Public Safety Advisory Commission

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 6:00 PM

Emergency Operations Center

Meeting Minutes

Attendance

Mark Butler

Karen Cameron

Sharon Chamard, Vice Chair

Ray Faust

Mark Mew

Denise Morris - telephonic

Sam O’Connor

Tony Piper, Chair

Lynda Zaugg

Guests 

Denise Ingle, Department of Health and Human Services

Jim H - ADN

I. Call meeting to order

· Called to order 6:03 P.M.

II. Approval of minutes for September 9, 2009

· Minutes approved with changes

III. Diane Ingle – Director of Dept of Health and Human Service

· Mayor announced the forming of the Anchorage Coalition on Homelessness, first team meeting to be held on October 15, 2009
· Separate strategies-there is 300-500 chronic homeless inebriates, impacting neighborhoods and personal safety for the inebriates. Also other kinds of homelessness such as family homelessness.
· 30 some participants invited, key stakeholders, CITC, AK Native Health Board, Sharon Chamard – Justice Center. Ed O’Neil, provider community, Catholic Social Services. DOC Rasmussen, United Way

· Not necessary to be cheaper but seeking better outcomes for neighborhoods and for the chronic inebriates.
· Internal alignment police, fire, law.
· Facilitator to help process moving along. 

· Likely there will be sub groups for different components of the issue possible PSAC could take part at this level.
· Issues like family homelessness, etc. other than chronic inebriates – Anchorage is receiving 3 million in recovery funds , Catholic Social Services, Covenant House, to work with this population 

· Is the ASD a part? No, first round are chronic inebriates, when focus shifts to other homelessness then ASD will be a part of the discussion. Mew points out ASD has a department- Child in Transition- to provide for this ASD population. 

· Zaugg points out a program that use to provide $250 to those leaving prison that was ended under the Murkowski administration.
· Alignment strategically is one goal. Seeking a continuum of care and there is not just one solution.
· H1N1 – there will be enough vaccine for everyone who wants to get vaccinated. Current supply is nasal dosages for 2 to 18 year olds distributed by Neighborhood health and pediatric offices.

· ASD partnership phenomenal. Mew reports the permission slips go out today. Hitting the news tonight.

IV. Reports

Genevieve Maurits-OEM

· Comprehensive energy emergency action plan, work sessions with partner agencies. Plan written and by late November exercises.

· Committee consists of – OEM, DHHS, Enstar, MLP, Chugach Electric, other Municipal departments

· “Medium size” outreach, when full EOC activation is not necessary

· Gas pressure in the lines necessary.  Full shut down means a long process to reinstate the pressure/service.

· September, 2nd annual emergency preparedness fair 1200 attended vs. 600 last year.  Citizen core funds to be used for next year’s fair, the goal is to grow each year.
Michelle Weston, AFD

· Fire department has had 18 lay offs and 10 vacant positions removed from the budget and there are 4 more positions slated for lay off in 2010.  

· Next year challenges – everyone is taking on new duties to cover the positions that no longer exist.
· Public affairs, inspector and planning chief are 2010 layoffs.

· AFD is happy the Mayor addressed the rolling closures for next year; still have OT issues to address.
· Attrition? Trended 13 retirements a year and AFD is aware of retirements in 2010.  These are primarily line positions and the cuts have been to clerical and administration positions.
· Upgraded communication center, E911 upgrade

· Electronic patient care reporting system goes live next month.  AFD is able to use EPCR to track our “frequent flyers”.
V. Old Business

Extended bar closing hours ordinance

·  Butler: assembly member Flynn brought up ordinance encouraged by CHARR
· Lieutenant Hebbe, lead on it for APD

· Discussion, John Patee head of CHARR presented concept of safety hour- not able to served, but patrons could continue to drink for this hour at the bars in the program.  Bar break—taxis could make multiple trips, women/vulnerable kept from.  keep lights up, no entertainment;

· Suggested that bars can already do that, last call at 2

· Or, no serving nor consuming, patrons leave and reenter into a alcohol free environment

· Assembly work session last Friday - Patee testified. Police responded, impression is that APD does not favor extension of bar closing. 

· Piper- impression is that previously that public was to be a part of the process and then suddenly the process is rushed.

· Butler- STAR director not able to come tonight, but open to future meeting.

· Morris-.  Now people don’t buy a drink at last call because they wont have time to finish it.  This may change so they do buy more alcohol, they will have time to finish it. 
· Morris – UAA research done on where SA are taking place, point of pick up, etc.

· Chamard- several years’ data from APD for pickup, where assault happened etc. Can get the data for commission.
· Delay? Will be public heard on 27th
· Piper – community councils pres, and the public invited to a public hearing

· Morris- will it have the adverse effect? 

· Chamard-will they be more drunk if they sit there for another hour

· Mew-effort in the 99-2000 time frame when APD was citing bars for not kicking out the intoxicated at closing.  Similar reasons given for why they allowed the intoxicated- safety reasons, weather, etc.  Tables inside the building, but not under the license where inebriated could sit and drink non alcoholic drinks.  ABC board approved- does not recall any issues with that program – suggests looking back to this and see the effect, was it successful?

· Piper – APD said they didn’t have the man power currently to enforce i.e.: when did they get their drinks

· O’Connor – anti smoking ordinance gave the same arguments.  Safety hour not about safety. Fine not enough of a deterrent. – about extra income.
· Mew – could increase the number of cab licenses if the problem is not enough transportation.  

· Morris-no cab system in Eagle River/ Peters Creek- one club has a van 10 am to 3 pm - community designed to address the issue.

· Chamard – literature review – studies on the extending of bar hours and crime

· Butler asks the commission if PSAC should take this on, do a public meeting and study the options

· Mew- Costs of operating – how committed a proprietor would be to this public service.

· SART center should be included in discussion
· Butler Moves request that the assembly to put off action and move PSAC meeting to Nov 4th with public hearing. O’Connor seconds with amendment

· Discussion of amendment, withdrawn.  

· Mew – recommends to point out to the assembly that PSAC meeting is moved up 

· 6 for, one opposed, motion passes

· O’Connor moves that as written PSAC cannot support ordinance
· discussion for motion 

· Mew points out we should be open minded and continue the process

· No second to motion, motion dies

· Mew – ask if the city manager agrees, if the city staff wants more time.

· Mew- what problem are we trying to solve – inebriates, SA

· Cameron- so many issues facing the Muni in Public safety.  Amount of work that needs to be done, not clear about the issue. Questions the use of time.

· Mew-data has to be studied – lot to be accomplished in time till next meeting.  Perhaps PSAC will find we recommend further study

· Morris- we need to include in request to Mayor that it isn’t clear what the problem is that being addressed.

· Butler points out this would be a request to the assembly

· Cameron Can a specific community council take this on? Butler points out that federation is a business organization/
VI. New Business

· No new business 

VII. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned 7:55 PM

VIII. Next meeting November 4, 2009 

