Public Safety Advisory Commission

Wednesday, October 12, 2011

Fire Training Center

Minutes

Attendance:

Kim Castle 

Sharon Chamard, Chair

Ray Faust, Vice Chair (telephonic)

Loren Leman

David Moore

Mike Nolan

Bob Roses

Absent and Excused

Karen Cameron

Morry Hollowell

Guests:

Dennis Wheeler, Municipal Attorney

George Vakalis, Municipal Manager

Meeting called to order at 6:04 

1. Approval of minutes of previous meeting

a. Motion made to approve and was seconded.
b. Minutes accepted as written.
2. Welcome new commissioner

a. Bob Roses; lived in Anchorage since1965.  Retired math teacher, business owner and commercial property owner. Served in the Legislature and on the State of Alaska public safety committee.

3. Reports

a. Anchorage Police Department

i. DC Smith gives a report on the status of the implementation of the PERF report released in August of 2010.  Provided an outline of the key phases of implementation of community policing.

1. North and South areas, beats established, assigned beat officers with sergeants as a “beat manager”.
2. Platoon-like system that has improved reporting relationships.
3. Crime analysis group moved into the criminal intelligence unit to enhance the information flow within the department.

4. Weekly community policing staff meeting integrating the intelligence.

5. Restructuring crime suppression unit Community Action Policing Unit (CAP).

ii. Chief Mew: discussion on how to bring public input into the PERF process.  

1. Moore made suggestion for neighborhood watch (community patrol) involvement.

2. Chief Mew solicits input from the commission, how to best get the community involved.

3. Roses points out that the community councils are not short on people who want to get involved.  There was a community council liaison officer in the past.

iii. Phase two of PERF

1. Chart describing the assigned sworn personnel strength

iv. Chief Mew discusses a pass through grant AR 2011-254 Coverdell Grant.  

1. $175,000 from DOJ
2. lab accreditation 

3. staff – intern to do data entry etc. 

v. Chief Mew discussed the process to hire 30 recruits in light of the recent issues (Espinoza, Rollins) polygraph etc.  Confident these recruits are thoroughly vetted.

b. Anchorage Fire Department

i. DC John Drozdowski

1. Recognized David Moore for donation of a painting of Engine 7 donated to Station 7.
2. New hire academy started, the recruits are EMS qualified and are receiving firefighter training.

3. Medic 7 opened last month

4. Station projects –

a. Station 6 (Muldoon) expect completion by June 2012.  The steel is up and should be enclosed before the first snow fall.
b. Station 5 (Spenard) design mostly completed.  Out for bid this winter to start construction this spring.  There is a limited budget.  Firefighters were involved in design.

c. Station 3 and 9: (Airport Heights and Huffman) these stations must be moved and new facilities built.  We are currently in the  site selection process
5. Marine asset- 

6. CPR devices for chest compression, enough for every apparatus- grant funded

7. Fire investigator new vehicles

8. Grant for computers for the rest of the apparatus.

9. AWARN, working on inter operability with APD Lt Spadafora.

4. Old business

a. No old business.

5. New Business

a. AO Bath salts

i. Dennis Wheeler presents an overview of the information for the ordinance including State and local governments information. DEA information on “bath salts” – no known legitimate use. Includes media reports on deaths from bath salts use.  

1. Possibility of state legislation 

2. Prosecutors – DUI with blood tests with the synthetic products currently, also violent behavior

ii. What is the distribution network?

1. “head shops” tobacco shops

iii. Nolan, researched widespread, at convenience stores.  Discussed bizarre behavior of users noted. Unpredictable behavior, violent.  

iv. Discussion on motivation of users and stores that carry it.

v. Discussion on the data available to track the issue in Anchorage.  Not tracked currently.

vi. Questions about the language of the ordinance referring to amounts of the substance.  

1. DW: somewhat arbitrary, potency, packaging and manufacture practices are issues.

vii. Geoffrey Humphreys: Community member has question about effects of synthetic drugs, what the products are available and if is consumption prosecutable.  In support of banning the substance

1. Discussion about the issues surrounding broad enough ordinance.

viii. Penalty discussed.

ix. Will a demand on police resources be increased? Shift of resources, spice hasn’t so far, testing technology has to catch up.  Training available?  Recognizing a user in DUI situation.  

b. Moved and seconded support of unnamed bath salt resolution.

i. Discussion: Increasing need, and any s version – any amendments should be fairly technical

ii. Motion passes 7-0

c. Suggests support assembly’s request for a state legislation.  Amend the letter to the assembly supporting state legislation.

i. DW:
mayor is building legislative package this is in.

6. Commissioner comments, discussion on location of the meeting, day and time.

7. Meeting Adjourned at 7:50 PM

a. Next meeting Wednesday, November 9th 2011.

