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A Police Officer’s Prayer

Lord, I ask for courage –
Courage to face and

conquer my own fears…
Courage to take me

where others will not go…

I ask for strength –
Strength of  body to protect others, 

and strength of  spirit 
to lead others…

I ask for dedication –
Dedication to my job, to do it well,

to keep it safe…

Give me, Lord, concern
for those who trust me

and compassion for those
who need me…

And please, Lord,
through it all, 
be at my side.



Presentation of  the Colors
Pledge of  Allegiance to the Flag

APDEA Honor Guard

Invocation
Chaplain Bert McQueen

Welcome: Introduction of  Dignitaries 
& Recognition of  Family and Friends

Master of  Ceremonies 
Captain Bill Miller

Dignitaries Remarks
Mayor Dan Sullivan, Municipality of  Anchorage

Deputy Chief  Steve Hebbe, Anchorage Police Department

Key Note Speaker
Major General Thomas Katkus

Presentation of  Police Shields
Mayor Dan Sullivan & Deputy Chief  Steve Hebbe

        
Closing Remarks

Recognition of  Contributors 
Captain Bill Miller

Please join us for a reception / picnic
at APD Headquarters (4501 Elmore Road) at 11 am 

following the ceremony.

Anchorage Police Department
Police Shield Award Ceremony

May 11th, 2012

Honorees:

Michael Crawford (posthumously)

Sergeant James Bucher

Officer Randy Hughes

Robert Newell (not in attendance)

Peter Nolan

Officer Jennifer Pierce

Captain Ross Plummer

Steven Verzal



Officer Michael Crawford -  April 5, 1975

Anchorage Police Officer Michael Crawford was on patrol duty on Saturday, April 5, 
1975 at about 11:00 PM when he responded to a report of two suspicious juvenile males 
behind the Quick Stop convenience store at Tudor Rd. and Wilson St.  Upon arrival, Ofc. 
Crawford found the juveniles behind the store and approached them on foot.   One of 
them then fired a revolver at him, and shot him in the chest.   Ofc. Crawford was wearing 
a ballistic vest, which he had purchased with his own money as they were not yet pro-
vided to officers by the Department at that time.   The vest stopped the round and he went 
to the ground and returned fire.   As he did so, another round struck him in the hip.   

Ofc. Crawford survived the shooting and was taken to Anchorage Community Hospital 
for treatment.  His ballistic vest did not contain a metal trauma plate, and he suffered a 
large impact wound to the chest.    The juveniles were not injured and fled on foot.   Po-
lice searched the surrounding neighborhood and one of the juveniles, 17, was found sev-
eral blocks from the store.   The second juvenile, 16, was found and arrested at his home.   
Both teens were charged for this assault and were booked into the Mac Laughlin Youth 
Center.  Ofc. Crawford was able to return to active duty patrol several months later.   

Sgt. James Bucher -  April 24, 2004

On April 24, 2004 at approximately 2:21 AM multiple officers were in the 
vicinity of the Gaslight bar’s parking lot at 3rd Ave. and H St. in order to 
keep the peace during bar break.  Sgt. Glen Daily was in the parking lot on the 
north side of the bar and stopped a red SUV that had been driving recklessly 
in the lot.  The adult male driver maneuvered his car back and forth until he 
was able to drive away from the traffic stop before Sgt. Daily could contact 
him.   The driver was later identified as Ieremia Unasa, and the vehicle had 
been reported stolen two days earlier. 

Unasa drove northbound through the lot and collided head-on with Ofc. 
Steve Faagau’s marked patrol car.   Ofc. Faagau was just arriving to assist 
Sgt. Daily.   Unasa then reversed his vehicle and accelerated backwards until 
he struck Sgt. Daily’s patrol car.   He then drove forward and maneuvered 
around Ofc. Faagau’s damaged vehicle and left the parking lot, westbound 
on 3rd Ave.   Unasa then collided head-on with a black Acura sedan, injuring 
the driver.   Behind the Acura was a red Tahoe, and behind the Tahoe was an 
APD detective car occupied by driver Det. James Anderson and passenger 
Det. James Bucher.   Unasa backed up from the collision, and drove forward 
toward the Acura again, ignoring Ofc. Troy Leonard, who was on foot out-
side Unasa’s vehicle and was shouting commands to stop.  

