Public Safety Advisory Commission

Wednesday, August 12, 2009 6:00 PM

Emergency Operations Center

Meeting Minutes

Attendance

Karen Cameron

Sharon Chamard, Vice Chair

Ray Faust

Mark Mew

Sam O’Conner

Lynda Zaugg

Absent and Excused:

Tony Piper

Michelle Weston, Anchorage Fire Department Deputy Chief

Ross Plummer, Anchorage Police Department Deputy Chief
Guests:
Britteny Keeterman, Department Health and Human Services

Carrie Longoria, Department Health and Human Services

I. Call meeting to order

· Called to order 6:03 P.M.

II. Approval of minutes for June 10, 2009

· Minutes approved 

III. Reports

Fire Department Deputy Chief Michelle Weston
· Chief Goodrich Retirement August 20, 2009.

· Acting Chief Doug Schrage

· New Chief first week of September

· Budget 2009 revisions

· Spoke with Jay Jackson, mayor’s office, cleared up the confusion about the transition report.

· Karen Cameron reports that Larry Baker confirmed though Jay Jackson that his notes said 1½ years since the last meeting.

Deputy Chief Plummer, Anchorage Police Department
· 25 in FTO, cut loose in September
· Success in crime solving, older homicides cleared up recently

· Frustration, Ken Wahl, convicted and then let out of prison.  Suspect in current homicide

· Reduction of gang related activity but increase of homicides and sexual assaults.

· Victimization of larger homeless population.

· Dramatic increase in sexual assault reports over last year this time.

· Homeless deaths do not appear linked.

· Can’t explain why there is a spike of deaths in the summer months rather than in the winter due to exposure.

· Budget meetings with the Mayor, looking at 2010 budget.

· Chief Huen’s last day Friday, starting recruitment.

· Sharon Chamard reports she is on the hiring committee.

· No staff reductions for 2009, don’t know for 2010 yet.

· Vacancy factor?  22 vacancies (sworn) 

· Ratio of police to population is still way under national averages

· COPS grant 

IV. Old Business
Public Inebriates
· O’Connor suggests we invite others to get different perspectives.

· Longoria:  Pathways to Sobriety has housed 53 inebriates, 40 have secured employment. Secured a grant to expand this successful program.

· Medical Advisory Board, oversees CSP i.e.: when to transport

· Dr. Levy or another ER doc may have input.

· Weston: Rep Gartner toured CSP yesterday.

· Focus on solution or management?  Sharon Chamard suggests more research on the problem before examining a solution

· Mew: Who are the players, define what success is. 

· Chamard: various agencies working on the problem.

· Mew:  city identified approximately 150 individuals are 90% problem.

· Kari – pathways identified the core group, offers to share that data at next meeting.

· Chamard: CSP can’t provide information to APD because of HIPPA, can university could be intermediary.

· Weston: Top 50 clients make up 24% of intakes at CSP.  Increased 14%.  Client base was in the 40-50.  Now 20s, more violent and generational like mother-daughter in at the same time

· Chamard: neutral 3rd party like UAA to handle data.  Abel to work with confidential information to get around HIPPA like SART info.

· Mew: work with congressional delegation on HIPPA, so that changes can be made.

· Weston: difference between APD and AFD is AFD gives treatment and is covered under HIPPA, APD isn’t

· Weston:  AFD cannot tell APD who is at CSP because of HIPPA.

· Weston: implementation of EPCR, will preload information for frequent clients.

· Longoria: title 42 because it is federally assisted program.  Share data under program evaluation and research.  Possible if funding source other than fed then. 

· Need to define problem, data gathering. Invite Ed O’Neil perhaps MAB. 

· Weston: Richard from CSP co-located so that all service available.  Additional funding needed because AFD can’t reduce CSP services per direction from the Mayor.  Result is layoffs for AFD.
· Chamard: “not in my back yard” challenge

· Zaugg: not just frequent clients.  As one or two drop off, more come in to take their place – focus on broader picture to prevent the replacement of the top “worst” inebriates.
· Cameron – DC Weston shared visit to Seattle model, Cameron can do a report outlining their model.

· Zaugg: Who are the assembly people with interest? Coffey and Gray-Jackson.  Offer to backup and support assembly with interest, may have more backing.

· Wednesday September 9th noon – Assembly Public Safety Committee takes up the inebriate issue.

· Mew: talk to the Mayor’s office for direction on this, what is their strategy?

· Action item: work out a plan, Chamard to draft

V. New Business

· Mew: Swine flu working closely with health department.  Last year practiced mass delivery.  Dispensing plan for ASD developed thru that.  CDC reports 3rd-4th week of September with enough to do over half the population of Anchorage.  Start with health care workers, school age, pregnant women, chronic diseased.  ASD to do school age children.  Grant funded exercise program looking to change to a tabletop POD plan instead.  Not testing for swine flu, just treating for it.

VI. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned 7:10 PM

VII. Next meeting September 9, 2009 

