Public Safety Advisory Commission
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 6:00 PM

Emergency Operations Center

Meeting Minutes
Attendance:

Lynda Zaugg

Sharon Chamard

Ray Faust

Karen Cameron

Sam O’Connor

Tony Piper

Absent and excused:

Mark Mew

Deputy Chief Michelle Weston, AFD

Deputy Chief Ross Plummer, APD

Genevieve Maurits, Office of Emergency Management

I. Call meeting to order

· Meeting called to order at 6:06 PM

II. Approval of minutes for November 12, 2008

· Minutes approved unanimously

III. Reports
Police Deputy Chief Plummer

· Interlock devices were discussed in the Assembly’s public safety meeting.  These devices are installed on cars that are driven by those who have been convicted of DUI.  The offender must blow into the device to start the car and then again periodically while operating the vehicle.
· New ordinance before the Assembly on December 16th.

· Ordinance must mirror State Law so DUI enforcement can continue.
· APD has had 2600+ DUI arrests to date.  Expected to close the year with 2900 DUI arrests.  There were 1700 DUI arrests in 2007

· Increase is due to grant for enforcement.
· Contracts for Police and Fire Unions go before the Assembly on December 16th.  The current contract is good until June 30, 2009 and if the contract isn’t accepted by the Assembly, they can either give the Management and Union some guidelines for what they can’t accept in the contract or they reject it wholly.  The contract is agreed upon by the union and management; it is difficult to renegotiate a ratified agreement.  The outcome would likely be binding arbitration, which would be costly.

· A commissioner asks about the homicide rate – It is below last year, even with two homicides this month. Fatality accidents are also down.  APD has identified more gangs in Anchorage, there aren’t more actual gangs, but the SAU unit has done some good work identifying the gangs that already exist.
· A commissioner inquired about the staffing levels and if the increase in DUI, decrease in homicides can be attributed to being near their optimum staffing levels.  The answer is yes, it helps.  The grant is paying for additional DUI details. The gang unit is staffed, safe streets is also working on gangs.
· Statistics on gangs and vice will be provided at the request of a commissioner.
Genevieve Maurits, Office of Emergency Management
· Kevin Spillers, new OEM director is in place.  He will attend January’s PSAC meeting.
· Tabletop exercise for Red, White and Blue teams held last week. 

· OEM radio ad campaign in 2009 with seasonal messages of preparedness.
· MOA new look for web site to be launched end of January.

· OEM now has CPR in a box kits to distribute to the community.

Fire Deputy Chief Michelle Weston

· Fire Contract also before the Assembly on December 16th
· Fire budget shortfall of $1.7 million, asking for additional funds from assembly.
· AFD recognized there was going to be a shortfall in February.  Remedies presented were to close rigs and not opening Engine 12.  Decision was made to proceed without the closures.
· $1.4 million is in labor, factors include the firefighter academy which is not budgeted for as it is not an annual expenditure.  Other factors are a young group of firefighters who had 23 new babies and 2 adoptions.  Family Medical Leave Act time causes those positions to be backfilled on overtime.  AFD also had several long term workers compensation injuries.
· $300,000 is in non labor and includes CSP expenses such as a video system and a car.  AFD is experiencing the same increases as the rest of the Municipality Of Anchorage; AFDs 15 stations are in essence, 15 large households and have experienced increased expenses in necessary items.
· AFD Incident Management Teams members attended training in Seattle.  While there they toured the Seattle CSP facilities.  

· Overview of the facility:  Voluntary facility, staff not uniformed, friendly and welcoming facility.
IV. Old Business
· No old business to discuss

V. New Business

· Sharon Chamard shared booklets titled: Video Surveillance of Public Places that she got at a conference she recently attended.

· Karen Cameron recently attended a training seminar on animal care in disasters.

· Sam O’Connor reports that Mike Symulski is revising the Volunteers in Police Services 
· Election of Officers

Tony Piper, Chair

Sharon Chamard, Vice Chair

Community Council Reports

· Fairview Community Council- Sharon Chamard reports that the CAP team has been downsized.  They have been successful and other community councils are asking how they can have the CAP team in their communities.  They have had a multiagency strategy session on the topic of chronic inebriates; presentation on a pilot program will be brought to the PSAC.

· Abbot Loop Community Council- Linda Zaugg – Has not met recently, next meeting is in January.

· Spenard Community Council – Sam O’Connor: Topics at their last meeting included concerns with the economy and the former Fly by Night Club – now known as Players House of Rock.  There was a shooting in the parking lot recently and it is a big concern for the community.

VI. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM

VII. Next meeting January 14, 2009