Ofc. Leonard and Det. Anderson fired their weapons at the driver in an at-
tempt to stop his lethal behavior, but he continued forward and rammed the 
Acura a second time.   Unasa used his vehicle to forcefully push the Acu-
ra backward into the APD vehicle.   The driver of the Tahoe then tried to 
avoid the impending collision of the Acura being pushed toward her, and she 
backed up while turning.   As the Tahoe turned, the driver’s side rear of it 
struck Detective Bucher, who had just got out of his car to deal with Unasa.   
Det. Bucher was pinned against the APD car, and then scraped along the side 
of the car by the Tahoe as the driver continued rearward in an effort to escape 
the assault by Unasa.

Unasa then drove forward around the Acura and struck a parked car and ac-
celerated southbound on H St. toward a crowd of bar patrons trying to flee 
the area on foot.   Det. Bucher, though he had sustained serious injury to both 
legs, positioned himself near the path of the suspect vehicle and fired three 
shots at the driver in an effort to stop him as he drove fast toward citizens 
running across H St.   Unasa then struck the rear end of a vehicle parked on 
H St., pushing it forward into two female pedestrians.   Both women were 
knocked into the air from the force of the collision and were injured, one of 
them seriously.



The suspect escaped in the stolen vehicle, which was soon found abandoned in 
the area.   Officers followed a blood trail from it to where the suspect was located 
in the area of 4th Ave. and H St.  He was bleeding from a gunshot wound to his 
forearm, and was arrested and treated for his injury before being jailed on multiple 
charges.

Though he had sustained serious injury to both knees and his right femur was 
fractured, Det. Bucher remained focused and made a courageous effort to protect 
the public and stop the assailant.   He later endured several surgeries and a difficult 
period of rehabilitation.   Despite the permanent physical damage to his legs, Sgt. 
Bucher regained function and was able to return to duty after about four months.   

Officer Randy Hughes - September 2011

On September 23, 2011 around 0149AM, Anchorage Police Dispatch advised they 
had received several reports of a reckless driver.  The reckless driver was reportedly 
headed northbound in the southbound lanes of the Glenn Hwy. 

At this time, Officer Randy Hughes was on mid-shift patrol in Eagle River.  Re-
sponding to the reports of the reckless driver, Officer Hughes drove his 2007 Chev-
rolet Impala to the inbound Glenn from the South Eagle River exit. 

At approximately 1:52 AM, Officer Hughes’ vehicle was struck by the reckless driv-
er.  A witness reportedly observed an officer’s cruiser pass them in the left lane head-
ing south.  As the officer’s vehicle passed, the witness observed headlights directly 
ahead, also in the left lane.  This witness then observed the officer’s emergency lights 
initiate, as he perceived the officer was attempting to attract the oncoming driver’s 
attention.  The witness then observed the two vehicles collide.

 Gregory Fulling’s vehicle collided head on with Officer Hughes’ patrol car, forcing 
the patrol cruiser off the road into an unstable position against a ditch embankment.  
Ofc Hughes was entrapped in the patrol vehicle and required extrication by the An-
chorage Fire Department.  

Officer Hughes suffered serious injuries to his pelvis, foot, back, and knee due to 
the crushing nature of the collision.  Officer Hughes was transferred to Seattle for 
specialized treatment of his injuries.  Although Officer Hughes has returned to light 
duty, he is still recovering and has undergone surgery as recently as 3 days ago. 



Officer Robert Newell - September 1990

On or around September 8, 1990, APD Dispatch received a report of a man firing 
shots (with a pisto)l from his house in the Peter’s Creek area.   Officers responded, 
and the APD Crisis Intervention Response Team (CIRT) was dispatched.   CIRT 
Officers Robert Newell and Ken Evans were among those who answered the call-
out.  

CIRT members set up a close perimeter around the house, and officers could see the 
male suspect coming out of the house on a number of occasions with a pistol in his 
hand.   Each time, he would go back inside, and he repeatedly refused to cooper-
ate with police, who tried at length to negotiate with him.   He continued to pose a 
threat to others in the area and any unknown persons who might be in the residence.  
Ofc. Newell and Ofc. Evans slowly approached the front door of the residence and 
waited.   After a long period of time, the suspect appeared in the doorway without a 
gun.   Ofc. Newell and Ofc. Evans quickly approached and attempted to apprehend 
him before he could go back into the house.

