PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

June 13, 2007
Emergency Operations Center

Anchorage, Alaska

ATTENDANCE:
Karen Cameron

Sharon Chamard

Craig Fetterman

Tony Piper

Ross Plummer

Mike Smulski

Michelle Weston

Lynda Zaugg

Absent and Excused:
RaeShaun Bibbs

Preycous Council
Ray Faust

Heather Handyside
Jim Hubbard

Mark Mew

Sam O’Connor

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Lynda Zaugg at 6:10pm.

BRIEFINGS:
ANCHORAGE POLICE DEPARTMENT - DEPUTY CHIEF ROSS PLUMMER
DC Plummer reported a shift of APD resources to Traffic, all on day shift, to slow speeds due to a spike in pedestrian accidents.  The goal is to reduce speeds, raise awareness and visibility by start of the next school year and increase overall public safety.  DC Plummer also briefly discussed the recent increase in gang activity and youth violence, especially in the Mt. View and Fairview areas.  Indicators of gang activity include groups dressed alike, picking an area to hang out at repeatedly.  The same type of graffiti with the same marking, colors and symbols are consistent with gangs.  Calling the graffiti busters phone number was suggested to get the markings removed.    APD is committed to intensive enforcement and is striving to identify gang members and territory claimed by ethnic gangs.  APD’s plan includes identifying where they reside via code enforcement, going after the landlords; making them responsible for their tenants. Suggested actions include landlord training with certificates of completion/or licensing.  Assembly approval would be required for an enforceable ordinance.  Linda Zaugg suggested the Real Estate commission could be involved.  DC Plummer said gangs are using MySpace to distribute information and that the media also monitors and reports on those entries. Lt. Paul Honeman gave an interview on KSKA.  Gang activity was discussed, but it is APD’s policy not to discuss gang colors, names and territories as this media recognition gives gangs validation.  DC Plummer explained it is not against the law to be a gang member.  The gang activity in Anchorage is the quietest it has been in 2 years, despite the national increase.  No known reasons given.  DC Plummer briefly discussed the IWC stating it all well.  The additional police presence was noticed by the general public in addition to the delegates.  Overall feedback has been positive from the community as well as the delegates.
ANCHORAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT - 
MARK MEW (absent)
ANCHORAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT – MICHELLE WESTON   
Michelle Weston provided a copy of the AFD Annual Report.  Michelle briefly discussed the “I” Street condo fire stating no water was put on roof due to AFD personnel being inside the building.  No extra personnel was brought in to fight the fire, but Elmendorf AFB helped with the clean up and the Girdwood and Chugiak provided back up for the rest of the city.  AFD reported only one injury to their personnel.  A question was asked regarding AFD’s policy of tenants refusing to leave the building.  Michelle responded that it depends on the person’s age and capabilities.  APD may be asked to physically assist those who refuse, but if persons are capable, they may refuse to be evacuated.  Council members complimented AFD/APD Chaplains on their participation in both the “I” Street and Brady house fires.  Michelle said the Brady house fire on the hillside had lots of smoke and wind contributing to small fires down hill from the structure.  Those fires were extinguished by AFD personnel and residents.  Michelle also shared the latest information on the recent ambulance accident.  Paramedics will likely wear shoulder harness’s and helmets.  Additional striping to ambulance vehicles will increase visibility and provide additional safety.
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – CRAIG FETTERMAN
Craig Fetterman reported voters approved 1.5 million to continue the AWARN infrastructure project.  APD will apply for a matching COPS grant.  Assistant Port Director, Donna Boltz has resigned.  Port got a grant for $969,429 to build a communication and control center.  Port wide evaluation plan is in place.  Area maritime security exercise will take place August 8, 2007.  Craig will send invites to all council members.   
NEW BUSINESS:

Mike Smulski wanted to discuss the death penalty and asked for guidance in getting it accepted in Alaska.  He distributed two newspaper articles from the Anchorage Daily News discussing the attacks on 3 APD officers and the effectiveness of the death penalty in other states.  He also cited the brazen behavior of gang members at the Outback restaurant and the general lack of consequence for illegal behaviors.  A lively discussion between members ensued, but the general consensus was the death penalty was ineffective and would require action by the legislature.  Members concluded the proactive approach was more effective and suggestions included spending resources for substance abuse treatment, education, and responsible parenting programs.  
OLD BUSINESS

None

Next meeting scheduled for July 11th at the EOC.  Motion made to adjourn by Linda Zaugg.  Seconded by Mike Smulski.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm.
