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1. The Comprehensive Plan, including its transportation plan elements, area-specific plans, 
and Anchorage Bowl Comprehensive Plan elements, identifies pedestrian facilities 
including sidewalks as essential to achieving the city’s goals for growth and 
development, and recommend improving and expanding these facilities.  The city’s 
understanding of the importance of sidewalks has changed from considering them as 
pedestrian “amenities” to being key transportation infrastructure.   
  
Example: Anchorage Pedestrian Plan (2007) 
o  “When provided with access to sidewalks, trails, and other walkable features, 

residents are 28 to 55 percent more likely to choose walking over other modes of 
transportation.” (page 1) 

o “Create a safer, more walkable city that will encourage year-round winter pedestrian 
activity and make walking a safer and more attractive activity.”  (Goal 1, page 5) 

 
Example: Anchorage 2040 Land Use Plan (2017) 
o “Maximizing all modes of travel, including street, sidewalk, transit, and trail connections, is 

critical to supporting successful growth.” (under Goal 6: Accessible Land Use, page 22).   
 
Example: MTP 2040  
o Objective 3E - Promote bicycle, pedestrian, and transit use. Action 3E-3 – Continue to 

support MOA Planning on review of private development projects to ensure non-motorized 
facilities are provided. (page 22).   

 
2. The integrity of a sidewalk’s function requires physical separation from vehicle roadway.  

Physical separation means a landscaped separation or a protective barrier against motor 
vehicles driving and parking on the sidewalk.  A 6” vertical street curb provides a 
physical barrier especially where there is not enough landscaped separation.   
 

3. Rolled curbs are designed for ease of motor vehicle access to the adjacent area or 
property.  Rolled curbs result in vehicles parking on the sidewalk.  It takes only one or a 
few vehicles parked onto the rolled curb sidewalks to effectively shut a sidewalk down as 
a functioning pathway.  Pedestrians and other non-motorized users will be forced to go 
out onto the street.  The sidewalk loses its function, or functions only parttime and 
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unpredictably.  This can render worthless the investment and space encumbered in a 
block length of sidewalk facility.   
 

4. Proposing to remove the Title 21 vertical curb requirement where a sidewalk abuts the 
vehicle roadway could conflict with the objectives of the Title 21 parking and site access 
amendment project, an Anchorage 2040 Land Use Plan implementation project which 
seeks to reduce minimum parking requirements and enable more infill, redevelopment, 
and housing.  This code reform depends on good, functional pedestrian infrastructure if 
residents are to safely access alternate modes of travel.  If the Municipality seeks to truly 
reduce parking demand and increase the percentage of trips by alternative modes of 
travel, it should seek another solution than simply eliminating vertical curb 
requirements.  Other cities that have reduced parking requirements and allow more 
compact development provide the basic pedestrian infrastructure to make that possible. 

 
5. During the past few years of public review of Title 21 amendments such as the R-2 

zoning districts bulk/height amendment and the parking amendments, the public feedback 
we received from residents in urban neighborhoods with rolled curb sidewalks is that 
rolled curbs are resulting in drivers parking on the sidewalk and walkers having to walk 
in the street.  Personal experience of having lived in neighborhoods with rolled curbs has 
confirmed this problem to planning staff.  Rolled curbs on local streets creates inadequate 
infrastructure that gets in the way of the city’s ability to reduce on-site parking 
requirements.   

 
6. Adequate and protected sidewalks help lower development costs and more development 

capacity.  Eliminating vertical curbs may seem like a way to reduce the cost of 
development when looking only at the individual site level, however, the Municipality 
took a bigger-picture view when it created the vertical curb requirement.  A more 
walkable district/community with dependable sidewalks can support more cost-efficient 
development and a better-functioning neighborhood living environment than a district 
without travel mode options. 

 
 

 
 


