Public Safety Advisory Commission

Wednesday, August 10, 2011

Fire Training Center

Minutes

Attendance
Mark Butler

Karen Cameron

Kim Castle

Sharon Chamard, Vice Chair

Ray Faust

David Moore

Mike Nolan

Staff

AFD DC John Drozdowski

OEM Rob Fitch

APD DC Steve Smith

Guests
Corrine O’Neill
Kenny Peterson

Paul Honeman

Meeting called to order at 6:04 PM.

Approval of Minutes

· June 8, 2011 minutes approved as written

Anchorage Police Department, DC Smith

· Pursuing October academy, testing finished.  Doing the background checks now.  Hoping to make offers early September.

· Continue to have attrition.  December 2008 was the last hire.
· Radio system: Preparing sworn officers and dispatchers trained to use AWARN.  Will allow interoperability with AFD, direct contact at scenes and is ALMR compatible.  Early next year roll out. More work needed to make fully operational in Eagle River.
· Surprising number of applicants are washing out in the background checks this time.

Office of Emergency Management, Rob Fitch
· Everyday Heroes runs though August 30th.
· Brown bag lunches: topic is CPR for the next month.

· Safe and sound fair at Loussac library. 17th September.
· City wide exercise with the Hospitals starts tomorrow

· Alaska Shield exercise will be held in February, the topic is the loss of natural gas and utilities.

Old Business

· No old business.
New Business
· Nominations for officers
· Cameron nominated Chamard for Chair
· Nolan nominated Faust for Vice Chair
· No other nominations.
· Election by acclimation – Sharon Chamard, Chair.  Ray Faust, Vice Chair
· Mayor’s Sidewalk Sit / Lie Ordinance
· Chair recognizes that commission hasn’t heard from the Mayor yet to take it up
· Larry Baker said in conversation with Faust that commission will be charged with examining the issue at the September meeting.
· This is not an inebriate issue or a homeless issue it is strictly sitting and lying on the sidewalk.
· Law proposed models Seattle law which has been on books since 1993 and has passed Supreme Court challenge.  Faust suggests research on the Seattle law, examine proposed Anchorage law and be prepared to keep the discussion on task.  Determine if we have an illegal camping problem in downtown.  Aim is to be proactive so Anchorage doesn’t get the same problems Seattle had: public safety issue, trip hazards, camping, biohazards, etc.  
· Kim Castle sat in the assembly meeting.  She did research on other communities with similar laws- there have been legal challenges.  There is case law.  What is the essence of the assembly’s objection to the ordinance?  Timing issue so this isn’t about the man who embarrassed city hall.
· Moore – issue about downtown, keeping it attractive to tourism.
· Public education about what the issue really is.  Is it constitutional? 
· Get background from Larry Baker? Video link with mayor and Seattle mayor at next meeting.
· Scope- other communities took months to winnow down their laws.
· Anchorage doesn’t yet have the problem the other cities do.  Moore – is there an existing ordinance that addresses this problem?  
· Is it loitering? Illegal encroachment?  Loitering is a civil ticket, not criminally prosecutable, only a small fine and not a deterrent.  Discussion about illegal encroachment -- doesn’t seem to apply.  
· Illegal camping ordinance? All public property or parkland? 
· Other communities are business hours only which is justified by protecting pedestrian traffic,
· Faust suggests getting materials together for commission to research before next meeting.
· In the case of man down calls - how often are people sleeping? When it is inebriates, AFD/ APD respond. 
· Paul Honeman address the commission – Honeman and 2 other assembly members met with the municipal attorney prior to the ordinance coming before the assembly.  He’d like to see it coming under the camping ordinance, making it illegal to camp.  Camping illegal on sidewalk, bike path and city ways.  Sleeping as a public safety hazard- contrasted with public inebriation.  Flaws: Only to downtown improvement district. Defined time period.  Panhandling section was contrary to the defined time period.  This is why the assembly tabled indefinitely.  Pervasiveness of a problem? Do we have a problem with people sleeping on sidewalk for a prolonged period?  The concerns above were not addressed in the proposed ordinance
· Evaluate the overall -- is it needed? Is it constitutional? What is the problem?
Anchorage Fire Department DC Drozdowski
· 29 new ff in field training now at the stations.
· Station 6 foundation poured
· Medic 7 expected to open September 12th
· Three new ambulances to replace existing ambulances next month
· Truck 11 now in service
· Station 5 is designed, this winter out to bid
· Station 9 – doing site selection
· Selected two assistant chiefs – offers have been made
· September 11th ceremony 
· Discussion about addressing and how changes are disseminated to police and fire to be able locate addresses on streets that have been renamed.
Corine O’Neil Anchorage Commission on Homelessness

· Provided information to commission invites to participate

· Survey homeless on health conditions - i.e.  ER visits, mental health issues, renal failure etc. based on study in Boston of homeless death that had 8 contributing factors.

· Karluk manor opening November 1st.

Assembly Member Paul Honeman, Chair of Assembly’s Public Safety Committee

· August 17th noon to 2 public works Assembly Public Safety Committee

· Rumrunners – new bar they are looking at opening is on agenda.

· Taxi availability for an off the road DUI prevention program

· October is the next citizen’s academy – applications will be available soon.

Meeting adjourned 7:48 PM