The suspect physically resisted the officers and a struggle ensued in the doorway 
of the residence.   Ofc. Newell and Ofc. Evans were able to contain and handcuff 
the man without any injury to him.   However, Ofc. Newell sustained serious back 
injury during the fight, including a fracture of his lower spinal column.   He under-
went spinal surgery about 10 days later, but there was damage to the sciatic nerve 
and the surgery could not restore proper functioning.      Ofc. Newell went through 
a year of physical therapy and other treatment, but the injuries prevented him from 
being able to return to duty and he medically retired about one year from the date 
of the incident.   His courageous and unselfish conduct that day brought a peaceful 
end to what could have been a lethal encounter for the suspect, innocent citizens, 
or other officers.   

Officer Pete Nolan - August 12, 1981

On the evening of August 12, 1981, Ofc. Pete Nolan and Ofc. Joe Austin were dis-
patched to 3403 Lois Drive for a report of shots fired.   A neighbor reported a man at 
that residence had fired one shot outside the house and one shot inside the house with 
a high-powered rifle.  At that time, APD had no Special Weapons and Tactics team 
(SWAT), and officers were required to deal with high risk situations such as this with 
whatever resources were available.   Upon arrival, the two officers parked about one 
block north of the residence on Lois Drive, and approached the house on foot.  As 
Ofc. Nolan neared the front of the house, the suspect, later identified as John Lee, 
fired two rounds from a .223 caliber Mini-14 rifle at him from a closed window in 
the upstairs of the residence.   The rounds were slightly deflected by the glass and hit 
the ground in front of Ofc. Nolan.   Lee fired twice more, and the first of these rounds 
struck Ofc. Nolan’s right upper leg, penetrating through to the bone.   The second 
round struck him in the right shoulder.   

Ofc. Nolan took what cover was available  in a shallow ditch in front of the house, 
and despite his severe injuries, he returned accurate fire to the upper story window.   
Two of Ofc. Nolan’s shots struck the window frame and caused Lee to take cover.   
Both officers were pinned down outside the house by the sniper for some time, and 
they could not leave their cover.   Other officers arrived and set up a perimeter while 
a Dispatcher attempted to negotiate with Lee over the telephone.   As he waited for 
rescue, Ofc. Nolan continued to lose blood at an alarming rate, and his wounds be-
came life-threatening.     

Ofc. Mark O’Brien was working undercover at the time and heard the call from APD 
Dispatch on his portable radio.   He arrived on scene in an unmarked civilian vehicle 
and drove directly to the driveway of the shooter’s residence and contacted Officer 
Nolan, in full view of the shooter.   Officer O’Brien then helped Ofc. Nolan get in the 
unmarked car; driving Officer Nolan to a nearby ambulance, with no additional shots 
fired.  Ofc. O’Brien later received the APD Medal of Valor for his actions.   

About four hours later, John Lee surrendered to police and was taken into custody 
without further incident.   No one else was injured.   Ofc. Nolan was hospitalized 
and underwent a series of surgeries on his leg; however, due to the damage to Officer 
Nolan’s shoulder, the fragmented bullet was left in place.  Despite a degree of perma-
nent impairment caused by his injuries, he returned to active duty after five difficult 
months of rehabilitation.  However, increasing complications involving the wound to 
his right leg forced him to medically retire several years later.   He continues to suffer 
chronic medical difficulties from these injuries to this day.  
     



Ofc. Nolan’s story is one of extreme bravery and personal sacrifice.   Knowing the 
danger he faced, he was nearly killed in an effort to protect the people of Anchor-
age.   He has had to endure life-changing disability, pain, and severe personal hard-
ship, and his actions that day and his struggle to prevail since then are the highest 
example for those who follow after him.      

Officer Jennifer Pierce - July 31, 2011

On July 31, 2011, at about 3:15 AM, Anchorage Police Officer Jennifer Pierce was 
on midshift patrol and was returning to her assigned area of Spenard after clearing 
from another call from the Muldoon area..  Officer Pierce was driving her 2005 
Chevrolet Impala  inbound on the Glenn Highway in the center lane near the Mc-
Carrey Street overpass when a gold BMW 328i, driven by Jarris Black, crossed the 
center median and hit her patrol vehicle.

Witnesses saw two vehicles, Black’s and a red Dodge Charger, driven by Jeffery 
Bethea, driving at estimated speeds in excess of 100 mph outbound on the Glenn 
Highway.  The cars were weaving in, out, and around other vehicle traffic as they 
raced down the highway.  After passing another car, Black lost control of his ve-
hicle and crossed the median.  Officer Pierce took evasive actions, but was unable 
to avoid the collision.

The force of the impact crumpled Officer Pierce’s patrol car and pinned her inside.  
Despite sustaining severe injuries, Officer Pierce was able to radio her location and 
ask for assistance.  Responding officers were not able to get Officer Pierce out of 
her vehicle.  Members of the Anchorage Fire Department extricated Officer Pierce 
and transported her to Alaska Regional Hospital.  

