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Anchorage Sailor Aims to Show 
Hometown the ‘Gold Standard’  
 
From USS Anchorage (LPD 23) Public Affairs 
 
SAN DIEGO, Calif. – It’s a phrase often heard in the passageways of the future USS 
Anchorage (LPD 23). 
 
“Execute the gold standard with precision and style.” 
 
Before the phrase even entered his vernacular, Seaman Cruz Boseman, 21, who is one of 
three Sailors on aboard the ship who call Anchorage, Alaska home, was already 
embodying the gold standard.  
 
“I was raised to be a hard worker and to always have a great sense of pride in that work 
as well as anything I choose to take on,” said Boseman. “When I arrived at the ship 
before it was delivered, I recognized that those same standards my parents instilled in me 
were evident in both the ship’s construction and my new shipmates.” 
 
Anchorage’s crew has been assembling and training over the last two years, seeing the 
ship from final construction to its Sept. 17 delivery.  
 
Anchorage will be commissioned May 4 and Boseman, who enlisted in May 2012, said 
his selection to the crew of the new warship that will bear his hometown’s name was a 
great honor. 
 
“I had orders to another ship in hand and was already making plans to head to Norfolk 
[Virginia] when I received word that my orders were modified to send me to Anchorage,” 
he explained. “It was a great surprise and I knew then that it was not only a chance to 
bring a little hometown flavor to the crew, but represent my home.” 
 
The son of a former Army corporal and a restaurant waitress, Boseman decided that 
military service was his ticket to achieving his ultimate goal of being independent and 
earning money for an education.  Prior to his enlistment, he was completing general 
studies at the University of Alaska and working alongside his mother at Village Inn in the 
Northern Lights area of Anchorage, where he had worked since he was 14.  
 



“I feel like I’m still carving out what I want to accomplish, but the Navy offers me an 
opportunity to explore, serve my country, and gain valuable experience that will ensure 
my success in whatever I choose to do,” he said. “Anchorage will always be home and I 
feel being away and serving the country will help me to better appreciate that.” 
 
When the ship pulls into the Port of Anchorage for her commissioning ceremony, 
Boseman said he looks forward to being able to share the Alaskan experience with his 
shipmates. 
 
“It’s a great city with friendly people,” he said. “The ‘gold standard’ of Anchorage 
simply means to me that we are as proud and hardworking as the people for who this ship 
will represent, and it was be a great honor to show my family, friends, and fellow 
Alaskans what we have accomplished. It’s awesome to have been able to be apart of this 
experience.” 
 
Anchorage is the seventh San Antonio-class amphibious transport dock. 
She was built at the Huntington Ingalls Industries Shipbuilding site in Avondale, La. and 
delivered to the U.S. Navy Sept. 17. The ship will be commissioned in May in her 
namesake city of Anchorage, Alaska and is the second ship to be named for the city. 
 
For more information on Anchorage, visit 
http://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/lpd23/Pages/default.aspx  
or on Facebook at  
http://www.facebook.com/anchoragelpd23. 
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