account with enough apportionment to 
allow that. This year, some projects that are ready to go cannot be taken 
forward because they cannot be matched with the correct apportionment 
because it has been rescinded. This has become a problem at this juncture 
because the apportionment that had remained from early years of SAFETEA-
LU has been used. He noted that MPOs across the country, as well as state 
DOTs, are concerned. CHAIR WILBER asked if the rescission is result of how 
states have been programming their money or because there is not enough 
money available. MR. TOLLEY believed the rescission is done because there 
is not enough money available. The direction that the apportionment must be 
taken proportionately or to not take it out of certain categories is Congress’s 
reaction to how some other states have been using their apportionment.  
 
CINDY HEIL departed at 1:47 p.m. 
 
MR. HOLTAN asked if when the impact of the deduction for the earmarks 
will occur. MR. TOLLEY replied that this would depend on what Congress 
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does with the new Act in 2009; the last time, the existing earmarks carried 
forward. 
 
There was discussion about the potential impacts of this congressional action, 
which could include support for a gas tax. MR. TOLLEY stated that the next 
Act could either greatly lower the amount of dollars that come into the 
system or find another way to pay.  
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:48 PM 
 


