
April 9, 2021 

Anchorage Assembly  
C/O Chair Felix Rivera 
Via email:   felix.rivera@anchorageak.gov 

Re: Equity and Inclusion Committee recommendations re: American Rescue Act Funds 

Dear Chair Rivera and Assembly Members:  

As you are aware, the Equity and Inclusion committee (E&I) was initiated by Chair Rivera as a 
subcommittee of the Economic and Resiliency Task Force in an effort to ensure that matters 
being considered in response to the devastating pandemic be viewed with an equity lens.  We 
are writing today to follow-up on your request from the Assembly work session on March 26, 
2021 wherein you requested that the E & I committee submit written recommendations with 
respect to the future distribution of American Rescue Act funds (ARA).   We appreciate the 
opportunity to provide this input.   

We have several recommendations that are born out of our committee members’ collective 
experiences within the community and our learnings from the previous distribution of 
pandemic relief funds.    

Gift Card program distribution: 

• It is important for assembly members to understand that there were 2 different gift 
card distribution programs funded with previous relief dollars.  This recommendation 
relates to the gift card program that provided low-income individuals and families with 
gift cards over the holidays.  This program was very popular and was over-scribed, 
forcing a lottery to determine who ultimately received the gift cards.   There is a long 
waiting list.  It is our recommendation that the Assembly allocation $3.5M to serve 
those who originally applied, were found to meet the eligibility criteria, but did not 
receive a gift card and were placed on the waiting list.   If the Assembly chooses to 
provide funding for this program to cure the wait list, the current administrator would 
be willing to reassume those duties insofar as getting the funds to those on the waitlist. 

 

Outreach and Community Navigation Assistance 

• There is a great deal of confusion and a lack of information within the community in 
general (and particularly in marginalized communities) about the status of various relief 
programs.  This is impacting such community members from accessing various relief 
programs.  We recommend that the Assembly invest sufficient funds to support 
outreach among trusted community navigators within marginalized communities, the 
need for this service extends far beyond the capacity and reach of the CPLN.  

 

 



Housing relief for distressed home-owners 

• We understand that there are specific funding streams within the ARA to support 
community housing needs.  We understand that some of this funding will be allocated 
to support rent relief, however, it is less certain what relief may be available for 
homeowners who are similarly experiencing economic distress and may be facing 
foreclosure due to the pandemic.  There are many low-income and otherwise 
vulnerable populations who are also homeowners (including those who own mobile 
homes) that may not qualify for the rental assistance programs, but nonetheless may 
be facing displacement from their housing.  We ask the Assembly to evaluate carefully 
the ARA funds and if there is no relief for distressed homeowners included to consider 
setting aside some funds for this purpose. 

 

Technical Assistance for Small/Micro Businesses 

• There is an ongoing need to conduct outreach and provide technical assistance to 
support small and micro business.  We support the ACLT’s proposal. 

 

Legal Information and Assistance related to housing issues and employment issues 

• The laws have and continue to change rapidly due to the pandemic on issues related to 
housing (landlord/tenant and homeowners facing foreclosure) as well as on issues 
related to unemployment benefits/overpayments and pandemic related workplace 
issues (vaccination status, masking, social distancing, etc.)  There is a strong need within 
the community for legal information about individuals’ rights and responsibilities and 
also legal help to navigation complex issues.  We support ALSC’s proposal. 

 

Once again, the E&I committee thanks you for your willingness to entertain our concerns and 
look forward to your feedback and the opportunity to discuss these matters more fully.   

Please feel free to respond to this email or reach out to one of our co-chairs for further 
information.  We welcome you to join us for our next regular meeting on April 16 at 1 p.m. 

(Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82635231294?pwd=eC9qSXVDckw4aDhsRERac2g5SUZPQT09) 

 

Sincerely, 

Heather MacAlpine and Jasmin Smith 

Co-chairs  
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