Public Safety Advisory Commission

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 6:00 PM

Emergency Operations Center

Meeting Minutes

Attendance

Karen Cameron

Sharon Chamard, Vice Chair

Ray Faust

Mark Mew

Sam O’Conner

Absent and Excused:

Tony Piper

Lynda Zaugg

Jennifer Collins, Anchorage Fire Department Public Educator
Ross Plummer, Anchorage Police Department Deputy Chief

Michelle Weston, Anchorage Fire Department Deputy Chief

I. Call meeting to order

· Called to order 6:02 PM

II. Approval of minutes for April 8, 2009

· Minutes approved 

III. Reports

Fire Department Public Educator Jennifer Collins

· Wildfire education and fire wise home assessment 

· 2001 – 2002 first year assessments

· funding is available for removal of spruce trees that are potentially a risk 

· Incredible weather this year – early warm-up – fuels are dry early spring.

· Helicopter has a fixed tank and snorkel, has been used in 2 instances thus far- water drop once Russian Jack park fire.

· 67 calls so far this year, 80 total last year

· average season so far

· Wildfire indices – calculate how bad the fire damage is.  Red flag just an indication, most fires were on non red flag days

· Assessment program 1,491 since 2002.  $725,000 reimbursed to Anchorage residents.  Limited by size of the division- could do more with a larger staff. 

· % complete? Maybe a third of hillside residence.  Anecdotally, there are less spruce beetle kill –

· Eklutna to Portage – regardless of fire service area.

·  Citations issued?  No, brush rigs will patrol.  But brush rigs are the last to be staffed, due 

· Reduction in homeowner insurance? No, some agents tell their policy holders to get one, but not forced.

· Why no tickets?  Not allowed enforcement by code. APD may be notified.

· 2 mitigation projects this summer –Campbell park.  Russian jack, feet from this year’s location.

· Coincidence the mitigation projects are near homeless encampments? No, it is the fuel, near homes.

Deputy Chief Plummer, Anchorage Police Department
· Homeless issue with CAP team – Spenard now, some presence in Fairview

· Spike in homeless deaths and sexual assaults – correlation to homeless pop or anomaly – is it in the homeless population or across the board inebriate or just the increase in population in general – over 100 more reports of SA to date, 

· Increase in homelessness – possibly due to the high cost of living in the Bush.

· Transient population looking for work, extended families staying enlarging the households.

· Homeless deaths – 

· Academy is in FTO now – last academy, cut loose in September.

· Inservice training for officers – a day of training every quarter.  Low risk, high frequency. – i.e. report writing, evidence handling etc.

· Changes with new administration? Transition reports? Ray Faust on the transition team, he reports that it is an audit, a snapshot of where the department is at.

Deputy Chief Michelle Weston, Anchorage Fire Department
· Retired chief Fullenwider was the team member, met wiIth transition team 

· Sand lake drowning victim recovery, closed down for evening.  Citizen offered the use of Sonar for tomorrow.

· Water rescue in Cook Inlet – knees when first called, first arrived chest level.  Over the rescuers head by the time they got the kids in the boat.

· Ambulance ordinance change  – non residents additional $100 charge means  $117,000 a year to area wide EMS

· Out of area fire service increases

· Special rescue fee, training service fee.

· Impact of furlough – 56 hour furlough.  Back fill costs; we will run without a chief medical officer or a battalion chief.

IV. Old Business

· No old business to discuss
V. New Business

· Piper and Chamard met with the transition team, good rapport with the department, but no direction from the mayor’s office.

· Mew- first anchorage swine flu case made public today WHO pandemic level 6 tomorrow. Based on the fast spread, not lethality.  Flu isn’t any more lethal than normal.  AFD increases PPE, notification of trends.

· Faust - Suggests Inebriates new project, discuss with full membership at the next meeting.

· Andre Rosay permanent director for UAA justice center.

VI. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned 7:14 PM

VII. Next meeting July 8, 2009 – cancelled – next meeting August 12, 2009