Doctors determined Officer Pierce’s left hip, pelvis, and right foot had been broken 
in the collision and transferred her to Seattle to undergo treatment for her injuries.  
After months of physical therapy, Officer Pierce has returned to light duty and is 
expected to return to full duty in August 2012.

Members of APD’s Major Collision Investigation Unit determined Black’s speed 
at the time of the collision to be between 117 and 127 mph.  Toxicology revealed 
his blood alcohol level was .048% and he was also under the influence of mari-
juana.  Black was arrested for Driving Under the Influence, Assault in the First 
Degree, Reckless Driving, and Driving without a License.



Captain Ross Plummer -  September 4, 1979

On September 4, 1979 at about 9:30 PM, Officer Ross Plummer and Officer Ron 
Sands were on swing shift patrol and were dispatched to the Christian Brothers 
Grocery store in the mall at Tudor Rd. and Florina St. for a report of a suspicious 
person.   The store manager had earlier reported a man in the store whom he be-
lieved was casing the store for a robbery attempt, but the suspect left before police 
arrived.   Now the manager reported he was back and appeared to be about to com-
mit the robbery.

Upon arrival, Officer Sands contacted the manager while Officer Plummer located 
the person matching the description of the suspect in the rear area of the store.   Of-
ficer Plummer talked to him and asked him for identification.    The man said his 
identification was in his car outside, and they walked together toward the front of 
the door, where the manager positively identified him.   Ofc. Plummer walked out-
side with the man, later identified as Michael Stith, while Ofc. Sands remained in 
the store to interview the manager.   They walked from the east end of the building 
west in the parking lot.   Stith said his car was parked a long way off in that direc-
tion, but Ofc. Plummer could see there was no such vehicle in sight.

Stith led Ofc. Plummer along the outside of the building and away from the store.  
He was calm and offered an explanation for all of Ofc. Plummer’s suspicions.   
Ofc. Plummer then ordered Stith to get against the wall for a pat search.  Stith 
stepped toward the wall and appeared to be complying.   He then turned around 
suddenly and stepped back, and Ofc. Plummer saw he now had a semi-automatic 
pistol in his hand.   Ofc. Plummer charged him and in the close distance to Stith was 
unable to get to his own gun.   Stith fired two rounds at Ofc. Plummer, one of which 
struck him in the upper right bicep.   The other bullet missed him, and the two then 
physically struggled over control of Stith’s gun.   Ofc. Plummer had his hand over 
Stith’s weapon and Stith had his hand gripped on Ofc. Plummer’s other hand as the 
two spun around and around.   Stith pointed the gun at Ofc. Plummer’s head, and 
Ofc. Plummer was just able to deflect the gun slightly away when Stith fired two 
rounds with the muzzle of the gun near Ofc. Plummer’s face.   

Both rounds missed and the fight continued.   Ofc. Plummer tried to spin Stith 
around and gain control of him, but Stith fired again, and  the round entered Ofc. 
Plummer’s left arm and shoulder.   At this point, Ofc. Plummer became dizzy 
from his wounds and fell to his knees.   He continued fighting, however, and tried 
to grab Stith’s legs to take Stith to the ground.   Stith then fired downward at Ofc. 
Plummer’s head.   The round penetrated Ofc. Plummer’s police hat, entering the 
through the top of the hat, grazing Ofc. Plummer’s scalp, and then exiting the hat 
through the back brim.   Ofc. Sands ran outside to assist Ofc. Plummer, and Stith 
ran from the scene.   Ofc. Sands fired several rounds at him, but Stith was not hit 
and fled the scene on foot.   

Stith was eventually identified, arrested, and convicted for the Assault on Ofc. 
Plummer and for multiple recent armed robberies he had also committed. Ofc. 
Plummer was treated for his wounds and underwent surgery to remove the bullet 
from his left shoulder.    He returned to his duties in November of 1979, and years 
later required additional surgery on his left shoulder.   It was clear in this incident 
that the suspect tried to kill him, and Capt. Plummer attributes his survival to his 
prior mental preparation for just such an event.   During the struggle with the as-
sailant, he was determined to not surrender and to not be taken hostage, refusing to 
give in under extreme duress and while fighting for his life.    



