Public Safety Advisory Commission
Wednesday, June 8, 2011 6:00 PM

Fire Training Center
Minutes
Attendance:

Mark Butler

Karen Cameron

Sharon Chamard, Vice Chair

Ray Faust

David Moore

Excused

Mike Nolan

Staff

Sue Rodman, AFD

Bill Miller, APD

Dawn Brantley, OEM

Guest

Kim Castle

Meeting called to order at 6:08 PM
Approval of Minutes
· May 2011 minutes approved

Anchorage Fire Department Forester, Sue Rodman
· AFD has responded to 130 illegal burns to date and 138 actual brush fires.

· Most of the fires have been human caused, a number of them have been determined to be arson.

· A Commissioner inquired how many fires have been caused by illegal campers this year.  Forester Rodman reports not many this year were caused by illegal campers. More have been determined to be arson.
· Discussion about wildfire mitigation work in the Fairview area.

· Discussion about the inability of the AFD to cite for illegal burning.  APD and AFD are working on “protocol” about how and when APD will be called out for reckless endangerment, which is an arrestable misdemeanor.  

Anchorage Police Department Captain W. Miller
· APD is conducting written testing on Saturday.  They typically will get 400 plus starting the process with the written test to net 28 individuals in the academy.

· Illegal camping ordinance was recently passed by the Assembly, giving APD the authority to enforce.  Typically the illegal camps are posted with a 72 hour notice.  After that, APD can collect property and place in evidence.  They have collected ten tons so far and need more storage.  They are seeking a warehouse and possibly will partner with agencies like the Salvation Army.  Another option is to post the camp with a 15 day notice.  If it is not appealed, then the property is disposed of as abandoned.

· Discussion about illegal camping.  Each tent is posted; each individual has a right to appeal.  The appeals are heard by Tim Middleton.  The ordinance addresses public lands.  On private property it is trespassing.  Crimes in camps are a concern.  Undergrowth is cleared to six feet to increase visibility.  Common crimes associated with illegal camps are stealing of porches and stealing change and loose items from unsecured vehicles.  Most crime is camper on camper or outsiders targeting campers - a vulnerable population.  There was further discussion on environmental design for crime prevention such as sound barriers next to high speed roads.  Captain Miller pointed out that the majority of illegal campers are not homeless.  They like the lifestyle and it is how they socialize.  He further commented that the commission would be surprised at the population of campers in wooded areas such as near Campbell Tract.
Office of Emergency Management, Dawn Brantley
· OEM will have a Brown Bag Lunch lecture on Wildfire Mitigation

· They will repeat the Earthquake preparedness Brown Bag Lunch due to its popularity.  There were 70 attendees at the March lunch about earthquake preparedness.

· OEM is working on an “Emergency Watch” based on the community watch model.  Vulnerable populations would be identified and assisted by neighborhood leaders.

Old Business
· No old business

New Business
· Mark Butler reported on funding for Community Patrols.  Assemblyman Honeman is working with the Community Patrols, radios are provided.  Grant funding has been secured, but they are seeking $80,000 more.

· Vice Chair Chamard asked the commission to consider what issues the commission should examine.

· Vice Chair Chamard will find out about how often the commission should elect officers and the commission will take it up at the August meeting.

· July’s meeting will be canceled.

· Next meeting August 10, 2011

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM
