Public Safety Advisory Commission Meeting

January 10, 2007


6:00 pm

Emergency Operations Center
1305 E St. Anchorage Alaska 99501

Attendance:

Lynda Zaugg- Chair

Karen Cameron

Preycous Council

Ross Plummer

Mark Mew

RaeShawn Bibbs

Sam O’Connor

Clerk Sandy Christensen

Citizens- Mike Smulski (Past Commission Member)

Bonnie Harris- South Edition Community Council

1): Meeting called to order by Chair  Lynda Zuagg promptly at 6 O’clock pm.

2). Minutes of Previous Meeting of  December 13, 2006 Meeting were approved by Sam O’Connor and seconded by Karen Cameron.

3). Meeting Presentations are as follows:

Anchorage Police Department Deputy Chief Ross Plummer:

Deputy Chief Plummer states he recently briefed the Anchorage Assembly on the Topic of Youth Violence. Deputy Chief Plummer states Gang Violence in Anchorage seems to be paralleling with the National trend in that Gang Activity for 13 to 18 year olds seems to be increasing while Gang Activity for Members ages 21 thru 26 seems to be dropping off.

Fire Department RaeShaun Bibbs:

Bibbs states per Chief Goodrich the tragic events of the previous weekend reference house fire in Eagle River area with the loss of life and critical injuries sustained has left the Firefighters very affected emotionally. Bibbs  comments that the need for Fire Department Chaplains is certainly there, especially for incidents like these whereas incident debriefing can make a real difference to the Firefighters. Sam O’Connor praises the Fire Department in their fast response and the saving of lives, which did occur.

Lynda Zaugg- Chair advises that we should stay observant to homes that we enter especially for elderly and out of town residents to see that their Smoke Alarms and Carbon Dioxide detectors are up to date and functional, should we be visiting and have the opportunity to do so.
Anchorage School District Security Mark Mew:

Mr. Mew is glad to report that the Emergency Preparation Training Grant has been extended for six more months due to the fact they have gotten a late start.  This new date will make it possible to exercise both an October Earthquake drill in the Eagle River area in October of 2007 and a Hillside Fire Exercise in May 2008. Mr. Mew is in the process of accepting a Bid for the Emergency Coordinator for the job thru the Sub Contracting process. Mr. Mew states he was not able to hire someone new from the District due to the problems with the PERS and TERS Tier IV Retirement Systems that are no longer Defined Systems and thus has reduced the numbers of possible applicants. Mr. Mew states that over the next few months he will be contacting Municipal Agencies to see what their needs are and the Scenarios they can come up with for the drill. These Disaster Event Drills will certainly include students of all School levels, Elementary, Junior High and High School and all Public Safety Agencies as well.
Mr. Mew  responded  to Sam O’Connors question as to the possibility of a Teachers Strike and states that Teachers will not be authorized until the Arbitrator  gives his findings and that cannot be done until late February or early March 2007. Mr. Mew states there is a Security Strike Plan for the District in place that was updated last year and is currently working on Phase One of the Update for this year for the Plan. Mr. Mew is concerned that a Staff Strike could close the schools and wants to have the plan in place to prevent vandalism should this occur.

RaeShaun Bibbs Emergency Operations Center

Bibbs states Emergency Watch program should be presented to all Community Councils.  Bibbs recommend the Councils invite her to their meetings for a two hour presentation by CD Rom and Power Point so that residents can become informed as to how to get a program started in their neighborhoods. Ms. Bibbs states each Council should elect a leader so that presentation materials can be left with them for additional presentations to the Community.
Ms. Bibbs states the Neighborhood Crime Watch Program is a home grown program and modeled after the successful program in Seattle Washington. Neighborhood Crime Watch requires 50% participation and a minimum of 20 houses to learn the program.

Emergency Watch does not have limits states Ms. Bibbs.  Chair Lynda Zaugg also recommends that Councils get involved in these programs and for the larger Communities to divide into districts and elect leaders, so to diversify and delegate so that one or a few people are not burdened with all the efforts. Sam O’ Connor advises that the Federal Funding for this is thru “Citizen Corp.”  and the purchase and the Operating Budgets pay for the Neighborhood Signs. Ms. Bibbs advises the previous name for Citizen Corp was  CERT just for information.
Sam O’Connor Community Council
Sam O’Connor states that during a recent visit to Liquor Establishments Chilkoot Charlie’s and Alls Alaskan Inn, he became aware of the need for a new traffic pattern in those areas and the need for a Traffic Engineer to look into those problems as soon as possible. O’Connor advises he will be in contact with representatives from both Establishments soon.

4) Next Meeting, City Hall 6pm Februarys 14, 2007

5) Meeting Adjourned  at 7:20pm