Officer Steve Verzal- February 5, 1980

On February 5, 1980 at about 3:30 PM, Anchorage Police Officer Steven Verzal 
was on dayshift patrol and was driving eastbound on Tudor Rd. from Lake Otis 
when he was dispatched to a call in the other direction.   He entered the parking 
lot of the Athenian Village mall at Tudor Rd. and Florina St., intending to turn 
around.

Ofc. Verzal then saw a man wearing a military fatigue jacket walk out of the Brown 
Jug Liquor Store.   The man looked at Ofc. Verzal in his marked police car, and 
quickly turned around and went back into the store.   The officer was suspicious 
and he radioed to Dispatch requesting a cover officer, and he provided a detailed 
description of the man.   No units were immediately available, but an officer did 
answer his call on the radio, and Ofc. Verzal asked him to make a Code 4 response 
(overhead lights on but no sirens).   He positioned his car so he could watch the 
front and side door entrances of the liquor store and he waited for cover. 

Before a second officer could arrive, the suspect, later identified as Roy Lee Dunn, 
walked out of the store again and Ofc. Verzal got out of his car and contacted him.   
He told Dunn to walk toward him and the police car.   Dunn did not comply, and 
waved to the officer as he continued walking away.   Ofc.Verzal again directed 
Dunn to come to him, and this time, Dunn started walking toward him. 

Ofc. Verzal walked toward Dunn and ordered him to turn around and put his hands 
behind his neck.   Dunn complied, but wasn’t answering any of the officer’s ques-
tions.   Ofc. Verzal had just started to pat-search him for weapons when a woman 
came out of the Brown Jug liquor store and was jumping up and down and waving 
at the officer from a distance, trying to get his attention.    Unknown to Ofc. Verzal, 
Dunn had just committed an armed robbery of the store, and the clerk was trying 
to alert him.

Dunn also saw the woman and he then dropped his right hand from behind his 
neck and pulled a revolver from his front waistline, where it had been stashed in 
his belt.   Ofc. Verzal’s left hand was only inches from the gun and he was about to 
discover it during the search.   With his back still to the officer, Dunn reached the 
gun around and pointed it at him.   Ofc. Verzal grabbed Dunn’s right hand and was 
able to deflect the gun away from himself.   

Ofc. Verzal and Dunn struggled for control of Dunn’s weapon.   Dunn then bent 
over and pointed the gun between his own legs at Ofc. Verzal and fired it upwards 
and behind him.   The bullet struck Ofc. Verzal in the stomach area, between his 
duty belt and his protective vest.   Ofc. Verzal continued to fight to get control of 
the gun, and Dunn then brought it up over his left shoulder and fired backward; 
striking Officer Verzal in the chest. Fortunately, Officer Verzal’s  radio (located 

on his vest) stopped the bullet.   Dunn loudly stated his intent to kill the officer, 
and he fired two more rounds at Ofc. Verzal while he was lying face down on the 
ground.   One of these rounds struck him in the lower right hip, penetrated through 
his left leg joint at the hip, and lodged in his pelvic bone.

Dunn got in Ofc. Verzal’s patrol car and started to drive away.   From a kneeling 
position and while seriously wounded, Ofc. Verzal fired seven rounds at the sus-
pect in an effort to stop him.   All seven rounds struck the vehicle, and five of those 
rounds hit the driver’s side door, forming a 4” group at a distance of more than 50 
yards.   Dunn escaped, but was captured within a short time by APD Sgt. George 
R. Boatright, who saw him as a passenger in a vehicle at a nearby police roadblock.  
He matched the suspect description given by Ofc. Verzal, and he was sweating 
profusely despite freezing temperatures outside.  He was captured with the money 
stolen from the liquor store.   Roy Dunn was eventually convicted of the robbery 
and the felony assault on Ofc. Verzal.   

Ofc. Verzal underwent immediate surgery to repair internal damage in his abdo-
men.    He lost an enormous amount of blood and fought for his life at the hospital.   
Though he has had subsequent surgery for the injuries to his hip and left leg, the 
bullet could not be removed from his pelvic bone.   He returned to his patrol duties 
about eight months after the injury, but chronic pain and disability from this injury 
eventually forced him to accept a medical retirement on April 1, 1981.   

Throughout this ordeal, at the time of this incident, Ofc. Steven Verzal refused to 
accept defeat and certain death at the hands of his assailant.   At the hospital and 
ever since, he has continued the struggle against medical complications and the 
physical disability he has had to endure.   He firmly believes that the mind controls 
the body, and that he survived by never allowing himself to accept that he was go-
ing to die.   His determination and courage are a lasting example for law enforce-
ment officers who face similar risks every day.     


